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Note: The topic of this lesson is sensitive, for personal and cultural reasons. 

 
Consider carefully whether the material is suitable for use with your 
students in your teaching context. 

 
 
Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Homosexuality 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – 'Out', 'to come out' and phrasal verbs with 'out' and 'in'. 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary and language 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘out'. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a‘. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on phrasal verbs with 'out' and 'in'. 
 
The final discussion activity is connected to the phrasal verbs in the language work.
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 

In the early 1990s, the word ‘out’ came to be used as a verb. ‘To out someone’ meant to 

tell the world that the person was a homosexual, usually a public figure. It was short for 

‘coming out of the closet’, ‘out of your cupboard’, ‘out of your house’.  

 

It then developed. People who do the ‘outing’, who tell the world about the people, are 

‘outers’. And then, people have been ‘outed’. So, all kind of other usages developed. Gay 

rights activists took up the word. And now there are several websites with ‘out’ in the title.  
 
 
 

Listening Section 2 

 

‘Coming out’ is now a positive term, referring to anyone who decides to tell others about 

their sexuality, men or women. There was a flurry of usage in early 2006, as British MPs 

admitted to being gay. Note the usage, a headline read: ‘Quite a few MPs have come out in 

parliament.’ Now, that’s not referring to the fact that they’re leaving the room! It isn’t just 

a verb of motion any more.  

 

So be prepared for some unusual usages. A news report recently talked about ‘electing its 

first “out” gay president’. “Out” was in inverted commas, as a sort of adjective. Usage is 

still broadening. To be out is in! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  
a. a public figure     a famous person, perhaps a politician or celebrity 
b. the closet         a small room used for storing things, often clothes     
c. activists people who support a particular cause, usually political; 

    they organise protest marches and participate in  
  publicity campaigns for their cause  

d. flurry           a short period of intense activity 
e. MPs Members of Parliament; politicians 
f.   motion          movement 
 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 
a. ii.    to tell the world that someone else is gay  
 
Exercise 4 
a. True – ‘usually a public figure.’  

b. True – The phrase is short for out of your closet or cupboard i.e. a place where you are 

hiding and this is a metaphor for the place where you hide the secret about your sexuality 

c. False – ‘Gay Rights activists took up the word’  

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.  i.     You choose to tell the world you are gay. 

   iii.    To move out of a room or a similar place. 

 

Exercise 6 

a. False – 'coming out' is now a positive term.' 

b. True – ‘British MPs admitted to being gay.' 

c. False – ‘as a sort of adjective'  
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EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. took up     

b. headline 

c. to be in - 'To be out is in!' 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8 
 

a. I'm not feeling so well, I'm going to stay in and watch TV. Enjoy the party. 

b.  Simon certainly stands out when he wears that pink hat. You can see him from miles 

away! 

c.  Don't phone me at home till after 8. I never get in from work until then. 

d.  Despite all the problems in the rehearsals, the play turned out to be a great success. 

e. When I changed school I found it difficult to fit in at first. But know I've got loads of 

friends. 

f. What a messy room! Tidy up and throw out the things you don't need. 

g. Don't forget, you have to hand in your essay by Friday, or else you fail. 

h.  Use a dictionary to find out the meaning of the difficult words. 
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WORKSHEET 1 

 
 
 
SPEAKING 
 
1. Discuss these questions with a partner 
 
a.  Do you know of any books or films that are about homosexual (gay) life? 

b.  Do you know of any famous people, male or female, who are gay? 

c.  In general, does your country have a culture of equal rights e.g. for men and women, 

for people of different races?   

d.  What is the situation like for gay people in your country?  Are there laws protecting 

their rights? Do many people discriminate against gay people? Is it easy for a gay person 

to live their life openly as a gay person? 

 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
2. Match these words and phrases to their definitions 
 
 

a. a public figure people who support a particular cause, usually 
political; they organise protest marches and 
 participate in publicity campaigns for their cause 
 

b. the closet  movement 

c. activists a famous person, perhaps a politician or celebrity  

d. flurry  Members of Parliament; politicians 

e. MPs a short period of intense activity 

f.  motion a small room used for storing things, often clothes  
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
 
3. Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of the word 'not' in 

English and answer these questions. 

 

a. What is the meaning of 'to out'? 

i.     to tell the world that you are gay 

ii.    to tell the world that someone else is gay 

iii.    to tell the world that you are not gay 

 

 

4. Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. At first, mainly famous people were ousted. 

b. 'Outing' means revealing someone secrets, secrets that were in a hiding place. 

c. The word has not been accepted by the gay community.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5. Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a.  Which two of these are the meanings of 'to come out'? 

i.     You choose to tell the world you are gay. 

ii.    You choose to deny that you are gay. 

iii.    To move out of a room or a similar place. 

iv.    To discover a secret. 

 

 

6. Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. As a word, 'coming out' carries a negative feeling. 

b. Some UK politicians have said that they are gay. 

c. With this meaning, 'out' is only used as a verb. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 

VOCABULARY 

7. Find the words / phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

 

a. to begin to use 

b. the title of a newspaper article 

c. fashionable 

 

LANGUAGE 

8. 'To come out' is a phrasal verb; you need both words - come and out - to make 

the verb with the meaning of 'to reveal you homosexuality.' 'To be in' is a 

phrasal verb that means to be fashionable.  Complete the phrasal verbs in the 

example sentences with 'in' or 'out'. 

 

a. I'm not feeling so well, I'm going to stay ____ and watch TV. Enjoy the party. 

b.  Simon certainly stands ____ when he wears that pink hat. You can see him from miles 

away! 

c.  Don't phone me at home till after 8. I never get ____ from work until then. 

d.  Despite all the problems in the rehearsals, the play turned ____ to be a great success. 

e. When I changed school I found it difficult to fit ____ at first. But know I've got loads 

of friends. 

f. What a messy room! Tidy up and throw ____ the things you don't need. 

g. Don't forget, you have to hand ____ your essay by Friday, or else you fail. 

h. Use a dictionary to find ____ the meaning of the difficult words. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

9.   Complete the questions with phrasal verbs from the box and interview your 

partner. 

 

stay in       get in     turned out     hand in   be in 

stands out    fit in      throw out      find out 

 

a.  What do you usually do when you  stay  in  for an evening? 

b.  Do you know anyone who really _______ because of their clothes or behaviour? 

c.  Do you find it easy to _______ old things or do you keep everything? 

d.  What time do you usually _______ from work or college? 

e.  Have you got any homework to _______ soon? 

f.   Have you ever joined a club or been to a place where you didn't_______. Did you feel 

nervous or anxious? Did you go there again? 

g.  What music and clothes _______ at the moment? 

h.  Have you ever been in anything that was difficult to organise but in the end it _______ 

to be a success? 

 

 

 
 


