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Adjectives 
 
Activity 1 
Match the adjectives on the left with their definitions on the right. 
 
1. dynamic a. controlled by rules or regulations 
2. distressing b. harmful 
3. punctual c. hurt or upset by someone 
4. detrimental d. on time 
5. regulated e. not in fashion, no longer current 
6. offended f. full of energy or enthusiasm and able to get things done 
7. outdated g. accepting, prepared to let something happen that you don’t agree with 
8. tolerant h. causing upset or worry 
 
Activity 2 
Complete the gaps in the sentences below using the words from the left hand column above. 
 
1. It’s really important to be ____________________ in some countries – people will get annoyed if 

you turn up late to a meeting. 
 
2. In the some countries, staying loyal to one company for your whole life is considered 

____________________ – hardly anyone does it any more. 
 
3. It’s very important to be ____________________ of other people’s beliefs when you move to 

another country. 
 
4. Living far away from your family can be quite ____________________, especially when you’re ill 

or having a difficult time, so it’s important to meet people and make friends quickly. 
 
5. These days, many companies are looking for ____________________ individuals who will bring 

creativity and enthusiasm to the job. 
 
6. Try not to be ____________________ if someone does something that is considered rude in your 

culture – most likely they are just unaware of these differences. 
 
7. The issuing of work visas is often heavily ____________________ and it can be difficult to get one 

for some countries. 
 
8. Not taking time to learn about how things work in your host culture can be ___________________ 

to your success in fitting in with your colleagues. 
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KEY 
 
Activity 1 
1. dynamic f. full of energy or enthusiasm and able to get things done  
2. distressing h. causing upset or worry  
3. punctual d. on time  
4. detrimental b. harmful  
5. regulated a. controlled by rules or regulations  
6. offended c. hurt or upset by someone 
7. outdated e. not in fashion, no longer current  
8. tolerant g. accepting, prepared to let something happen that you don’t agree with  

 
 

Activity 2 
1. It’s really important to be punctual in some countries – people will get annoyed if you turn up late 

to a meeting. 
 
2. In the some countries, staying loyal to one company for your whole life is considered outdated – 

hardly anyone does it any more. 
 
3. It’s very important to be tolerant of other people’s beliefs when you move to another country. 
 
4. Living far away from your family can be quite distressing, especially when you’re ill or having a 

difficult time, so it’s important to meet people and make friends quickly. 
 
5. These days, many companies are looking for dynamic individuals who will bring creativity and 

enthusiasm to the job. 
 
6. Try not to be offended if someone does something that is considered rude in your culture – most 

likely they are just unaware of these differences. 
 
7. The issuing of work visas is often heavily regulated and it can be difficult to get one for some 

countries. 
 
8. Not taking time to learn about how things work in your host culture can be detrimental to your 

success in fitting in with your colleagues. 
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The vocabulary on this worksheet can be found in the following sections of Working Abroad: 
 
003 Body language 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/u3_1_1.shtml 
 
004 Time 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/u4_1_1.shtml 
 
005 Status 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/u4_1_1.shtml 
 
006 Relationships 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/u6_1_1.shtml 
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