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Reading Comprehension: Andre – The Person 
 
Activity 1 
Make a list of at least eight jobs you can think of that are part of the film or movie industry. 
 

1. (example) actor/actress 

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.    

8.   

9.   

 
Activity 2 
Read what Andre says about himself and his job below. Then answer the questions on the next page.  
 
“My name is Andre Silvestri and I'm a filmmaker. I am a producer-director and I make documentaries. 

I make also some corporate videos and community related projects as well. I've being living abroad for 

about seven years now.” 

 

“The job of a producer is very much office based. If you are a producer and you want to develop a 

project you need to think about all different aspects regarding that film from where to find the funding, 

the money to make it, the people and the equipment that you will need to get this project together, the 

places where you need to go to actually film it and how you are going to be able to put the film together 

after you filmed it, after you shot it. So this work can be very stressful sometimes but it is very 

rewarding when you finish your project and you see it and so it's quite nice.” 

 



___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Working Abroad       bbclearningenglish.com                                      ©BBC Learning English 2008              
                                                                                                                                                                                   Page 2 of 5 

10 

15 

20 

“The job of the director on the other hand is a little bit different. The director would be more involved 

with everything that is creative within that particular piece of film or that particular documentary. So 

the director would be interested in who's the person who is going to be in the film and why? What does 

he have to say, what is important about that and how can we portray this person in a way that would 

make sense to the piece that we want to show. And apart from that, all the technicalities involved in 

order to achieve your aims.” 

 

“About a year and a half ago we been back to the Amazon - being Brazilian it was something I always 

wanted to go there - to develop a project, a beautiful project, with midwives there. So we went to the 

middle of the forest just to see the work of these old ladies, just to follow their way, they are very, very 

important within the environment of the forest because they are the ones that would go from village to 

village to help the ladies give birth. At the moment they are actually setting an example to the whole 

Brazilian society to try to go back to the old traditional way of caring and delivering a baby without 

being through a caesarean.” 

 

 

 
1. What kinds of films does Andre make? 

 

 

2. How long has Andre been living overseas? 

 

 

3. Does Andre enjoy everything about his job?  

 

 

4. Name two things that a producer does. 
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5. Name two things that a director does. 

 

 

6. What does a midwife do? 

 

 

7. How are the midwives in the Amazon helping women all over Brazil? 

 

 

8. How does Andre feel about the Midwives Project? How do you know? 

 
 
 
Activity 3 
Imagine you are a director and you have been asked to make a documentary about foreigners working 
in your country. Decide what kind of people you want to include in your film and why. What will your 
overall message be? 
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KEY 
 
Activity 1 
Suggested answers 
 

1. director (this person is responsible for the creative side of the film, deciding how the characters 
are shown and how the movie is filmed) 

 
2. producer (this person organises the funding for the film, along with the equipment and 

locations that are needed) 
 
3. costume designer (this person finds or makes the clothes for the actors) 
 
4. make-up artist (this person does the actors’ make-up) 
 
5. hairdresser (this person does the actors’ hair) 

 
6. casting director (this person finds the actors for the film) 
 
7. stuntman (this person does the ‘stunts’ in the film – these are any actions that are too difficult 

or dangerous for the actors to do themselves) 
 
8. scriptwriter (this person writes the script for the film) 
 
9. sound recordist (this person is responsible for how the sound is recorded for the film) 
 
10. cameraman (this person works with the director to film the movie) 
 
11. lighting technician (this person makes sure that the lighting is correct for each shot of the film) 
 
12. editor (this person works with the director to edit the movie after it has been filmed) 
 
13. production assistant (this person assists the producer) 
 
14. composer (this person writes the music for the film) 

 
Activity 2 
1. What kinds of films does Andre make? Documentaries and corporate videos. (lines 1-2) 
 
2. How long has Andre been living overseas? Seven years. (line 3) 
 
3. Does Andre enjoy everything about his job? Mostly yes, although he finds some aspects of it 

stressful. He likes watching the finished project. (lines 8-9) 
 
4. Name two things that a producer does. Answers can be any two of the following: gets funding, 

organises the people you need, organises the equipment you need, organises the places/locations 
for filming, decides how to put the film together after filming has finished. (lines 4-9) 
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5. Name two things that a director does. Answers can be any two of the following: works on the 

creative side of the project, thinks about who the people in the film are and why they are there, 
decides what is important about what he/she says, decides how to portray/show these people, looks 
after the technical side of filming. (lines 10-15) 

 
6. What does a midwife do? She helps other women give birth. (lines 19-20) 
 
7. How are the midwives in the Amazon helping women all over Brazil? Because they are 

encouraging people to deliver the traditional way/naturally, without having a caesarean. (lines 21-
22) 

 
8. How does Andre feel about the Midwives project? How do you know? He feels very positive about 

it. We know this because of the language he uses: ‘a beautiful project’ (line 17) and ‘they are very, 
very important.’ (lines 18-19) 

 
 
The interview extracts on this worksheet can be found in the following sections of Working Abroad: 
 
Andre – Part 1: The Person  
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/andre.shtml 
 
Andre – Part 2: The job 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/andre1_2_1.shtml 
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