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Programme 6: Relationships 
 
Activity 1 
Read through the sentences below. Then listen to the programme and write the numbers 1 - 12 next to 
the sentences according to the order you hear them in. The first one has been done for you. 
 

 
“There’s a lot of ambiguity around, you don’t quite know what’s going to happen next in 
some cases.” 
 

 “It’s not difficult to build relationships, but it takes time until they invite you to their home.” 
 

 
“There is material in books, there are other sort of websites and so on but talking to people is 
really one of the best things you can do here.” 
 

1 
“When we say ‘relationships’ we’re not just talking about boyfriends, girlfriends, husbands 
and wives.” 
 

 
“The danger of stereotypes is that we end up taking action based on them before we find out 
if the people in front of us really reflect that stereotype.” 
 

 
“If you make friends with people from different cultures, even if it’s not the dominant 
culture, this is important to keep your perspective.” 
 

 
“The multi-ethnic background in this hospital for example has also helped me to learn a bit 
more about different, other cultures.” 
 

 
“Perhaps one of the best ways is to forget what you think you know about another culture 
and instead respond to how people actually act towards you.” 
 

 
“If you don’t get a good response, try somebody else and you can always fall back on the 
books of course, at the end of the day.” 
 

 “The best thing to say is to make broad generalisations and then go and test them out.” 
 

 
“There are certain characteristics that will make some people be more successful working 
across cultures.” 
 

 “Mix with different cultures when you’re abroad, accept that sometimes it’ll be difficult and 
talk to people who’ve already moved abroad.” 
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Activity 2 
Which of these sentences is the best definition of a ‘stereotype’? 
 

a. An idea about a group of people that is always true. 
b. An idea about a group of people that is never true. 
c. An idea about a group of people that is sometimes true. 
 

What stereotypes exist about people from your country? Do you think you fit these stereotypes? Are 
they generally true or false? 
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KEY 
 
Activity 1 

4 
“There’s a lot of ambiguity around, you don’t quite know what’s going to happen next in 
some cases.” 
 

2 “It’s not difficult to build relationships, but it takes time until they invite you to their home.” 
 

11 
“There is material in books, there are other sort of websites and so on but talking to people is 
really one of the best things you can do here.” 
 

1 
“When we say ‘relationships’ we’re not just talking about boyfriends, girlfriends, husbands 
and wives.” 
 

8 
“The danger of stereotypes is that we end up taking action based on them before we find out 
if the people in front of us really reflect that stereotype.” 
 

5 
“If you make friends with people from different cultures, even if it’s not the dominant 
culture, this is important to keep your perspective.” 
 

10 
“The multi-ethnic background in this hospital for example has also helped me to learn a bit 
more about different, other cultures.” 
 

7 
“Perhaps one of the best ways is to forget what you think you know about another culture 
and instead respond to how people actually act towards you.” 
 

12 
“If you don’t get a good response, try somebody else and you can always fall back on the 
books of course, at the end of the day.” 
 

9 “The best thing to say is to make broad generalisations and then go and test them out.” 
 

3 
“There are certain characteristics that will make some people be more successful working 
across cultures.” 
 

6 
“Mix with different cultures when you’re abroad, accept that sometimes it’ll be difficult and 
talk to people who’ve already moved abroad.” 
 

 
Activity 2 
Which of these sentences is the best definition of a ‘stereotype’? 

a. An idea about a group of people that is always true. 
b. An idea about a group of people that is never true. 
c. An idea about a group of people that is sometimes true. 

 
This worksheet was created to supplement Working Abroad programme 6 which can be found here: 
 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/business/wab/ramfiles/prog6.ram 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/business/wab/ramfiles/prog6.ram

