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Articles 
Look at the text below about different attitudes towards time. All the articles have been left out. 
Complete the sentences with either ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’. 
 

When you look at time according to (1) _________________ theory that is currently accepted, there are 

two main attitudes: monochronic and polychronic. In monochronic time things are linear, there is  

(2) _________________ straight line. There’s (3) _________________ beginning and there’s 

(4) _________________ end and more importantly there is only one thing happening at  

(5) ________________ time. (6) _________________ polychronic attitude to time is where you’ve got 

(7) ________________ number of things that can be happening at (8) _________________ same time. 

(9) ________________ actual attitude to time is much looser.  

 

In monochronic cultures, for example in Germany and Britain, time is often our master, rather than our 

servant. We are always short of time, there’s never enough of it and we have to work out how best to 

manage it. Time is always escaping from us. 

 

In polychronic cultures, time is in abundance and people are (10) _________________ masters of time. 

We give time as we wish, when we wish and to whom we wish. It’s (11) _________________ much 

more flexible approach with perhaps more than one event occurring at (12) _________________ same 

time. 

 

(13) _________________ good example of (14) _________________ polychronic culture can be found 

in Latin America and (15) _________________ Arab world. These are places where other things 

become more important than time. It’s not just that people in these cultures have (16) _____________ 

different attitude to time, but that time takes (17) _________________ second or even  

(18) _________________ third place to other things that are much more important in that cultural 

environment. (19) _________________ key example of something that would be more important is 

building relationships and trust with people. In these cultures (20) _________________ five minute 

meeting would never be long enough because that wouldn’t be enough time to build these relationships. 
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KEY 
 

When you look at time according to (1) the theory that is currently accepted, there are two main 

attitudes: monochronic and polychronic. In monochronic time things are linear, there is (2) a straight 

line. There’s (3) a beginning and there’s (4) an end and more importantly there is only one thing 

happening at (5) a time. (6) A polychronic attitude to time is where you’ve got (7) a number of things 

that can be happening at (8) the same time. (9) The actual attitude to time is much looser.  

 

In monochronic cultures, for example in Germany and Britain, time is often our master, rather than our 

servant. We are always short of time, there’s never enough of it and we have to work out how best to 

manage it. Time is always escaping from us. 

 

In polychronic cultures, time is in abundance and people are (10) the masters of time. We give time as 

we wish, when we wish and to whom we wish. It’s (11) a much more flexible approach with perhaps 

more than one event occurring at (12) the same time. 

 

(13) A good example of (14) a polychronic culture can be found in Latin America and (15) the Arab 

world. These are places where other things become more important than time. It’s not just that people in 

these cultures have (16) a different attitude to time, but that time takes (17) a second or even (18) a third 

place to other things that are much more important in that cultural environment. (19) A key example of 

something that would be more important is building relationships and trust with people. In these cultures 

(20) a five minute meeting would never be long enough because that wouldn’t be enough time to build 

these relationships. 

 

 
This worksheet can be used to supplement the following section of Working Abroad: 
 
004 Time  
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/u4_1_1.shtml 
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