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Conditionals 
 
Activity 1 
Match the sentence halves on the left with those on the right to make correct sentences about the 
interviewees from Working Abroad. 
 
1. If all the members of Adam’s band were from  
    Poland, 

a. you could/would work in any country in the     
    world. 

2. Adam will/can take a day off work b. he will/might find it difficult to find another job  
    in Germany. 

3. Unless Federico improves his German, c. she can/will be able to return to France but still   
    work for German clients. 

4. Provided that Maralde continues to work for  
    IBM, 

d. on condition that he gives his boss three days  
    notice. 

5. Even if Adam takes a day off work to play a gig  
    with his band, 

e. he would/might not have been able to work as a  
    doctor in the UK. 

6. So long as you can get a working visa, f. you will/might find it easier to live and work  
    abroad. 

7. If Chris hadn’t registered himself with the  
    General Medical Council, 

g. they could/would speak to each other in Polish. 

8. If you follow Richard Cook’s advice, h. he won’t/might not lose his job. 

 
Activity 2 
Choose the modal verb (e.g. could, would, can) that makes the most sense out of the pairs in each 
sentence. 
 
Example: If I worked abroad, I could/might learn a new language. 
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KEY 
The most preferable modals are in bold italics 
 
 
1. If all the members of Adam’s band were from  
    Poland, 

g. they could/would speak to each other in Polish. 

2. Adam will/can take a day off work d. on condition that he gives his boss three  
    days notice. 

3. Unless Federico improves his German, b. he will/might find it difficult to find another job   
    in Germany. (N.B ‘might’ makes more sense  
    here as he has already found a job in Germany  
    without being fluent in the language) 
 

4. Provided that Maralde continues to work for  
    IBM, 

c. she can/will be able to return to France but still  
    work for German clients. (both modals are    
    equally acceptable) 
 

5. Even if Adam takes a day off work to play a gig  
    with his band, 

h. he won’t/might not lose his job. 

6. So long as you can get a working visa, a. you could/would work in any country in the  
    world. 

7. If Chris hadn’t registered himself with the  
    General Medical Council, 

e. he would/might not have been able to work as a  
    doctor in the UK. 

8. If you follow Richard Cook’s advice, f. you will/might find it easier to live and work  
    abroad. *Both answers are correct depending  
    on your opinion!* 

 
This worksheet can be used to supplement the following sections of Working Abroad: 
 
Federico 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/federico.shtml 
 
Adam 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/adam.shtml 
 
Maralde 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/maralde.shtml 
 
Chris 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/chris.shtml 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/federico.shtml
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/adam.shtml
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/maralde.shtml
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/chris.shtml
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Andre 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/andre.shtml 
 
Richard Cook – expert 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/richard.shtml 
 
 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/andre.shtml
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/business/wab/richard.shtml

