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Detailed information: People and Organizations 
 
The following people and organizations are mentioned in The Handy Guide 5: Warren Bennis. What 
information is given about them? Note as much information as you can. 
 
 
1. Kennedy and Reagan 
 
2. Isaiah Berlin. 

 
3. Jack Welch 
 
4. WB Yeats 
 
5. Wayne Gretzky 
 
6. Burt Nanus 
 
8. Neil Armstrong 
 
9. Karl Wallenda 
 
10. Harold Williams 

 
11. The Manhattan Project 
 
12. Steve Jobs 
 
13. Gladstone and Disraeli 
 
14. Frederick the Great 
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KEY 
 
1. Kennedy and Reagan 

He’s been an adviser to four presidents of the United States, including both Kennedy and 
Reagan… 

 
2. Isaiah Berlin 

He likes to quote the British philosopher, Isaiah Berlin who distinguished between the 
hedgehog, who he said knows one big thing, and the fox who knows many small things. 
 

3. Jack Welch 
Jack Welch the legendary boss of General Electric 

 
4. WB Yeats 

A quotation from Sophocles jostles for a place in his pages with a verse from the poet WB 
Yeats… 

 
5. Wayne Gretzky 

A quotation from Sophocles jostles for a place in his pages with a verse from the poet WB Yeats 
and a nugget of wisdom from the hockey star Wayne Gretzky. 

 
6. Burt Nanus 

Warren's seminal work on leadership is his book Leaders, which he wrote with his colleague 
Burt Nanus in 1985. 

 
8. Neil Armstrong 

They [interviewees for ‘Leaders’] included unusual characters such as the astronaut, Neil 
Armstrong… 

 
9. Karl Wallenda 

They included unusual characters such as the astronaut, Neil Armstrong and Karl Wallenda, a 
tightrope walker… 

 
10. Harold Williams 

Warren tells how he asked Harold Williams, then president of the Getty Foundation to name 
the experience that did most to shape him as a leader. Williams replied that it was being passed 
over for the presidency of Norton Simon, a big corporation. When it happened he was furious 
and demanded reasons, most of which he considered idiotic. Finally, a friend told him that 
some of the reasons were valid and that he should change. He did, and a year later became 
president of the Getty. 
 

11. The Manhattan Project 
Here [in ‘Organizing Genius’] he looked at the Manhattan Project, the group that produced the 
first atomic bomb. 
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12. Steve Jobs 
…'you are changing the world' Steve Jobs told the people at Apple Computers in the early days, 
and in a way they were. 

 
13. Gladstone and Disraeli 

In typical Bennis fashion he relates a story from British history about the two nineteenth 
century political leaders, Gladstone and Disraeli. It was said that when you had dinner with 
Mr. Gladstone you felt that he was the most brilliant and intelligent person that you were ever 
likely to meet. But when you dined with his opponent, Mr. Disraeli, you felt that YOU were the 
most brilliant and intelligent. You can guess which of the two Bennis thinks would make the 
better leader in today's world. 

 
14. Frederick the Great 

Frederick the Great won the Seven Years War. Who else was the winner? 
 
 
 


