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Text completion 
Complete the text below with phrasal verbs. 
 
The perfect get-away? 

John and I had been planning (1) ______________________ for months, so I was really excited when 

the day finally came to leave on our two-week holiday to Thailand. We (2) ______________________ 

really early – we didn’t want to miss our flight and anyway, I wanted to do some duty-free shopping. 

As it turned out, we needn’t have (3) ______________________ so early because our flight was 

delayed for six hours. We got bored and irritable waiting around for so long, but eventually our flight 

was called. We made our way onto the plane and sat down. We were just about 

(4) ______________________ when the captain announced that there was a problem with one of the 

plane’s engines, and we had to get off. By now we were getting angry. We all got off and then, after a 

further two-hour wait, got onto another plane. Finally, nine hours after we had arrived at the airport, we 

(5) ______________________ About halfway through the flight, we (6) ______________________ in 

Dubai to change planes. Unfortunately John had started to feel sick. He rushed to the toilets in the 

airport and only came out an hour later, looking very pale and tired. ‘I feel terrible,’ he said. ‘So do I,’ 

I told him. ‘We’ve missed our connecting flight. The next one doesn’t leave until tomorrow.’ 

We spent the night in an expensive hotel in Dubai, neither of us getting any sleep because John was 

sick all night. The next morning he was feeling better and we (7) ______________________ once 

more for the airport. This time the flight went smoothly and we were soon at Bangkok airport waiting 

for our luggage to arrive. 

 

We waited. And waited. And waited. Somehow, our luggage had got lost. For the past week, instead of 

relaxing on a beach I have spent my time phoning the airline and living in the hotel’s dressing gown – I 

only have the clothes I travelled in. Some dream get-away! I can’t wait (8) ______________________ 

home! 
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KEY 
 
1. to get away 
2. set off 
3. set off 
4. to take off 
5. took off 
6. stopped off 
7. set off  
8. to get back 


