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Comprehension 
Choose the correct answer for each of the questions below. 

 

1. What’s the best way to begin improving your vocabulary? 
  

a. read a lot of novels 
b. buy a good dictionary 
c. listen to the radio 

 
2. You need a dictionary that is: 
 

a. for academic purposes 
b. the biggest you can find 
c. an up-to-date learner dictionary at your level of English 

 
3. What is MOST USEFUL about using a good learner dictionary to improve your English for an 

exam?  
 

a. it puts words in context and shows you how to use them  
b. it gives you the spelling of words  
c. it gives you informal expressions 

  
4. What is the ‘etymology’ of a word? 
  

a. its spelling  
b. its source and real meanings  
c. its most common collocation 

 
5. What are ‘collocations’? 
  

a. groups of words that are often used together 
b. lists of words 
c. definitions in the dictionary 

 
6. Your ‘passive vocabulary’ is: 
 

a. The language you are trying to learn 
b. The language you can use easily 
c. The language you can recognise but not use easily 
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7. Your ‘active vocabulary’ is: 
  

a. the business English you know  
b. the language you are trying to learn  
c. the language you can use easily 
 

8. What do you need to look at when you look up a word in the dictionary: 
  

a. the definition  
b. how the language is used 
c. the spelling and pronunciation 
d. all of the above 
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KEY 
 
 
1. b 
2. c 
3. a 
4. b 
5. a 
6. c 
7. c 
8. d 
 


