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Getting to know your dictionary 
Look at your dictionary and answer the questions below. 
 

1. When was your dictionary published? What does this tell you? 
 
 
2. Is your dictionary specifically for learners of English? Why is it a good idea to have a 

dictionary that is? 
 
 
3. How can you tell what part of speech a word is? (e.g. noun, verb, adjective, etc.) 
 
 
4. Does your dictionary include example sentences? Why are they useful? 
 
 
5. Does your dictionary include useful phrases and collocations? (hint: look up the word ‘heart’) 

Why is it useful to have these? 
 
 

6. What are the words in the top corner of each page for? 
 
 
7. How can you use your dictionary to help you with pronunciation? 
 
 
8. How do you know if something is British or American English? (hint: look up the word 

‘colour’)? 
 
 
9. How does your dictionary show you that a word has more than one meaning? 
 
 
10. Does your dictionary have any pictures? What types of things do these show you? 
 
 
11. Does your dictionary tell you if a word is formal or informal? Why is this useful? 

 
 

12. Does your dictionary have any other features? 
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KEY 
 

1. The more recently a dictionary was published, the more up-to-date the language will be. 
Remember that English is changing every day. 

 
2. Dictionaries that are specifically for learners of English will usually have ‘learners’ written 

somewhere on the cover. It’s a good idea to have a dictionary specifically for learners because 
they contain even more information about the language than a normal dictionary. 

 
3. Most dictionaries write this in an abbreviated form after each word. For example ‘n.’ for ‘noun’ 

and ‘adj.’ for ‘adjective’. Most dictionaries have a key at the beginning to explain the codes. 
 
4. Example sentences are useful for showing you how a word is used in practice. 
 
5. Phrases and collocations show you the different uses of a word and help to further increase your 

vocabulary. They can also show you how the words are used grammatically. 
 
6. The words at the top of each page are to help you locate the word you are looking for more 

easily. The word in the top corner of the left hand page shows you the first word on that page, 
while the word in the top corner of the right hand page shows you the last word on that page. 

 
7. Most dictionaries include the ‘phonemic script’, which is a special code to show you the sounds 

of the word. The code is usually explained at the beginning or end of the dictionary. You can 
also see how many syllables there are in a word and which one is stressed. This is sometimes 
shown like this: ‘lis-ten. The apostrophe shows you that the first syllable is stressed and the 
hyphen shows you that there are two syllables. 

 
8. British English words or spelling is usually shown with ‘BrE’ while American English is shown 

with ‘AmE’. 
 
9. If a word has more than one meaning then the different definitions will be numbered separate;y 

in the dictionary entry. 
 
10. Pictures are often used to show groups of similar objects (e.g. under ‘pan’ there might be 

pictures of different types of cooking pans). 
 
11. It’s useful to know whether a word is formal or informal so you know which situations it is 

okay to use it in. 
 

12. Most good dictionaries have a few pages at the beginning which tell you about the different 
features which that dictionary has. 

 


