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Vocabulary 
Activity 1 
Circle the word that doesn’t fit in each group.  
 
1.  to encourage  to support  to criticise 

2.  slowly   rapidly   gradually 

3.  minimum  utmost   least 

4.  inevitable  unpredictable  random 

5.  a summary  a synopsis  a complete text 

6.  absorption  expulsion  incorporation 

 
 
 
Activity 2 
Complete these sentences using the vocabulary items above. There may be more than one possible 
answer. 
 

1. I wish my parents would __________________ me more. They don’t do anything to make me feel 
more confident. 
 

2. I learnt those words quite __________________ - it only took about half an hour of revision. 
 

3. We expect you to attend a __________________ of three classes a week. 
 

4. It was __________________ that she would get the highest marks – she’s always been the best in 
the class. 
 

5. Unfortunately you will need to read the __________________ as you need to know all the details. 
 

6. Your __________________ of information depends on how well you can concentrate in class. 
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KEY 
 
Activity 1 

1. To criticise – this means ‘to say negative things about someone or their performance’, while 
both ‘to encourage’ and ‘to support’ involve saying positive things. 

 
2. Rapidly – this means ‘very fast’, but ‘slowly’ and ‘gradually’ have an idea of ‘very slow’. 
 
3. Utmost – this means ‘the most or largest amount that is possible’, while ‘minimum’ and ‘least’ 

mean ‘the least or smallest amount that is possible’. 
 
4. Inevitable – this means that something is ‘certain to happen’, while ‘unpredictable’ and 

‘random’ mean that something may or may not happen – it’s uncertain. 
 
5. A complete text – this refers to a ‘whole text’, whereas ‘summary’ and ‘synopsis’ are short 

versions of a text, including only the main points. 
 
6. Expulsion – this is used to show something is ‘pushed out or away’, but ‘absorption’ and 

‘incorporation’ mean that it is ‘taken in, or included’. 
 

 
Activity 2 

1. Encourage or support 
 
2. Rapidly 
 
3. Minimum 
 
4. Inevitable 
 
5. Complete text 
 
6. Absorption 


