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Comprehension 
Choose the correct answers to the questions below. 
 
1. In a listening exam, you __________ hear the recording more than once. 

a. always 
b. never 
c. usually 
 

2. Make sure you're familiar with the __________ of the exam, for example, if you'll hear things once 
or twice. 

a. length 
b. timing 
c. structure 
 

3. Why should you read the question very carefully before you hear the exam tape? 
a. to know what you’re listening for 
b. to improve your vocabulary 
c. to help improve your pronunciation 
 

4. It will help you focus on the question if you put _____ _____ on it as you listen for the answer. 
a. a tick 
b. your finger 
c. across 
 

5. There is __________ a gap between the answers to the questions on a listening exam. 
a. always 
b. never 
c. usually 
 

6. If you have the chance to hear things twice, use the second time: 
a. to read the next question 
b. to relax for a moment 
c. to confirm your guess was right the first time 
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KEY 
 
1. c 
Nuala: Most listening exams give you a second chance – they give you time to listen again. A word of  

warning though - notice that Karen said ‘usually’ and ‘normally’. She didn’t say ‘always’. So it’s 
important to be prepared and know what to expect in the particular exam you’re doing.  

 
2. c 
Mark Shea: Make sure you’re familiar with the structure of the exam. Sometimes you’ll hear things one  

time only; sometimes you might hear things twice. You need to know whether you’re going to hear 
once or twice. Are they going to repeat parts? Or will you hear only once? 

 
3. a 
Mark Shea: It’s important to read the question before you hear the tape, so you know what to listen for.  

Are you listening for specific information, or is it more a kind of global understanding that will be 
important in answering the question? 

 
4. b 
Margaret John: Another golden rule that will really help you in a listening exam is to keep your finger  

on the question. Don’t be distracted by all that other language going around. So keep your eyes on 
the question. When you’ve heard the answer to that question, move straight to the next question, 
and put your finger on it, and pay attention to that and that alone. Don’t be distracted by all the 
other information going on around you. 

 
5. c 
Margaret John: If you want to see what I’m talking about, look at a copy of a transcript, and you’ll  

find that there’s often six, seven, eight, even nine lines between one answer and the next. 
 
6. c 
Mark Shea: If you have the chance to hear things twice, try and form an opinion the first time you  
      listen, and then the second time you listen you should be confirming that your guess was right the     
      first time. Make sure that you do listen the second time, and don’t just think that you’ve got the  
      answer right the first time round. 
 


