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In this slideshow we hear from Edith Devaney, the curator of the summer exhibition at the Royal Academy of 

Arts in London. 

Hello, my name is Edith Devaney and I work at the Royal Academy of Arts and look after the annual 

summer exhibition. 

This year we had 12,000 submissions, which is quite a significant number.  

Everything that we show here has to have been executed in the last one or two years; it has to be 

very current. 

We have oil paintings on canvas, we have paintings on boards, we have acrylic paintings, there are 

watercolours, there are prints; and the different variety of print making is amazing, from wood block 

printing, to etching, to computer-generated printing. We have photography now, we have sculpture 

and we have architecture. There's also some video art on film, so it's all here. 

We're in gallery three where we have the salon hang, and this piece that we're standing in front of 

here is by Keith Tyson, who is a relatively young British artist – still in his early forties – and this is 

from a series of his work called 'Nature Painting'. The artist saw how oil pigmentation mixed with 

chemicals created this unusual effect. I think it's absolutely beautiful – very organic in form, it looks 

like a raging volcano, very reminiscent of John Martin's work from a different century. 

We're in the central hall, which focuses mainly on photography. We've got the Martin Creed in the 

centre of the gallery – the stack of chairs. We have a beautiful photograph by Darren Almond; and 

we have a portrait by Cindy Sherman, who was very recently elected as an honorary academician.  

The summer exhibition was established when the Academy was actually established and the reason 

for having an annual exhibition was to provide artists of the time to have a platform to show their 

work. So it's very much artist focused. 

 


