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1.  The poem was written in memory of the poet's deceased lover. It is a beautiful and very 
__________ piece of writing. 

a) elegance 
b) elegiac 
c) enervating 
d) elementary 
 
2.  The __________ scheme of the poem is ABAB, meaning that the sounds that end the first 

and the third, and the second and the fourth, lines are the same. 
a) rhythm 
b) syllable 
c) rhyme 
d) riddle 
 
3.  In addition to plays, Shakespeare wrote many poems, including 154 __________. These 

poems all have 14 lines. 
a) sonnets 
b) poets 
c) songs 
d) poetry 
 
4.  "The Odyssey" is an example of an __________ poem. These poems are usually long and 

tell the story of the actions of ancient gods or of famous men and women.  
a) epigrammatic 
b) episodic 
c) equine 
d) epic 
 
5.  I can't memorise that poem, it's too long. It's got more than 30 __________. 
a) stanzas 
b) chapters 
c) episodes 
d) titles 
 
6.  When you listen closely to the words of that pop song, they're actually very __________. 
a) poetry 
b) poem 
c) poetic 
d) poetically 
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ANSWERS: 

 

1.  The poem was written in memory of the poet's deceased lover.  It is a beautiful and very 

__________ piece of writing. 

a) elegance – 'Elegance' is a noun.  You need an adjective here. Try again. 

b) elegaic – This is the correct answer. An elegy is a sad poem composed in memory of 

someone who has died. 

c) enervating – If something is enervating' it makes you feel tired. 

d) elementary – 'Elementary' is used to describe something that is easy, simple or straightforward. 

Try again. 

 

 

2.  The __________ scheme of the poem is ABAB, meaning that the sounds that end the first 

and the third, and the second and the fourth, lines are the same. 

a) rhythm – 'Rhythm' is the regular, repeated pattern of syllables (not sounds) within a line of a 

poem, not just at the end of line. Try again. 

b) syllable – A syllable is a part of a word containing a vowel sound. The word 'poem' has two 

syllables ('po' and 'em'). Try again. 

c) rhyme – This is the correct answer. An example of a rhyme is 'cat' and 'mat'. 

d) riddle – A riddle is a difficult and often amusing question to which you can try and guess an 

answer. Sometimes riddles are also poems, but not always. 

 

 

3.  In addition to plays, Shakespeare wrote many poems, including 154 __________. These 

poems all have 14 lines. 

a) sonnets – This is the correct answer. 

b) poets – Poets are the people who write poems.  Here you need a word which describes a 

specific kind of poetry. Try again! 

c) songs – Songs are written to be sung. This type of poem was written to be read. Try again. 

d) poetry – 'Poetry' is a general word meaning poems or the writing of poetry. Here you need a 

word describing a specific type of poem. Try again. 
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4.  "The Odyssey" is an example of an __________ poem. These poems are usually long and 

tell the story of the actions of ancient gods or of famous men and women. 

a) epigrammatic – 'Epigrammatic' is the adjective of 'epigram'. An epigram is a short, amusing 

saying or poem. The word you need here describes a long, not a short, poem. 

b) episodic – 'Episodic' means 'made up of several episodes' (separate, usually loosely connected, 

parts). Try again. 

c) equine – 'Equine' means related to horses and is definitely not the right answer here! 

d) epic – This is the correct answer. 

 

 

5.  I can't memorise that poem, it's too long. It's got more than 30 __________. 

a) stanzas – This is the correct answer. Well done! Stanzas are sections of a poem. 

b) chapters – A chapter is a part or section of a book, not a poem. Try again. 

c) episodes – A TV series is made up of single episodes or broadcasts. Try again. 

d) titles – A title is the name of a poem, song or book. Try again. 

 

 

6.  When you listen closely to the words of that pop song, they're actually very __________. 

a) poetry – 'Poetry' is a noun that refers to means a collection of poems or poems in general. Try 

again. 

b) poem – 'Poem' is a noun. You need a different part of speech here. Try again. 

c) poetic – This is correct. Well done! 

d) poetically – 'Poetically' is the adverb. You need a different part of speech here. Try again. 

 

 

You can try this quiz online at:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?ContentType=text/html;quiz=1142_writing_poetry  
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