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1.  In winter, I dry my clothes in the __________ because it's too wet and cold to dry them on 
the washing line outside. 

a) washing machine 
b) clothes line 
c) tumble dryer 
d) wringer 
 
2.  It's important to check the laundry symbols on the label inside your clothes; some clothes 

can't be washed at home and instead need to be professionally __________. 
a) dry cleaned 
b) wrung out 
c) ironed 
d) rinsed 
 
3.  What a tough interview!  They really put me __________ the wringer! 
a) to 
b) in  
c) on 
d) through 
 
4.  Listen to them arguing again!  They really shouldn't _________ like that. 
a) wash their dirty clothes in public 
b) wash their dirty linen in private 
c) wash their dirty linen in public 
d) dry their dirty linen in public 
 
5.  Let's get as much money out of them as we can. We'll really __________. 
a) wash them up 
b) hang them out to dry 
c) hang them up to dry 
d) wash them down 
 
6. Setting your washing machine to do a high speed __________ reduces drying time.  
a) rinse 
b) spun 
c) spin 
d) pre-wash 
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ANSWERS: 

 

1.  In winter, I dry my clothes in the __________ because it's too wet and cold to dry them on 

the washing line outside. 

a) washing machine – This is not the correct answer. A washing machine washes clothes, it 

doesn't usually dry them. Try again. 

b) clothes line – This is not the correct answer. A clothes line is a plastic rope on which clothes 

are hung out to dry using wooden or plastic pegs. 

c) tumble dryer – This is the correct answer. A tumble dryer is a machine that dries by 

blowing heated air through wet clothes. 

d) wringer – This is not the correct answer. A wringer is an old-fashioned machine that squeezes 

wet clothes between two rollers in order to remove water. Try again. 

 

 

2.  It's important to check the laundry symbols on the label inside your clothes; some clothes 

can't be washed at home and instead need to be professionally __________. 

a) dry cleaned – This is the correct answer. Well done! 

b) wrung out – This is not the correct answer. 'Wrung out' means 'squeezed to reduce water'. Try 

again. 

c) ironed – This is not the correct answer. 'Ironed' means pressed with a hot (usually electric) 

instrument to remove wrinkles from clothes. Try again. 

d) rinsed – This is not the correct answer. 'Rinsed' means washed with clean water to remove the 

product used to clean the clothes, usually washing powder or other kind of detergent. Try 

again.  

 

 

3.  What a tough interview!  They really put me __________ the wringer!  

a) to – This is not the correct answer. Try again. 

b) in – This is not the correct answer. Try again. 

c) on – This is not the correct answer. Try again. 

d) through – This is the correct answer. 'To put someone through the wringer' means to 

give them a hard time, to challenge them robustly. Well done! 
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4.  Listen to them arguing again!  They really shouldn't _________ like that. 

a) wash their dirty clothes in public – This is not the correct answer. Try a word with a similar 

meaning to 'clothes'.  

b) wash their dirty linen in private – This is not correct. Look for a word which means the 

opposite of 'private'.  

c) wash their dirty linen in public – This is correct. 'To wash (your) dirty linen in public' 

means 'to let people outside your family see the problems you are having at home'.  

d) dry their dirty linen in private – This is not correct. A phrase with the word 'wash' is needed 

here. 

 

 

5.  Let's get as much money out of them as we can. We'll really __________. 

a) wash them up – This is not correct. Try again. 

b) hang them out to dry – This is the correct answer. 'To hang someone out to dry' means 

'to get absolutely everything you can from them'. 

c) hang them up to dry – This is not correct. Try again. 

d) wash them down – This is not correct. Try again. 

 

 

6.  Setting your washing machine to do a high speed __________ reduces drying time.  

a) rinse – This is not correct. Try again. 

b) spun – This is not correct. A noun is needed here; 'spun' is the past tense (second) and past 

participle (third) form of the verb 'to spin'.  

c) spin – This is the correct answer. Well done! 

d) pre-wash – This is not correct. A pre-wash is an extra wash-rinse-spin cycle that is useful for 

very dirty clothes. Try again.  

 

 

You can try this quiz online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?quiz=1433_laundry 
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