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1.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 
a) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sisters friends. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. 
b) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sisters' friends. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. 
c) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sister's friends. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. 
d) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sister's friend's. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. 
 
2.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 
a) My parents marriage has been a happy one. 
b) My parent's marriage has been a happy one. 
c) My parents' marriage has been a happy one. 
d) My parents's marriage has been a happy one. 
 
3.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 
a) The childrens toys are all over the place. 
b) The children's toys are all over the place. 
c) The childrens' toys are all over the place.  
d) The childrens toy's are all over the place.  
 
4.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 
a) You cannot go outside because its raining. 
b) You cannot go outside because it's raining. 
c) You cannot go outside because its' raining. 
d) You cannot go outside because it's is raining. 
 
5.  She needs to take her dog to the vet because __________. 
a) its hurt its leg.  
b) it's hurt its leg. 
c) its hurt it's leg. 
d) it's hurt it's leg. 
 
6.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 
a) It's been a long time since I saw Tom's wife. 
b) Its been a long time since I saw Tom's wife. 
c) Its' been a long time since I saw Toms' wife. 
d) It's been a long time since I saw Toms wife.
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ANSWERS: 

 

1.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 

a) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sisters friends. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. – You need an apostrophe to show that the friends belong to 

the sister. 

b) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sisters' friends. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. – Here, 'sister' is singular so the apostrophe is in the wrong 

place. 

c) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sister's friends. We go to the cinema 

together almost every Saturday night. – Well done! Here, 'sister' is singular so the 

apostrophe is in the correct place. 

d) I've got one sister and two brothers. I like my sister's friend's. We go to the cinema together 

almost every Saturday night. – Here, 'friends' is a plural noun so there is no need for an 

apostrophe. 

 
2.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 

a) My parents marriage had been a happy one. – It is the marriage of my parents so an 

apostrophe is needed to show possession.  

b)  My parent's marriage has been a happy one. – There are two parents in the marriage so the 

apostrophe isn't in the correct place here. 

c) My parents' marriage has been a happy one. – This is the correct answer. 

d) My parents's marriage has been a happy one. – When an apostrophe is needed to indicate 

possession of a plural noun that ends in 's', you only need one 's' at the end of the noun. 

 

3.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 

a) The childrens toys are all over the place. – The toys belong to the children so an 

apostrophe and an 's' are needed to indicate possession. 

b) The children's toys are all over the place. – This is the correct answer. Well done! 

c) The childrens' toys are all over the place. – The apostrophe is in the wrong place. 

d) The childrens toy's are all over the place. – The apostrophe is on the wrong word. You 

need to show that the toys belong to the children. 
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4.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 

a) You cannot go outside because its raining. – You need to use an apostrophe here to 

contract the verb 'to be'. Try again.  

b) You cannot go outside because it's raining. – This is the correct answer. Here 'it's' 

means 'it is'. 

c) You cannot go outside because its' raining. – The apostrophe is in the wrong place. 

d) You cannot go outside because it's is raining. – The contraction 'it's', meaning 'it is', is 

correct but you an extra word in this sentence. Try again. 

 

5.  She needs to take her dog to the vet because __________. 

a) its hurt its leg. – You need an apostrophe here to contract 'it' and 'has'. 

b) it's hurt its leg. – Well done. In this sentence 'it's' means 'it has'. 

c) its hurt it's leg. – 'Its' is a possessive pronoun like my/your/his/her/our/their, and it doesn't 

need an apostrophe. 

d) it's hurt it's leg. – You only need one apostrophe here. 

 

6.  Only one of the following sentences is correct. Which one? 

a) It's been a long time since I saw Tom's wife. – This is the right answer. Well done! 

b) Its been a long time since I saw Tom's wife. – You need one more apostrophe in this 

sentence. Try again. 

c) Its' been a long time since I saw Toms' wife. – You need two apostrophes in this sentence 

but neither of these is correct. Try again. 

d) It's been a long time since I saw Toms wife. – You need one more apostrophe in this 

sentence. Try again. 

 

You can try this quiz online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?quiz=169_apostrophes  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?quiz=169_apostrophes

