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1.  John had to prove to the bank manager that he had a job before the bank gave him a 
__________. John wanted to use the money to start a business. 

a) tip 
b) repossession  
c) loan 
d) profit 
 
2.  Pauline likes to live in luxury and often spends more than she earns. She's  always running 

up an __________. 
a) overboard 
b) overdraft 
c) overpay 
d) overload 
 
3.  Banks store some of their cash in a __________ to keep it safe. 
a) wallet 
b) cellar 
c) underground 
d) vault 
 
4.  Banks make money by charging borrowers a higher __________ than they pay out to 

depositors. 
a) interest rate 
b) exchange rate 
c) self-interest 
d) public interest 
 
5.  I asked the bank to set up a __________ to pay my gas bill automatically every month. 
a) court order  
b) bank balance 
c) loyalty card 
d) direct debit 
 
6.  A lot of critics didn't like Madonna's latest album but she's __________ because lots of her 

fans are buying it. 
a) running fast towards the bank 
b) robbing the bank 
c) breaking the doors of the bank 
d) laughing all the way to the bank 
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ANSWERS: 

 
1.  John had to prove to the bank manager that he had a job before the bank gave him a 

__________. John wanted to use the money to start a business. 

a) tip – A 'tip' is a small amount of money you give to someone who has provided a service to 

you. Try again. 

b) repossession – People 'face repossession' when they don't pay back money they borrowed to 

buy a house and the bank takes back the property. 

c) loan – This is the correct answer. Well done! A 'loan' is the money a bank provides to a 

borrower who pays it back in instalments.  

d) profit – A 'profit' is the money earned in trade or business, after paying the costs of producing 

and selling products and services. 

 

 

2.  Pauline likes to live in luxury and often spends more than she earns. She's  always running 

up an __________ . 

a) overboard – This means 'too excited or eager' about something. Try again. 

b) overdraft – This is an amount of money that a bank customer is temporarily allowed to 

owe to the bank, or the agreement which allows this. 

c) overpay – This means 'pay too much' for something. Try again. 

d) overload – This refers to something in excess. A person might have 'an information overload' 

or an electric circuit might be 'overloaded' and stop working. 

 

 

3.  Banks store some of their cash in a __________ to keep it safe. 

a) wallet – A 'wallet' is a small, flat container used for carrying banknotes, credit cards, etc. Try 

again. 

b) cellar – A 'cellar' is a room under the ground floor of a building, usually for storage of wine 

bottles and other items. 

c) underground – This means below street level and can be used as a synonym for the train 

system called 'metro' or 'tube'.  

d) vault – This is the correct answer! A 'vault' is a room in a bank, with thick walls and a 

strong door, which is used to store money and valuable things securely.  
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4.  Banks make money by charging borrowers a higher __________ than they pay out to 

depositors. 

a) interest rate – This is the correct answer. The 'interest rate' is the percentage that a bank 

pays into customers' accounts or charges borrowers. 

b) exchange rate – This is the rate at which the money of one country can be changed for money 

of another country.  

c) self-interest – This is when you consider the advantage to yourself when making decisions, and 

act for your own good. Try again. 

d) public interest – The 'public interest' refers to the common well-being of a community. Here, 

you need an expression which means the percentage a bank pays into its customers' accounts. 

 

 

5.  I asked the bank to set up a __________ to pay my gas bill automatically every month. 

a) court order – This is an instruction given by a court telling someone what they can or can't do. 

b) bank balance – This is the amount of money in a bank account. Try again. 

c) loyalty card – This is a kind of card a business gives you to reward you for your custom. 

d) direct debit  – This is the right answer. Well done! A ' direct debit ' is a regular payment 
from your bank account to a company or business.  

 

 

6.  A lot of critics didn't like Madonna's latest album but she's __________ because lots of her 

fans are buying it. 

a) running fast towards the bank – She might be running to the bank but the correct answer is an 

idiom which means she has made a lot of money very easily. Try again. 

b) robbing the bank – The correct answer is an idiom which means she has made a lot of money 

very easily.  

c) breaking the doors of the bank – The correct answer is an idiom which means she has made a 

lot of money very easily. 

d) laughing all the way to the bank – This idiom is used to refer to someone who has made a 

lot of money very easily. This is the right answer. Well done! 

 

 

You can try this quiz online at:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?ContentType=text/html;quiz=159_banking 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?ContentType=text/html

