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1.  Some computer users __________ the risks of going online and, as a result, don't have the 
virus protection or parental controls that they really need. 

a) mislead 
b) mislay 
c) misjudge 
d) mishear 
 
2.  A: I'm sorry, I really thought you wouldn't mind if I used your phone. B: Well, 

__________ I don't, but you should have asked me first! 
a) as it happens 
b) when it happens 
c) as a matter 
d) for that matter 
 
3.  At first, she confirmed what I'd said earlier, but then she changed her mind and I was left 

__________.  
a) stretching my legs 
b) without a leg to stand on 
c) on my last legs  
d) pulling my leg  
 
4.  __________, spiders aren't insects, although lots of people think that they are. 
a) In strict confidence 
b) Speaking strictly 
c) Confidently 
d) Strictly speaking 
 
5.  There wasn't a __________ of truth in what he said. He's such liar. 
a) seed 
b) grain 
c) half 
d) matter 
 
6.  These measurements don't look right. My calculations must have __________ somewhere. 
a) gone astray  
b) been astray 
c) falsified 
d) deluded 



 

 
 

Quiznet © BBC Learning English 2010 
 Page 2 of 3 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

ANSWERS: 

 

1.  Some computer users __________ the risks of going online and, as a result, don't have the 

virus protection or parental controls that they really need. 

a) mislead – To 'mislead' is to cause someone to act or think in the wrong way. Try again.  

b) mislay – This is not the correct answer. If you can't find something, you can say that you have 

'mislaid' it. 

c) misjudge – This is the correct answer. When you 'misjudge' someone or something, you 

form a wrong or unfairly negative opinion of the person or thing. 

d) mishear – If you don't hear correctly what someone says, you 'mishear'. Hearing is not the 

problem here, so try again! 

 

2.  A: I'm sorry, I really thought you wouldn't mind if I used your phone! B: Well, 

__________ I don't, but you should have asked me first! 

a) as it happens – This is the correct answer. Well done! 

b) when it happens – The phone has already been borrowed, 'when' (incorrectly) suggests that the 

borrowing is in the future, not the past. 

c) as happens – There is a word missing here. Try again.  

d) for that matter – This is not correct. 'For that matter' is used to introduce another piece of 

information about the same topic, for example, 'Your mother would never allow it, and for that 

matter, neither would I'. 

 

3.  At first, she confirmed what I had said, but then she changed her mind and I was left 

__________. 

a) stretching my legs – 'Stretching my (or your or their) legs' is an informal way of saying 

'walking' or 'going for a walk'. It is not the correct answer here. 

b) without a leg to stand on – This is the correct answer. 'Without a leg to stand on' 

means 'to have no support for your opinion'. 

c) on my last legs – When you are so tired that you feel you are about to collapse, you can say 

that you are 'on your last legs'.  

d) pulling my leg – 'Pulling someone's leg' means teasing or joking with someone.  
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4.  __________, spiders aren't insects, although lots of people think that they are. 

a) In strict confidence – The phrase 'in strict confidence' doesn't exist in English. You need 

another phrase which means you must keep the information secret and not tell anyone else.  

b) Speaking strictly – The word order is incorrect here (and suggests that the person is speaking 

in a way that demands we obey them). Try again. 

c) Confidently – 'Confidently' (which means doing something in a calm, unworried way that 

suggests you believe in your ability to perform well) is not the word you need here. Try again. 

d) Strictly speaking – This is the correct answer and means 'an absolutely correct 

interpretation of the facts'. Well done! 
 

5.  There wasn't a __________ of truth in what he said. He's such liar. 

a) seed – This is incorrect, though the word you need has a similar meaning to this one. 

b) grain – This is the correct answer. A 'grain of truth' means (only) a small amount of 

truth. 

c) half – This is not the correct answer. A 'half-truth' is a compound noun that describes 

something that is partly true and partly false. Try again. 

d) matter – 'Matter' is not the word you need here. Try again. 

 

6.  These measurements don't look right. My calculations must have __________ somewhere. 

a) gone astray – This is the correct answer. 'To go astray' means to make a mistake. 

b) been astray – 'Been' is not the correct verb here. Try again. 

c) falsified – This is not the correct answer. 'Falsify' means to deliberately try to deceive or 

mislead; that is, to cause someone to accept what is wrong or bad as true or good. Try again. 

d) deluded – 'Delude' is incorrect and means to deceive or mislead. 

 

 

You can try this quiz online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/apps/ifl/worldservice/quiznet/quizengine?ContentType=text/html;quiz=1618_right 
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