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Quiz topic: University vocabulary 
 
1. Which of the following is NOT correct? "I can't come out tonight, I have to ________ 

my essay tomorrow morning and I've only just started it!" 
 
a) hand in 
b) hand out 
c) submit 
d) give in 
 
2. Professor Lansdowne's a great speaker. Although there are 150 people listening to his 

_________, you feel like he's talking directly to you. 
 
a) presentation 
b) lecture 
c) seminar 
d) tutorial 
 
3. Which informal verb means 'to study very hard' "I'll really have to _________ the 

books this weekend" 
 
a) study 
b) read 
c) hit 
d) learn 
 
4. What do you call a weekly meeting of students and a tutor, who come together to 

discuss an aspect of the course? 
 
a) A presentation 
b) A lecture 
c) A seminar 
d) A tutorial 
 
5. A: 'I'm finding the course really difficult'  
     B: 'Well why don't you discuss it with your tutor when you have your __________ on 

Thursday?" 
 
a) presentation 
b) lecture 
c) seminar 
d) tutorial 
 
6. I think Sarah just could cope with the workload of university and a young family, 

maybe __________ was the most sensible decision she could have made. 
 
a) dropping off 
b) dropping in 
c) dropping to 
d) dropping out 
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Quiz topic: University vocabulary 
 
Answers 
 
1. Which of the following is NOT correct? "I can't come out tonight, I have to ________ 

my essay tomorrow morning and I've only just started it!" 
 
a) hand in 
b) hand out 
c) submit 
d) give in 
 
You can 'hand in', 'submit' or 'give in' an essay. 
When something is 'handed out' it is distributed, e.g. Could you hand out these 
papers to the class please? 
 
2. Professor Lansdowne's a great speaker. Although there are 150 people listening to his 

_________, you feel like he's talking directly to you. 
 
a) presentation 
b) lecture 
c) seminar 
d) tutorial 
 
A presentation is usually given by one student to other members of the course and a 
tutor who then go on to discuss the issues raised. 
In a lecture, the professor or lecturer talks to a large group of students in a 
lecture theatre. The students listen and take notes and may ask questions at the 
end. 
In a seminar, a small group of students meets with their tutor on a weekly basis to 
discuss an aspect of the course. 
A tutorial is a one-to-one meeting with a tutor to discuss the student's progress on the 
course and whether they are having any problems. 
 
3. Which informal verb means 'to study very hard?' "I'll really have to _________ the 

books this weekend." 
 
a) study 
b) read 
c) hit 
d) learn 
 
You can study a book, but which verb means to study hard? 
You can read a book, but which verb means to study hard? 
If you 'hit the books' you study very hard – note that this is used more in 
American English and is informal. 
Which verb means to study hard? 
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4. What do you call a weekly meeting of students and a tutor, who come together to 

discuss an aspect of the course? 
 
a) A presentation 
b) A lecture 
c) A seminar 
d) A tutorial 
 
A presentation is usually given by one student to other members of the course and a 
tutor who then go on to discuss the issues raised. 
In a lecture, the professor or lecturer talks to a large group of students in a lecture 
theatre. The students listen and take notes and may ask questions at the end. 
In a seminar, a small group of students meets with their tutor on a weekly basis 
to discuss an aspect of the course. 
A tutorial is a one-to-one meeting with a tutor to discuss the student's progress on the 
course and whether they are having any problems. 
 
5. A: 'I'm finding the course really difficult' B: 'Well why don't you discuss it with your 

tutor when you have your __________ on Thursday?" 
 
a) presentation 
b) lecture 
c) seminar 
d) tutorial 
 
A presentation is usually given by one student to other members of the course and a 
tutor who then go on to discuss the issues raised. 
In a lecture, the professor or lecturer talks to a large group of students in a lecture 
theatre. The students listen and take notes and may ask questions at the end. 
In a seminar, a small group of students meets with their tutor on a weekly basis to 
discuss an aspect of the course. 
A tutorial is a one-to-one meeting with a tutor to discuss the student's progress 
on the course and whether they are having any problems. 
 
6. I think Sarah just couldn't cope with the workload of university and a young family, 

maybe __________ was the most sensible decision she could have made. 
 
a) dropping off 
b) dropping in 
c) dropping to 
d) dropping out 
 
If you 'drop off', you fall asleep "I dropped off in the middle of his boring lecture" 
If you 'drop in', you call at someone's house. "I thought I'd drop in as I was passing" 
'Drop to' is not correct. 
If you leave a course without completing it, you drop out. Someone can also be a 
college 'drop-out'. 
 


