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Amber: Hello! Today, we visit a small, historic house in the south of England. It was 

once the home of one of the greatest English novelists – Jane Austen. 

 

Jane Austen is probably best-known for two of her very clever, witty and funny 

novels: Pride and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility. And she based the 

house in Sense and Sensibility where the main characters live on the house 

where she herself lived for eight years between 1809 and 1817, until her death 

at the age of 41. It’s called Chawton cottage (cottage means ‘little house’) and 

Jane Austen wrote her most famous novels there. 

 

Our guide to Chawton cottage is Louise West. We’ll listen a couple of times to 

her describing the table which ‘is reputed to be’ – which is generally believed 

to be – the one ‘at which Jane Austen actually wrote’.  

The first time, try to catch the size of the table, and the expression Louise uses 

to say that it’s a very exciting and impressive table!  

 

Louise West 

This is reputed to be the table at which Jane Austen actually wrote, so it’s got an immense 
wow factor, I think! It’s very, very small, which says a lot about her sort of modesty really – 
she liked to write in private, she didn’t want people coming in and seeing what she was doing 
and she made sure that the door always creaked (again this is from the memoir) so that she 
could hear if anybody was coming, so she could hide her manuscript away.  
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Amber: So it’s ‘a very, very small table’. It’s a modest table – a simple table. And 

Louise thinks ‘it says a lot about’ – it tells us a lot about – Jane Austen herself. 

It tells us she was a modest person – she liked being alone, and she liked to 

write ‘in private’, in secret.  

  And Louise thinks the table has ‘got an immense wow factor’! If something has 

‘a wow factor’ – it’s got the power to impress and amaze you!  

  Listen again, and try to catch how Jane Austen used to know if someone was 

about to disturb her while she was writing. It’s a neat trick!  

 

Louise West 

This is reputed to be the table at which Jane Austen actually wrote, so it’s got an immense 
wow factor, I think! It’s very, very small, which says a lot about her sort of modesty really – 
she liked to write in private, she didn’t want people coming in and seeing what she was doing 
and she made sure that the door always creaked (again this is from the memoir) so that she 
could hear if anybody was coming, so she could hide her manuscript away.  
 
 
Amber: So Jane Austen used to make sure the door creaked when it was opened – then 

she knew that someone was about to come in and she could hide her writing!  

 

Jane Austen didn’t only write some of the greatest novels in English sitting at 

this table. She also wrote letters – a great many letters. She was a prolific 

‘letter writer’.  

Here’s our guide, Louise, again. Try to catch what she says Jane Austen wrote 

about in her letters, and what Jane’s ‘meticulous’ handwriting – her very neat, 

precise handwriting – suggests about her personality.  

 

Louise West 

Jane Austen is certainly known as a great letter writer and it’s from those letters that we get 
some sense of the life that Jane Austen knew, in all its littlenesses actually. A lot of it’s just 
gossipy stuff. Jane’s letters were definitely not written with a view to publication, I’m sure.   
Hers are very intimate, gossipy portrayals of life, really.  
(It’s a very meticulous hand. I mean, I’m sure a handwriting expert would be able to very 
easily analyse the sort of person that she was.) 
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Yes, that’s right. Somebody has actually done that, and that very much came out - that this is 
a very meticulous person - quite a controlling person actually.  
 
 
Amber: So Louise says Jane Austen letters are full of ‘gossipy stuff’ and are ‘gossipy 

portrayals of life’. In other words, they’re full of ‘gossip’ – full of talk about 

other people’s private lives!  

And they give a sense of the ‘littlenesses’ of Jane Austen’s life – ‘littlenesses’ 

is a made-up word to suggest that her life was simple and consisted of little, 

everyday things in a small, modest house.  

 And as for Jane Austen’s handwriting, well, handwriting experts say that her 

very neat writing, her ‘meticulous hand’, suggests she was the kind of person 

who cared very much about details and was ‘quite a controlling person’. ‘A 

controlling person’ likes to be in control and not to be told what to do by other 

people! 

 A final question, then: what do you think your handwriting says about you?! 

 

Louise West 

A lot of it’s just gossipy stuff. Jane’s letters were definitely not written with a view to 
publication, I’m sure.   Hers are very intimate, gossipy portrayals of life, really.  
(It’s a very meticulous hand. I mean, I’m sure a handwriting expert would be able to very 
easily analyse the sort of person that she was.) 
Yes, that’s right. Somebody has actually done that, and that very much came out - that this is 
a very meticulous person - quite a controlling person actually. 


