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The BBC's Clare Arthurs looks at some of the words and phrases often used in the news and 

their meanings in various contexts. In this feature she talks about the word 'reconstruction'. 

 

Construction or, to use the verb, to construct, means to build or make something. You can 

construct a house or construct an argument. If a building is damaged it can be remade or 

reconstructed. 

In the news, we use often use the word reconstruction when we talk about the rebuilding of 

life in a country, perhaps after a war or a natural disaster.  

Here's an example: 

"The United Nations has launched an appeal for nearly $60 million to help the people affected 

by two devastating storms. The money would be spent on food and water, as well as long-

term reconstruction projects."  

No doubt you've heard the word in many of our stories about Iraq, like this one: 

"The force of military engineers, doctors and support staff had been working on 

reconstruction projects in the southern city of Basra, but had been spending increasing 

amounts of time confined to barracks due to security fears." 

What can be reconstructed by military forces? Well not a new banking system but what 

about replacing electricity supplies or rebuilding a hospital? These are sometimes described as 

infrastructure developments, which allow a society to function. Examples would be roads and 

schools. 

Here's another example: 

"Opium poppies are the most lucrative crop for impoverished farmers in some rural areas of 

Afghanistan, especially where reconstruction work has made little headway." 
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Reconstruction is also used in crime reporting. Police travel to the scene of the offence, and 

use actors to help them work out what the criminal and the victim might have done. 

Here's an example:  

"His girlfriend made a dramatic escape from the man when he tried to kidnap her. She is 

returning to the scene of the crime to help with a police reconstruction of the incident."  

Now see if you can reconstruct this sentence: all now for is that. 

 


