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Jackie: Hello! This is London Life, I'm Jackie Dalton. Christmas is approaching 

and, as usual, I haven't done my Christmas shopping yet – I suppose that’s 

because I hate doing it: the huge crowds, the annoying Christmas songs 

being played in shops and most of all, a complete lack of inspiration when 

it comes to ideas for what to buy people. It seems the shops are just selling 

the same old thing every year. But there’s hope! There are some places in 

London where Christmas shopping can be a bit more interesting and 

inspiring. These include markets. Today we’re going to find out about one 

which is particularly popular for Christmas shopping and that's Spitalfields. 

Both visitors and traders love its lively atmosphere. Emily has a small 

shop selling unusual home decorations and clothes. What does she like 

about Spitalfields?  

    

Emily 

Well, there’s always something quite magical about this area anyway.  I think Spitalfields 

Market has such a long history. It’s always been involved with creativity, there’s a lot of 

artists that live in the area and there’s a great energy about the place, so, particularly in 

festive times such as Christmas, this really comes to the fore. 

 

Jackie: Well, Emily says ‘creativity’ has always been a part of Spitalfields. 

Creativity – the ability to come up with new and different ideas and make 

unusual things. She talks about a great energy at the market. She says 
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these things really come to the fore in festive times. What does that mean? 

If something ‘comes to the fore’, it becomes more noticeable. ‘Festive 

times’ are times when people are celebrating some kind of event, like 

Christmas. So Emily reckons that at Christmas you can really see the 

energy and creativity at Spitalfields market. Now let’s hear about one 

trader who is being particularly creative for Christmas. Gary is selling 

Christmas decorations – ‘Christmas decorations’ – things that people put 

up around the house during the Christmas period to make it look 

nice…things like sparkly candles and tinsel. But Gary goes a bit further. 

What’s he offering? 

 

Gary 

We try to make each year different.  We’ve got, like, Santa on a spaceship, this is, like, 

supersonic Santa, and we’ve got, like, a reindeer dressed up quite sassy - Twinkletoes. 

 

Jackie: Gary likes to make each year different. This year it’s Santa – or ‘Father 

Christmas’ but on a spaceship – not something we usually associate with 

Father Christmas. Gary also sells models of reindeer, the four-legged 

animals supposedly pull Santa’s sleigh when he flies through the sky. But 

they're not ordinary models of reindeer, they're actually dressed up and 

they look quite 'sassy', he says – 'sassy' – quite stylish, as if they're about 

to go and have a party. Now let’s hear from Diana, who makes jewellery 

which she sells at Spitalfields. Why does she think the market is a good 

place to go? 

 

Diana  

Everyone knows their goanna get original stuff if they come here. 
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 Jackie: Diane says people go to the market because they know they can find 

‘original’ things. ‘Original’ – things that are unusual, a bit different.  

 Diana thinks Spitalfields is not only a good place to visit; it’s also a good 

place to work. Why is that? 

 

Diana 

The people that run it are very fair. They always welcome new people. They always 

encourage art, they always encourage crafts, they always encourage people that make 

their own things to come in and do it. A lot of business started up here. 

 

Jackie: Diana reckons Spitalfields is a good place to work because new people are 

welcome and art and creativity is encouraged. She says a lot of businesses 

started up there. Diana also likes Spitalfields because of the kinds of 

people there. What does she like about them? See if you can identify three 

things 

 

Diana 

There's a lot of people around here – they're creative and intelligent as well. And very 

generous, really. Most people are very generous here, really sweet. 

 

Jackie: Diana says people are creative, intelligent and generous – generous – kind 

to others and willing to help them. Spitalfields is, of course, not the only 

market in London. And each market has something different and special 

about it, whether it’s the fascinating antiques of Portobello Road or the 

delicious food of Borough market. But when it comes to creativity and 

imagination, Spitalfields is certainly one of the best places to go. And I’m 

pleased to say that when I went there, I managed to buy lots of Christmas 

presents! 


