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Callum: Hello, I'm Callum Robertson and this is London Life. 

 

 One of the most famous buildings in London is Buckingham Palace and perhaps 

London's most famous residents are the Royal Family.The Queen and her husband 

Prince Philip, The Duke of Edinburgh for whom Buckingham Palace is their 

official London home, as well as representing the United Kingdom are also 

involved in many charities and other organisations.One of those charities is the 

English-Speaking Union, or the ESU and last week their annual awards were 

presented at Buckingham Palace by the Duke of Edinburgh. 

 

 The day before the awards were presented I spoke to Elizabeth Stokes the Director 

of Education of the English-Speaking Union to find out more about the ESU and 

the awards. I asked her first about the history of the ESU. When was it founded 

and what was its aim? Listen out for that information. 

 

Elizabeth Stokes 

The English-Speaking Union was originally founded in 1918 and it was post the First World War 

and the idea was to promote international understanding and friendship through the use of the 

English Language.  

 

Callum: The ESU was founded in 1918, after the end of the First World War and its aim 

was to use the English language to encourage friendship and understanding around 

the world. Originally the ESU was established in Britain and North America. 

Elizabeth goes on to explain how it has expanded since then. She uses the noun 

remit – the organisations' remit. A remit is a word for what an organisation has 
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responsibility for. She talks about how the organisation's remit has grown, they 

have become responsible for more things. 

 

 How many English-Speaking Unions does she say there are now around the world? 

 

Elizabeth Stokes 

The English-Speaking Union was originally founded in 1918 and it was post the First World War 

and the idea was to promote international understanding and friendship through the use of the 

English Language. We really feel that this is vitally important nowadays and really our remit has 

grown, originally it was between 1918 as a link between England and America, the idea of 

fostering understanding between the two countries but we now have ESUs on all five continents. 

We have nearly 50 internatonal ESUs. They do come together once a year for an international 

conference and the idea really is to promote international friendship and understanding through 

the medium of the English language. 

 

Callum: Now there are nearly 50 ESUs around the world on all five continents who meet 

every year. The goal is still to promote international understanding and I asked 

how they did this. 

 

Elizabeth Stokes 

We have international conferences, we hold cultural events, we run a book award annually for the 

Duke of Edinburgh English Language Book Award and the President's Award which rewards new 

technologies in English Language Teaching. We also have a centre for speech and debate which 

runs a School Mace competition and we have university debating competitions as well. 

 

Callum: The activities of the English-Speaking Union include cultural events, debating 

competitions in schools and universities and awards for books and new 

technologies in English Language Teaching and it is these awards that were to be 

presented the following day 
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Elizabeth Stokes 

Tomorrow afternoon the Duke of Edinburgh has kindly allowed us to use Buckingham Palace for 

our annual awards ceremony. The Duke of Edinburgh will be presenting the Duke of Edinburgh 

English Language Book Award and the President's Award to books which we feel are outstanding 

and innovative in the field of English Language Teaching. Following those awards being given 

the winners of our school awards including the School Debating competition and the national 

Public Speaking competition will also come up and receive certificates from the Duke of 

Edinburgh. 

 

Callum: The Duke of Edinburgh presented the awards for outstanding and innovative 

books. Outstanding means of very high quality, very special and innovative means 

original, using new and interesting ideas. One of these awards is the President's 

Award for technology. Elizabeth told me about this year's winner. What kind of 

product was it and where was it created? 

 

Elizabeth Stokes 

The winner this year was Space Search, a CD-ROM designed for 9-10 year olds and it's a game 

by which they learn English as they kind of go through the game and we're quite excited by this 

award as the winners are a very small language school from the Basque Country, and they're very 

excited to be coming to the Palace tomorrow. 

 

Callum: The winner of the President's award was a CD-ROM, a computer based Language 

Learning game. It was developed by a small school in the Basque Country. They 

were looking forward to their day at Buckingham Palace as was Elizabeth Stokes 

herself. 

 

Elizabeth Stokes 

Oh it should be a very exciting event, I mean for the winners to come and have their work 

honoured, for the books to be kind of promoted by the Duke of Edinburgh. It should be a really 

exciting day. 

 

Callum: That's all from this edition of London Life. 


