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Amber: Hello, I'm Amber, and you’re listening to bbclearningenglish.com.  

In London Life today, we zoom forward in time to consider a vision of London 

in the year 2027! 

How is that possible? You ask. Well, we’ll be listening to a review of a new 

film set in a dark and dangerous London-of-the-future. 

Children of Men is a science fiction thriller set in London in the year 2027, and 

the human race is dying out. Global infertility means no babies have been born 

for 18 years. 

The film follows a character called Theo, played by Clive Owen. He’s a rather 

reluctant hero! A pregnant woman has been found – the human race’s last hope 

of survival – and it’s Theo’s job to keep her alive!  

Children of Men is based on a novel by the British thriller writer P D James 

and it’s directed by acclaimed Mexican film-maker Alfonso Cuaron.  

As you’ll hear, the critic Nigel Floyd thinks the film’s strength is that it’s really 

concerned with life today, even though it’s set in the future. It’s a warning 

about the terrible things that could happen. 

Nigel Floyd says it’s a very exciting film with plenty of fast action – it’s ‘a 

chase movie’ – and it moves forward like ‘a shark’! Sounds frightening, 

doesn’t it? 

Try to catch the term Nigel Floyd uses to describe the film – what kind of 

‘tale’, or story, is it? 
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Nigel Floyd 
‘The funny thing about it is: like all science fiction films, it’s not actually about ‘then’, it’s 

about ‘now’. And what you do is – by way of a cautionary tale – you say to people: Now 

look, if we allow things to continue the way they’re going now, it will get this bad. So it is 

about ‘today’, and it digs in, it really does address those issues on a big scale – it’s not just a 

chase movie. I mean it is mainly a chase movie! Because the whole thing moves forward like 

a shark! It’s like it has to keep going forward in order to live.’ 

 

Amber: So Nigel Floyd says Children of Men is a cautionary tale – it’s a warning. And 

if that’s not enough to make you tense, listen to what he says next about the 

way the movie is filmed. There are fast sequences filmed with a hand-held 

camera following the characters. You feel as if you’re on some kind of fast 

fairground ride without a safety rail to protect you!  

Try to catch the expression Nigel Floyd uses to describe how the audience 

behaves when it watches a tense, fast-moving movie. 

 

Nigel Floyd 
‘What keeps this film going - and what keeps the audience on the edge of its seat - is that it 

moves forward all the time. There are amazing hand-held camera scenes where the camera 

actually sort of dives in through the front of a building, follows the characters up the stairs, 

through a series of rooms, down corridors, out the window, out into the garden … and it all 

appears to be one continuous shot. It’s almost as if the camera’s become like another 

character in the film – like a rather curious character that’s following the action. That sucks 

you in. And then every now and then, there’s a setback - there are these plot switches - that 

absolutely take your breath away and you sit there, and you think: Oh, my God, someone has 

removed the safety rails!’   

 

Amber: Nigel Floyd says the audience is ‘on the edge of its seat’ – if you’re on the edge of 

your seat when you’re watching a film, you feel completely involved in the action 

and probably rather scared! And it sounds as if there is a lot to be frightened of 
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when it comes to the setting of this movie - London in the Children of Men is a 

place torn apart by violence and anarchy.  

Nigel Floyd begins his last speech by making a joke about seeing a future London 

in a film as very grey, dreary and frightening. But what does he say is still 

running? 

 

Nigel Floyd 
‘Nice to see London getting a bit down and dirty in the future! There are still double-decker 

buses running, but there’s almost no energy left. So the place seems very grim, it seems very 

sort of broken down. There are various anarchist groups and right-wing groups who are 

battling it out on the streets of London. People are trying to go about their business, but 

what’s the point?’ 

 

Amber:  So even in this dreadful London of 2027, there are still red double-decker buses  

 running! 

 Here again is some of the language from today’s programme: 

 a chase movie 

 a cautionary tale 

 hand-held camera scenes 

 to be on the edge of your seat 

 More news stories and language explanations next time at  

 bbclearningenglish.com 


