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Yvonne: Is it a bird?  Is it a plane?  No, it’s the return of Superman to a sparkly 

London film premiere after an absence of years!  

 

Hello, I’m Yvonne Archer for BBC Learning English dot com - and on 

London Life today, we look at one very noticeable and perhaps rather 

controversial feature of “Superman Returns”.  The film’s director, Bryan 

Singer, gives us a rather tricky clue about that…   

  

Bryan Singer, Director 

For goodness sake, one of the biggest pop stars in the world is called Madonna! 

 

Yvonne: Aha – The Madonna was the mother of Jesus Christ in the Christian bible so 

Bryan’s clue was about – religion.  And there are several religious symbols 

throughout “Superman Returns”.  For example, some people think that the 

filmmakers were trying to make Superman look like Jesus on the cross as he 

fell from the sky with his arms outstretched to the sides.  But how have people 

reacted to such images and is religion really new to what Bryan Singer calls 

‘pop culture’?  Let’s find out… 

 

Bryan Singer, Director 

I think Jews and Christians who’ve seen the film have gotten quite a thrill out of it.  

Remember these Judea Christian stories, these biblical stories, have been told in many 

different ways – they’ve been told through pop culture, you know.  For goodness sake, one 

of the biggest pop stars in the world is called Madonna! 
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Yvonne: In Bryan’s opinion, Christians and Jews have gotten ‘a thrill’ out of it – so 

they’ve been pleasantly surprised by the religious symbols in the film.  And at 

a time when world peace could probably use the help of a superhero, I think 

people of other religions might also enjoy that aspect of “Superman Returns”. 

So it looks like it might be a thumbs up for the use of religion in ‘pop culture’ 

– that’s things like the films, TV, music and literature which are popular with 

ordinary people. 

 

Yvonne:  Of course, we don’t want to give away the story, but we had to give you a clue 

about Lex Luther’s latest evil plan to rule the world.  This time it’s not 

through any of the usual things like money, so as we hear him talking to his 

side-kick Kitty, try to work out what Lex is most interested in this time around.  

Also, try to catch the phrase he uses to express how he feels about the value of 

people – a human life…  

 

Film Clip “Superman Returns” 

Lex: “Kitty, what did my father used to say to me?” 

Kitty: “You’re losing your hair?” 

Lex: “Before that?” 

Kitty: “Get out?”   

Lex: (PAUSE) “He said you can print money, manufacture diamonds and people are a dime a 

dozen, but they’ll always need land. It’s the one thing we’re not making any more of.” 

  

Yvonne: Kevin Spacey plays Lex Luther and Parker Posie is Kitty.  

So Lex is most interested in land because as he says, we’re not able to make 

any more land than we’ve already got.  Hmph, that sounds like big trouble!  

But did you manage to catch the expression Lex used to talk about people and 

what we’re worth?  Yes, he said that ‘people are a dime a dozen’ – literally, 

you can get a dozen people if you spend 10 cents!  So obviously, we’re not 
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very valuable and are extremely easy to replace in his opinion.  But that’s Lex 

Luther for you and that’s why no-one but Superman can stop him! 

 

 Now here’s director Bryan Singer with a final word on why “Superman 

Returns” and the religious symbols or ‘icons’ are a good mix.  Bryan is 

Jewish, he went to a Christian youth club and grew up in Catholic area so he’s 

certainly been very careful not to offend anyone… 

 

Bryan Singer, Director 

So to celebrate some of those iconic images, it’s not like I’m celebrating them in a movie 

about a schmuck!  I mean, he’s Superman, he’s an extremely virtuous character.  He has a 

great moral compass. 

 

Yvonne: So Superman’s not ‘a schmuck’ – a Yiddish word that refers to someone who 

isn’t a great or strong person.  And, Superman has ‘a great moral compass’ – 

he’s extremely good at knowing what is right and what is wrong. 

 

 Well, that’s all for today’s London Life – but with Superman in town, 

London’s certainly a more exciting place this summer!   


