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Callum: Hello, I'm Callum Robertson and this is London Life. 

 

 One of the cultural highlights of London is the theatre. New York has 

Broadway, London has the West End with more than forty theatres. 

Shaftesbury Avenue runs from East to West through the centre of the West End 

and has five theatres including the Apollo theatre. Currently playing at the 

Apollo is a new version of a famous play, Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf. The 

female lead in this production is played by Kathleen Turner. 

 

 Kathleen Turner is perhaps most well known as a film star. She hit the big 

screens in 1981 with the film Body Heat and went on to star in films such as 

Romancing The Stone, Prizzi's Honor and Peggy Sue Got Married. She also 

appeared in the hugely popular American television comedy series Friends, 

playing the father of main character Chandler Bing. 

 

 This isn't her first appearance on the West End stage, six years ago she 

appeared in the Graduate playing the role of Mrs Robinson. 

 

 Kathleen Turner was interviewed for BBC television and explained why she is 

concentrating more on the theatre. She talks about the roles she is offered. A 

role is a part in a play or a movie, a character that the actor plays.  

 

 Listen out for the reasons why she is keen to develop her career in the theatre. 

Here's Kathleen Turner 
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KATHLEEN TURNER 

The older I got the more important it was to be established in theatre simply because there are 

better roles for women. The roles that I have read and am very often offered in film I find 

uninteresting, very labelling.  

 

I mean it's like if you are in the United States within the film industry, I think, mentality, if 

you're an intelligent older successful women then you must be bitter and unhappy. You know, 

well I'm not, so I always felt that I would work towards you know, really creating a place for 

myself within theatre which now I've done. 

 

Callum: Did you catch the reasons? Here's the first part again: 

 

KATHLEEN TURNER 

The older I got the more important it was to be established in theatre simply because there are 

better roles for women. The roles that I have read and am very often offered in film I find 

uninteresting. 

 

Callum: She says that for an actor of her age there are better roles for women in the 

theatre, there are better opportunities to play more interesting characters in 

theatre. There are better roles for women 

 

KATHLEEN TURNER 

there are better roles for women, 

 

Callum: When a filmmaker wants a particular actor for a film they might send them a 

script to read of offer them a role, Kathleen Turner comments that the roles she 

has read, or been offered were not very interesting. 

 

KATHLEEN TURNER 

The roles that I have read and am very often offered in film I find uninteresting  
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Callum: She also says those roles are very labelling. This means that they are not very 

subtle roles, they are quite predictable and often playing very similar characters. 

She is not happy about the mentality of the United States film industry, the way 

that people in the business think. How does she say they think about intelligent 

older successful women? 

 

KATHLEEN TURNER 

In the United States within the film industry, I think, mentality, if you're an intelligent older 

successful women then you must be bitter and unhappy.  

 

Callum: She says they regard intelligent, older successful women as 'bitter and unhappy' 

 

KATHLEEN TURNER 

then you must be bitter and unhappy.  

 

Callum: Bitter is an adjective which means angry and unhappy, often about things that 

happened in the past. But Kathleen says she doesn't have those feelings and so 

doesn't really want to play those roles. This is why theatre has more appeal for 

her these days and why she says she wanted to work towards creating a place 

for herself in the theatre, establishing herself as a stage actress and not just a 

film actress. This, she says, she has done and at the moment she is achieving 

that on the London stage. 

 

 That's all from London Life this week. To end here is Kathleen Turner in full. 

 

KATHLEEN TURNER 

The older I got the more important it was to be established in theatre simply because there are 

better roles for women. The roles that I have read and am very often offered in film I find 

uninteresting, very labelling.  
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I mean it's like if you are in the United States within the film industry, I think, mentality, if 

you're an intelligent older successful women then you must be bitter and unhappy. You know, 

well I'm not, so I always felt that I would work towards you know, really creating a place for 

myself within theatre which now I've done. 

 

 


