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Forget the statistics, where’s the 45-metre champagne bar? 
 
I heard a radio programme yesterday about how clean the River Thames is, in London, 
nowadays. Amphibious crustaceans (shell fish) now live in the river, in the middle of the 
city. And that reminds me of a joke. (Don’t panic, I only tell one joke a year.) QUESTION: 
Can you name three crustaceans which are native to London? ANSWER: King’s Crustacean, 
Charing Crustacean and St Pancrustacean*. 

 
I’m excited, and a little bit poorer than I was when I woke 
up this morning. Lucy and I (yes, she’s home for a week) 
have just been to a party, with 10,000 other uninvited guests, 
to celebrate the re-opening of St Pancras Station after an 
£800,000,000 facelift. Five thousand construction workers 
have taken seven years to restore, refurbish and extend one 
of London’s loveliest stations. 
 
It’s now called St Pancras International. High-speed trains 

leave for and arrive from France and Belgium. I can be in Brussels in an hour-and-a-half and 
in Paris in just over two hours – without leaving the ground and without hanging around an 
airport for two hours before leaving.  
 
First opened in 1868, St Pancras Station was – and is again – an engineering wonder and an 
architectural gem. Behind its handsome Gothic façade there is a huge, single span glass roof 
across a 200-metre expanse. There are six high-speed train platforms, 240 metres of elevated 
train deck and over 20,000 roof panels in the undercroft alone. Twenty thousand passengers 
will use the station every day. Today (14 November 2007) passengers on the first train from 
Paris were treated to free champagne and television news interviews. 
 
The rest of us had to pay, and that’s why I’m a little bit 
poorer than I was at the start of the day. You won’t be 
surprised to hear which statistic grabbed my attention first: 
St Pancras International has the longest champagne bar in 
Europe. It’s 45 metres of glass and steel and dark wood with 
high stools. There are 65 champagnes on the menu. The 
cheapest is £7.50 a glass and the most expensive is £2,700 a 
bottle! Well, naturally, I didn’t buy that one, but, having 
grown up on Ian Fleming’s James Bond novels, I couldn’t 
resist a glass of Dom Pérignon (James Bond’s preferred 
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champagne) – and I’m not going to admit how much I had to pay for that! But, yes, it was 
delightful, and the rest of the party was entirely free – the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the 
London Symphony Orchestra, local school choirs, a very entertaining group of buskers, a 
multi-media presentation and a superb modern dance troupe. 
 
It was more than fun, it was uplifting, and having Lucy with me made it just perfect. 
 
As for her future husband, Dunia (Baghdad), your question is intriguing. To a western 
European man, like me, the idea of choosing Lucy’s husband for her seems, at first, 
outrageous, inconceivable, literally impossible to imagine. It is so culturally alien to us. But 
I’ll try really hard, even though you know me well enough now to know that I can never take 
anything very seriously. 
 
I guess I’d choose someone who could fix up my house, repair my car and do my gardens. 
He’d have to be able to cook and iron (Lucy’s hopeless at both – she tells me it’s her strategy 
for avoiding attracting ‘useless men’). And, of course, he’d have to be stinking rich (Lucy 
and I both have expensive tastes – a nice new BMW would be lovely, for a start). No, I’m 
sorry, I can’t really do this: the only thing I want for Lucy is a loving, caring husband with a 

sharp wit and a dry sense of humour; someone who 
respects her ambitions and motivations and supports her 
endeavours; someone who enjoys her company; someone 
she can grow close to over the years; a great friend. But yes, 
stinking rich – I wasn’t joking about the BMW. 
 
Noora’s (Iran) comment about the lost childhood of a 
generation of Iranians touched a lot of us, I think. For once, 
I cannot make a flippant remark. It makes me want to turn 
back time and change things. It reminds me how very 

fortunate I’ve been in my own life: what a Golden Age I’ve lived through here in Western 
Europe. Oh, dear, I’m becoming serious. It must be time to stop. 
 
Have fun – wherever you are and whenever you can! 
 
Take care, 
 
 

 
 
*King’s Cross Station, Charing Cross Station and St Pancras Station are three of central London’s major railway stations. 
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Some useful words and expressions 
 
nowadays 
at the present time 
 
amphibious 
something amphibious can live both on land and in water 
 
crustaceans 
animals with a hard shell and several pairs of legs 
 
are native to 
were born in 
 
facelift 
If you give a place a facelift you do something to make it look more attractive. 
 
restore 
repair and clean (something) to return it to its original condition 
 
refurbish 
clean and re-equip (something) to make it more modern 
 
hanging around 
doing nothing; waiting 
 
gem 
jewel 
 
Gothic façade 
front (of a building) in the Gothic style, characterised by tall pillars and pointed arches 
 
span 
arch; length; stretch  
 
expanse 
area; space 
 
elevated 
raised  
 
undercroft 
basement (usually used only about churches) 
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were treated to 
were given 
 
stools 
chairs without backrests 
 
buskers 
street musicians 
 
uplifting 
made me feel cheerful and happy 
 
intriguing 
fascinating 
 
outrageous 
shocking 
 
alien 
strange; foreign 
 
stinking rich 
slang for ‘very rich indeed’ 
 
wit 
intelligence 
 
dry sense of humour 
quiet, reserved sense of humour 
 
endeavours 
work 
 
flippant 
Someone who is flippant doesn’t take things seriously. 
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How to say the numbers 
 
10,000 
ten thousand 
 
an £800,000,000 facelift 
an eight hundred million pound facelift 
[NOTE: when a number becomes an adjective, like this, it must drop its plural form. So, 
£800,000,000 is ‘eight hundred million pounds’.] 
 
1868 [date] 
eighteen sixty-eight 
 
200-metre [ADJECTIVE] 
two hundred-metre 
 
240 metres [number + NOUN] 
two hundred and forty metres 
 
20,000 
twenty thousand 
 
14 November 2007 
the fourteenth of November, two thousand and seven 
 
£7.50 
seven pounds fifty 
 
£2,700 
two thousand seven hundred pounds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


