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The Flatmates – There and It 
 
You can see this language point online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode92/languagepoint.shtml 
 
There  
We use there when we introduce an idea, talk about something for the first time or to 
say that something exists. In episode 92 of The Flatmates, Tim says: 
 
"there's an old saying" 
 
to introduce what he's about to talk about. 
 

More examples: 

There's no time, I'm late as it is, bye! 
There might be a new cafe opening up on the High Street. 
He didn't like living here. He said there was too much traffic and too much pollution.  
 
There also means to, at or in a particular place. 
 
I need to get there as soon as possible. 
Have you seen that new cafe? Fancy going there for a coffee?  
He wanted to move to the countryside because it was quieter there. 
 
 
 
It 
We use it to talk about a specific place, thing, animal or situation. In episode 92 of The 
Flatmates, Khalid should have said: 
 
"It's going well" (It's = settling in to the flat) 
 
More examples: 
I was late yesterday. It was because my alarm didn't go off. (it = my being late) 
I tried that new cafe yesterday. It was really packed. (it = the cafe) 
He wants to move to the countryside. It'll be much quieter there. (it = the countryside) 
 
We can also use it to talk about distance, weather and time: 
How far is it to your house? 
It's hot today. 
It was last June when I saw her. 
 
We can use it with adjectives in a to + infinitive expression like: 
It's great to live and work in New York.  
It was fascinating to see these ancient buildings. 
 
We usually begin these expressions with it, we don't usually put it towards the end of 
the sentence: 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode92/languagepoint.shtml


BBC Learning English – The Flatmates 

The Flatmates  © BBC Learning English 
 Page 3 of 3 

bbclearningenglish.com/flatmates/archivelanguagepoint.shtml 
 

 

'It's bad for you to smoke cigarettes' sounds more natural than 'To smoke cigarettes is  

 
It 
bad for you'.  
'It was great that he finally got married' sounds more natural than 'That he finally got 
married was great'. 
 
We can also use it to introduce a for + infinitive expression like: 
 
It’s important for you to watch me, if you want to learn the dance steps.  
It will be good for her to have a break. She's been working too hard.  
 
 
Comparing There and It 
She grew up in a small village. There were a lot of farms near her house. It was a 
very peaceful place to live.  
 
He works in a huge hospital. It's a very stressful job. There are lots of emergencies he 
has to deal with there.  
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
footy (informal) 
short for 'football' 
 
wangle  
get something by persuading someone or by doing something clever 
 
put my foot in it (informal) 
say something you didn't mean to say which upsets or embarrasses someone 
 
 
Would you like to try an online quiz about this language point? Go to: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode92/quiz.shtml 
 
Or you can download the quiz from: 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode92/fm_quiz_070508.pdf 
 
 
For more information about this language point, go to: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/grammar/learnit/learnitv139.shtml 
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