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THE FLATMATES 

Quiz: 
Idioms of secrecy 
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The Flatmates – Quiz – Idioms of secrecy 
 
You can try the quiz online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode11/quiz.shtml 
 
For each of the six questions choose the one correct answer. 
 
1. ‘I hear you are getting married!’  

‘How do you know?’ 
‘Oh,…….’ 

a. keep it under your hat 
b. I have a skeleton in my closet 
c. a little bird told me 
d. I kept my nose out of it 
 
2. This is an important secret. Whatever you do,……. 
a. be a dark horse 
b. don’t let the cat out of the bag 
c. don’t kill the cat 
d. tell a little bird 

 
3. I don’t believe it, everyone knows my secret. Who …… 
a. spilt the beans? 
b. has a skeleton in my closet? 
c. told the little bird? 
d. put a trick up my sleeve? 
  
4. You mustn't tell anyone this information. Make sure you…. 
a. don’t keep it under your hat 
b. keep your nose out of it 
c. don’t keep your ear to the ground 
d. keep it under your hat 
 
5. Be careful! I’m sure he….. 
a. has a trick up his arm 
b. has a plan up his sleeve 
c. has a trick up his sleeve 
d. has a plan up his arm 
 
6. ‘Did you know that Sarah was an Olympic athlete?’ 
 ‘No! She’s such a …..’ 
a. little bird 
b. dark horse 
c. cat in a bag 
d. skeleton in her closet 
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The Flatmates – Quiz – Idioms of secrecy 
 
Answers 
 
For each of the six questions choose the one correct answer. 
 
1. ‘I hear you are getting married!’  
‘How do you know?’ 
‘Oh,…….’ 
a. keep it under your hat - Wrong, this means do not tell anyone the secret 
b. I have a skeleton in my closet - Wrong, this means that you have a shameful secret 

from your past 
c. a little bird told me - Correct, someone told you the news, but you don’t want 

to say who did 
d. I kept my nose out of it - Wrong, this means you did not try to found out the news 
 
2. This is an important secret. Whatever you do,……. 
a. be a dark horse -  Wrong, this means that you have a mysterious past 
b. don’t let the cat out of the bag - Correct, this means do not tell anyone this 

important secret 
c. don’t kill the cat - Wrong, curiosity kills the cat, not you 
d. tell a little bird - Wrong, a little bird might tell you a secret, but you don’t tell the 

bird 
 
3. I don’t believe it, everyone knows my secret. Who …… 
a. spilt the beans? - Correct, you want to know who revealed your secret 
b. has a skeleton in my closet? - Wrong, other people do not have skeletons in your 

closet 
c. told the little bird? - Wrong, the little bird tells people the secret, people don’t tell the 

little bird the secret 
d. put a trick up my sleeve? - Wrong, people don’t put tricks up your sleeve 
 
4. You mustn't tell anyone this information. Make sure you…. 
a. don’t keep it under your hat - Wrong, you want the person to keep the secret, you 

want them to keep it under their hat 
b. keep your nose out of it - Wrong, this means you want them to mind their own 

business 
c. don’t keep your ear to the ground - Wrong, this means don’t listen out for 

information 
d. keep it under your hat - Correct, don’t tell anyone the secret! 
 
5. Be careful! I’m sure he….. 
a. has a trick up his arm - Wrong, the word ‘arm’ is the problem 
b. has a plan up his sleeve - Wrong, the word ‘plan’ is the problem 
c. has a trick up his sleeve - Correct, he has a secret plan 
d. has a plan up his arm - Wrong, the words ‘plan’ and ‘arm’ are wrong! 
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6. ‘Did you know that Sarah was an Olympic athlete?’ 
 ‘No! She’s such a …..’ 
a. little bird - Wrong, Sarah did not tell someone a secret 
b. dark horse - Correct, Sarah has a hidden and unusual past 
c. cat in a bag - Wrong, when you let the cat out of the bag you reveal a secret 
d. skeleton in her closet - Wrong, a skeleton in your closet is a shameful thing 
 
Would you like to look at the language point that this quiz was based on?  Go to: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode11/languagepoint.shtml 
 
 
Or you can download the language point from: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/flatmates/episode11/languagepoint.pdf 
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