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Nuala:  Hi, I’m Nuala O’Sullivan and this is ‘Exam Skills’. In this programme we 

turn our attention to speaking exams. No doubt, you’ll have a lot of 

sympathy with the way Anna feels about these exams. 

 

Student 

They’re very stressful. I don’t like when somebody sitting opposite to me ask me questions, 

especially in foreign language. I’m afraid that I won’t be able to understand the questions. 

And you have to answer immediately. Usually you don’t have time to think about what do 

you want to say. 

 

Nuala:  Really though, there’s no need to be afraid. Believe it or not, examiners are 

on your side. Here’s examiner, Mark Shea. 

 

Mark Shea 

You need to remember that the examiner is not your enemy. Most examiners don’t like failing 

people, and if you don’t give them a reason to fail you, they won’t.   

 

Nuala:  Examiners don’t set out to fail you – in fact, we do our best to help you out.       

 

Mark Shea 

It’s the examiner’s responsibility, in an oral exam, to provide opportunities for the examinees 

to display their language proficiency, how good they are at speaking. So the examiner will 

help you.    
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Nuala:  Examiners are human after all! And will make allowances for what you’re 

going through. We understand how you feel. 

 

Mark Shea 

It’s important to remember that of course you’ll be nervous. Everyone is nervous. They will 

allow for this, so don’t worry if you make a mistake early on. 

 

Nuala:  So be reassured. The examiner will try to give you every opportunity to 

show how good you are. But remember, it’s important to give yourself the 

best possible chance as well. Language expert, Karen Adams. 

 

Karen Adams 

It’s important for the examiner to understand what it is you’re saying. If you’re nervous, you 

may be tempted to speak very, very quickly. However, this can sometimes hide how good you 

actually are at English.   

 

Nuala:  Everyone tends to speak fast when they’re nervous; so slow down. No-one’s 

in a hurry. Take a deep breath and speak clearly. 

Now, in lots of international exams the orals are done in pairs or sometimes 

in groups. So, here’s another tip. 

 

Mark Shea 

Also remember, the other candidates are not your enemies. 

 

Nuala:  The examiner isn’t your enemy; the other candidates aren’t your enemies! 

 

Mark Shea 

Smile at the examiner, be friendly with the other candidate, try and help the other candidate 

perhaps.  
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Nuala:  In fact, it’s a good idea to try to help the other candidate as that’s part of 

what the examiner’s looking for - to see how your speaking skills help you 

communicate with others.  

 

Karen Adams 

This is because it’s important to interact, and show the examiner that you can’t just speak, but 

you can actually converse with someone else. Part of your marks will be devoted to the 

interaction between you and your partner, so remember to react to what your partner says, and 

to ask questions if it’s appropriate.   

 

Nuala:  It’s a two-way process – pay attention to what your partner is saying. And 

remember, your partner can be a benefit to you. 

 

Mark Shea 

Particularly in oral examinations it’s my experience that, if your partner is good, he will help 

you to succeed in the exam. So it’s far more a question of partnership than competition.  

 

Nuala:  In speaking exams, the emphasis is more on co-operation rather than  

competition. You’re there to help each other, to find the best way of 

showing what you can do. And this is something you might be able to 

practise with your friends and fellow students beforehand.  

OK, time for a quick look back at the key skills you need to perform well in 

speaking exams. 

 

Karen Adams 

Number one: try to avoid speaking too quickly, because this can actually hide how good you 

really are. And number two: interact with your partner, show you’re interested, and ask them 

questions.   
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Mark Shea 

Remember that the examiner is not your enemy; the other candidates are not your enemies.  

Try to be friendly, to the examiner and to the other candidate if there is one. Be confident, be 

friendly and you’ll pass. 

 

Nuala:  Good luck and good revising! 


