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BBC Learning English – Entertainment  
Teenage novelist 
 
 
 
Anna: Hello, I'm Anna Jones, and this is Entertainment.  In the programme today we 

hear about a young British novelist. Catherine Banner is only 16 years old and 

her first novel, ‘The Eyes of a King’ is due to be published in Britain in 2007. 

The BBC’s arts correspondent, Rebecca Jones went to meet her in a bookshop 

which has about 30,000 books on its shelves.  Rebecca asked Catherine how 

she felt about her book joining the others in two years time.  What word does 

Catherine use to describe how she feels?  

Insert 0 

There are more than 30,000 titles on the shelves of this bookshop and in a couple of years 

they’ll be joined by another one, ‘The Eyes of a King’ by Catherine Banner. “That must be 

quite a thought?”  “It’s fairly daunting.” 

 

Anna:   Catherine says that the ‘thought’ or the ‘prospect’ of having her book published 

and on the shelves of a bookshop is “fairly daunting.” If you find something 

“daunting” then it’s quite worrying and scary. Catherine finds the thought of 

her book being published ‘quite daunting.’  Rebecca goes on to tell us that the 

book is ‘part of a trilogy,’ – it’s the first of a series of three books with same 

characters or subject. The word ‘trilogy’ can also refer to films and plays.  The 

‘Eyes of a King’ is part of a trilogy but who is it written for? Who are its 

readers? 

Insert 1  

“Tell us a bit about the book because it’s part of a trilogy isn’t it?”    

“Yes, it’s part of a young adult trilogy aimed at kids and adults, about 13 or 14 plus. It’s set 

partly in England and partly in Millonia which is a country in a parallel world and its about 
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basically real teenagers and how they get involved and caught up in events that are quite big 

and how that impacts on their life.” 

 

Anna: Well Catherine says that her book is for ‘kids and adults about 13 or 14 plus.’ 

Its not for very young children – it’s aimed at teenagers and adults – people 

who are aged 13 years old and above.  What is it about and where do the events 

take place? Listen again. 

Insert 1A 

 It’s set partly in England and partly in Millonia which is a country in a parallel world and 

its about basically real teenagers and how they get involved and caught up in events that are 

quite big and how that impacts on their life.” 

Anna:  Well the events of the novel are set “partly in England and partly in Millonia.” 

– some of the action is “set” or takes place in England and some of it takes 

place in a country called Millonia. She describes Millonia as a country in a 

“parallel world” which means that it very similar to England but it’s a different 

place and exists at a different time. You usually hear the term “parallel world” 

in science fiction or fantasy literature. The story or plot is about how teenagers 

get involved or “caught up” in adventures and how that impacts on their lives.  

Well the book has certainly had an impact on Catherine’s life – it’s due to be 

published in Britain in  2007, it’s already been sold to seven countries and there 

are ‘rumours’ or ‘talk’ about a possible film being made based on her book. 

Rebecca asks Catherine if all that attention has surprised her.  

Insert 2  

 To say that this was my dream come true would imply that I ever dreamed of anything like 

this which of course I never did. I mean I imagined that if I was lucky then I’d get one 

publisher in the UK, have a couple of copies in the biggest bookshops and it would be out of 

print within a year but it’s not looking that way at all. 
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Anna: Well Catherine says that the situation that she finds herself in is not one that 

she expected. She says that if she said it was as if her dreams had come true 

then it implies, it means that she had thought that this might happen. But she 

says she never did. She uses the phrase “if I was lucky then I would get one 

publisher in the UK.” – she thought that she might get one publisher in the UK 

if things went well.  However she was sure that the book would be “out of 

print” after 12 months – it would no longer be available. 

  Now before we go here’s some of the language we’ve heard today: 

 

Which word means worrying or scary? 

daunting 

What was the word meaning the first in a series of three books, plays or films? 

trilogy 

Which word means to have a big effect? 

impacts  

And finally, which phrase means that a book or play is no longer available? 

Out of print 

 

That’s all for now but don’t forget to practise more with the Entertainment Life 

section of the website. 

 

 


