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MUSIC JOHNNY CASH – I WALK THE LINE  

 

Callum: Hello I'm Callum Robertson and this is Entertainment.  

 

 The music you can hear is American country singer Johnny Cash and the song, 

I walk the line. 

 

 Johnny Cash died in 2003 but this year a movie about his life called 'Walk the 

Line' is winning many prizes. It stars Joaquin Phoenix as Johnny Cash and 

Reese Witherspoon as his wife, June Carter. 

 

 Reese Witherspoon has already won a Golden Globe and a Screen Actor's 

Guild award for best actress in this film in ceremonies held in the United States. 

She has also been nominated for an Oscar and a BAFTA, the British Oscars. 

Being nominated means that she has been chosen as one of the few people who 

could win. The BAFTA awards are announced in February and the Oscars in 

March and these are perhaps the two most important awards for films. 

 

 In the film both Reese and co-star Joaquin Phoenix did all of the singing. Reese 

spoke on BBC radio about the singing, how she felt about it and how she 

prepared. 

 

 Listen to this extract and try to answer theses questions, when did she find out 

she would be singing in the film and how did she feel about it at first. When 

did she find out she would be singing in the film and how did she feel about it.  
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REESE WITHERSPOON 

I signed on to do the film, the acting bit and then after I'd already signed all the papers they 

said to me we'd really like you to sing, needlessly to say I was absolutely terrified but they 

asked me to try and I can't ever refuse to try. 

 

Callum: Did you hear the answers to the question? Listen again 

 

REESE WITHERSPOON 

I signed on to do the film, the acting bit and then after I'd already signed all the papers they 

said to me we'd really like you to sing, needlessly to say I was absolutely terrified but they 

asked me to try and I can't ever refuse to try. 

 

Callum: She said that she signed on to do the acting in the film, she'd agreed to do the 

film and it was after she had signed the papers that they asked her to do the 

singing. 

 

REESE WITHERSPOON 

after I'd already signed all the papers they said to me we'd really like you to sing. 

 

Callum: And how did she feel about that, well, she says that she was very scared, she 

was absolutely terrified. 

 

REESE WITHERSPOON 

needlessly to say I was absolutely terrified 

 

Callum: She uses the expression, 'needless to say', 'needless to say'. This small 

expression is used before giving some information which is obvious, which the 

speaker thinks the listeners will understand clearly, so in this example, she is 

saying that it is easy to understand that she would be terrified about having to 

sing in a film about about a famous singer. Listen again. 
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REESE WITHERSPOON   DUR 4" 

needlessly to say I was absolutely terrified 

 

Callum: So how did Reese Witherspoon feel after she began her singing? Was she 

impressed with her voice. This is what she said. 

 

REESE WITHERSPOON 

About 2 weeks into singing into the microphone when they played it back to me it sounded 

like a cat dying, and I though I was going to die and I tried to get out of the movie and tried to 

get out of the singing and they just kept encouraging me 

 

Callum: So at first she wasn't very happy with her singing, she said it sounded like a cat 

dying! 

 

REESE WITHERSPOON 

to me it sounded like a cat dying 

 

Callum: She also said she wanted to 'get out of' the singing and to 'get out of' the movie. 

If you want to 'get out of something' you don't want to do it any more, you 

want to give up. But she continued with encouragement. Listen again. 

 

REESE WITHERSPOON 

About 2 weeks into singing into the microphone when they played it back to me it sounded 

like a cat dying, and I thought I was going to die and I tried to get out of the movie and tried 

to get out of the singing and they just kept encouraging me. 

 

Callum: Was she successful learning to sing to a high level, let's find out. WE're going 

to play you some original June Carter and half way through we're going to 
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switch it to Reese Witherspoon, can you tell the difference, does she sound like 

a professional singer? 

 

MUSIC CARTER / WITHERSPOON MIX 

 

Callum: Well I think she did a pretty good job! 

 

 That's all from entertainment this week. 


