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Callum: Hello, I'm Callum Robertson and this is Entertainment. In the programme 

today we have another walk down memory lane, we get all nostalgic as we 

look back at the music of the year 1996 when BBC Learning English on the 

internet began. 

 

MUSIC PRODIGY - FIRESTARTER 

 

Callum: 10 years ago today, April 6 1996 this track was at number 1. 

 

 That was the group Prodigy and their hit, Firestarter which was holding the top 

spot this week in April, 1996.  

 

MUSIC TAKE THAT – BACK FOR GOOD 

 

Callum: In stark contrast, the number one album that week was by Boy Band Take That. 

They had announced that they were splitting up in February which undoubtedly 

gave sales of their Greatest Hits Album a boost as teary-eyed broken-hearted 

teenage girls parted with their pocket money. This is their track, Back for Good. 

 

 However the grief of their fans wasn't enough to make the Take That album the 

best selling one in 1996. That honour went to a Canadian artist, Alanis 

Morissette who had released her first international album, Jagged Little Pill in 

1995. The album became a huge international hit and the best selling single 

from it was this track, Ironic.  
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MUSIC ALANIS MORISSETTE - IRONIC 

 

Callum: Although the song is called Ironic and uses examples such as a 'a traffic jam' 

when you're already late' and calls them ironic, strictly speaking they are not 

examples of irony, just bad luck! In fact Alanis herself is reported to have said 

that - "The irony of 'Ironic' is that it's not an ironic song at all." 

 

 Although it was the best selling Album and Ironic was a huge hit, it wasn't the 

best selling single in 1996. That was this song by the Fugees, a cover version 

of a track called Killing Me Softly. 

 

MUSIC FUGEES – KILLING ME SOFTLY 

 

Callum: So those were the best selling singles and albums of this week in 1996 and the 

year as a whole, but what else was happening musically in the UK in that year.  

 

MUSIC SPICE GIRLS – WANNABE 

 

Callum: Well a manufactured girl band took the world by storm and launched a 

recording career that would see them become the biggest selling girl group of 

the 20th Century. In 1996 they released their debut single and the phrase Girl 

Power was brought into the popular consciousness. Here is the single – 

Wannabe! 

 

 Girl Power was one movement in British music that was taking off and another 

was just over its peak – the battle of the BritPop bands.  

 

INSERT MUSIC OASIS – WONDERWALL 
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Callum: The groups Oasis and Blur had been fighting for honours and sales in the 

previous year. They represented a return to guitar based British rock pop rock 

and had a fierce rivalry. In 1995 Blur had beaten Oasis to the number one spot 

when they had released singles in the same week but in 1996 Oasis and their 

album What's the Story Morning Glory cleaned up at Britain's musical awards, 

the Brits.  

 

 They won three awards Best British Album, Best British Group and Best Video 

for the song Wonderwall – and here is the song Wonderwall to end our special 

1996 edition of Entertainment. 

 


