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Yvonne: Do terms like ‘financial markets’, ‘interest rates’ and ‘inflation’ make you 

sleepy? Well today, ‘Entertainment’ will wake you up as we mix business with 

pleasure – and a little fear!  I’m Yvonne Archer and you’re listening to 

bbclearningenglish.com!   

 

If you’d like to start your own business – become an ‘entrepreneur’ – or you’re 

an inventor, you’ll already know about all the hard work and dedication that’s 

needed.  But contestants – game players who are brave enough to enter ‘The 

Dragon’s Den’ need much more than that!   

 

This reality BBC TV series offers contestants a chance to ‘pitch’ or present 

their ideas, to five fiery ‘dragons’ who are very successful entrepreneurs. They 

have the money to invest in new businesses – to help them financially, but can 

entrepreneurs get the money without being burnt?  Was James Seddon’s pitch 

or his electric egg cooker good enough?   

 

BBC TV, The Dragon’s Den, Clip with  

Deborah Meadon:  

Talking about the element.  Peter wants a 4 minute boiled egg.  Walks out of the room. Six 

minutes later, how long is heat still being applied? 

James Seddon: As soon as it’s finished like this, it beeps and you see the present goes blue…  

(Opens the cooker) Oh I forgot to put the egg in! 

(Laughing) 

Peter Jones: You forgot to put the egg in??? 

Yvonne: Oh dear, poor James was left with ‘egg on his face’ – he was really 

embarrassed because he’d forgotten to put an egg into the cooker.  And later 
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on, things really didn’t improve because James’ egg cooker didn’t work at all!  

The ‘element’ – a small part that used to create heat – simply didn’t heat up. 

 

As we heard, the Dragons laughed in disbelief during James’ pitch but they are 

there to tell people exactly what they think.  And they do offer tips to help 

people like James – so it’s a real shame that he didn’t hear from Dragon 

Duncan Bannatyne before his pitch.  What is Duncan’s tip?   

 

Duncan Bannatyne  

Before you pitch in ideas, you’d always prepare, prepare properly.  That means, doing it in 

front of someone else, letting someone else see your pitch and seeing what you’re doing.  

And practise it in front of the mirror.   

 

Yvonne: For a great pitch, prepare – get ready by doing it in front of someone else first – 

and in front of a mirror.  You’ll be able to make sure you look right and that 

your invention works.  But you also need other qualities and skills, as Dragon 

Deborah Mead adds. Try to catch at least two of them… 

 

Deborah Meade  

So somebody that you’re really convinced has done their research, they understand their 

product, they’re pretty insightful, good judgement and then really get out there and do it! 

 

Yvonne: Entrepreneurs need to show that they’ve done their research and that they 

understand everything about their product, for example, how to cook an egg in 

their cooker.  Deborah also said they need to be ‘insightful’ – in this case, 

have a good understanding of business situations so they can make good 

decisions – have ‘good judgement’.  And of course, get out there and make 

money – that’s business! 

But some of the language the Dragons use suggests that they’re also looking 

for things that aren’t a part of business – or are they?  Doug Richard and Theo 
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Paphitis talk about ‘first impressions’, ‘a date’, ‘to click with someone’ and 

having ‘a sparkle in their eye’.  Are you reminded of any sweet situations? 

 

Doug, Theo  

I’m quite a bit swayed by my first impressions of entrepreneurs.  I find it’s a bit like a date.  

In the first few minutes, you can have a pretty good idea of how you’re going to click with 

that person.   

Sometimes in life you meet someone who’s got that sparkle in their eye, who you think can 

make it happen, who you have an affinity to – and you take a punt! 

 

Yvonne: So before they ‘take a punt’ – risk their money on a new idea - investors want 

to like the entrepreneur.  They like to feel that they have something in 

common with them – ‘an affinity’ to them.  In fact, they say it’s like falling in 

love and luckily for James, that’s what happened.  So you’ll be pleased to 

hear that he’ll soon be in the business of selling electric egg cookers that work! 

 

 We hope you’ve found business really entertaining today… Do visit us at 

bbclearningenglish.com to revisit some of the business language we’ve come 

across today!  

 

  


