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BBC Learning English — Ask about English

A question from Eric in Singapore:

Please would you answer another question for me? What is the difference between
inquire and enquire? Thank you.

Amos Paran answers:

There is a very simple answer here — there is no difference in meaning. The spelling with
‘e’ is British, the spelling with ‘i’ is North American. The same goes for the nouns, inquiry
and enquiry.

There are of course other differences in spelling between American and British English.
The most common ones are words that end with ‘our’ in British English and are spelled
‘or’ in American English — labour (labor), honour (honor), and so on.

Another common difference is words that end in ‘re’ in British English and are spelled
with ‘er’ in American English — theatre, centre.

And finally, words that end with — ‘ize’ in American English and are often spelled with —
‘ise’ in British English — sympathise, criticise, and so on.

Luckily, my spell checker accepts both!

Amos Paran is the Course Leader of the MA in Teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages
(TESOL) by Distance Learning at the Institute of Education, University of London. His main
teaching and research interests are reading in a foreign language and the use of literature in
foreign language teaching and learning.
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