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A question from Pavel: 
 
When should we use 'made of' and when should we use 'made from'? Do they have different 
meanings? 
 
Alex Gooch answers: 
 
Hi Pavel, thanks for your question. Actually, a student asked me the same question in class a 
couple of weeks ago- and just like you, I was a bit puzzled by this; I couldn't immediately 
work out what the rule was. But I talked it over with my colleagues – the other teachers in the 
Teacher's Room - and eventually, we realised that this rule is really quite simple. 
 
Let's start by looking at some examples - I might say: 
 
"This shirt is made of cotton" 
"This house is made of bricks" OR 
"The keyboard I use on my computer is made of plastic." 
 
On the other hand, we might say: 
 
"Paper is made from trees." 
"Wine is made from grapes." OR 
"This cake is made from all natural ingredients." 
 
So, if you think about the first group of examples, you'll notice that there's a common theme - 
a common pattern. The cotton in the shirt is still cotton – it hasn't changed its form and 
become something else. 
 
In the same way, the bricks in the walls of the house – they're still bricks. They didn't stop 
being bricks when the house was made.  And the plastic in my computer keyboard is still 
plastic. 
 
So we say: 
 
"The shirt is made of cotton." 
"The house is made of bricks." 
"The keyboard is made of plastic." 
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On the other hand, the trees in the example where we say: 
 
"The paper is made from trees." 
 
These trees are not trees anymore – they stopped being trees when they became paper. 
 
And if we say: 
 
"Wine is made from grapes." 
 
The grapes are no longer grapes – they've been changed into a different type of stuff – 
a different type of substance - in this case, wine. 
 
And the flour and the eggs and the sugar in the example about the cake; these have all 
changed their forms as well when they became cake. 
 
So this is the rule: 
 
If something keeps its form, we use 'made of'' 
But if the form is changed during the process of making, then we use 'made from'. 
 
Alex Gooch has been an English teacher for ten years. He has taught in Poland and 
Switzerland, and more recently he's been teaching in various universities in the UK. 
   


