
BBC Learning English   
Ask about English 
The emphatic do 
 
 
   

 
 

Ask about English              bbclearningenglish.com              © BBC Learning English 2007 
 Page 1 of 2 
 
 

A question from Hossein: 
 

Hello, your site is really helpful and I have used it since 2003. I have a question about using 

do with believe. Even I surprised when I saw do with read in the comments of ‘Contact Us’. 

Why do we use this auxiliary with those verbs? Is it mandatory? Regards, Hossein 

 
 
Samantha Hague answers: 
 
Hi Hossein and thank you for your question. I can understand why this usage of do is 

surprising for you! Students have asked me in the past about the use of do before verbs, as it 

seems to be an extra mystery verb! But rather than thinking about grammatical structure and 

word order, it may help if you think about the positive meaning of do instead. Listen to these 

examples and see if you can work out why we use do in them: 

 

I do try to make my son do his homework, but he refuses to cooperate. 

I did think you were going to speak to him about it. 

I do hope he’ll try harder this year. 

 

In each example, do is used to add emphasis to the main verb, that is, to make the expression 

or feeling stronger. In these examples, do functions as an emphatic auxiliary. And I just want 

to mention here that the auxiliary do cannot be combined with any other auxiliary – that is, we 

can’t say  

 

I must do try to make my son do his homework. 

 

although we could say  
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I must try to make my son do his homework. 

 

You mention do used with believe, Hossein; can you see how it adds emphasis in the 

following examples?  

 

I do believe we’ve met somewhere before. 

I do think Chinese is a difficult language to learn. 

I do feel that Jordan’s is the best restaurant in town. 

I do hope she’ll be happier in the new house. 

 

In all of these examples, do is used to reinforce the strength of claim and show certainty. But 

there’s another usage of do as an emphatic auxiliary. Sometimes we can use do to contradict 

or show contrast and here are some more examples: 

 

I did call on him yesterday morning, although he said he didn’t hear the doorbell. 

The office staff said my fax was late, but I did send it on time. 

My daughter is so naughty at home, but her teacher says she does study hard at school. 

 

In each of these examples, do shows the contrast between the expected and real outcome in 

each situation, and in speech, an emphatic do would usually be stressed. Well, Hossein, I do 

hope that this explanation has been useful to you! 
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