




1

The front cover image is a still from Those Who Remain, 
feature documentary directed by Eliane Raheb
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BBC Arabic celebrates its 80th Anniversary this year. 
As the longest running non-English language 
service in the BBC, we have been reporting, 
producing content and giving platform to myriads 
of voices since 1938. We are very proud to have 
started the BBC Arabic Festival as a continuation 
of this service, where we are able to extend 
our medium to the young and independent 
filmmakers and journalists who are telling the 
stories that reflect the Arab world of today. We 
hope to continue this live format, relatively new 
to our network, for years to come because we 
are confident that it will further enhance the 
connection between our audiences everywhere. 
It is for this very reason that most of this year’s 
Festival and films will be televised and web-
streamed, live and pre-recorded, to connect the 
live element with the remotely visible.

Thank you for joining us. We are very happy 
that you are able to be part of this production. 

WELCOME FROM
SAM FARAH,
HEAD OF BBC ARABIC
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The media world has been rapidly developing in 
the last few years. We have seen the journalism 
landscape sway between major companies and 
independent civilians, with tools changing hands 
and breaking new barriers. That is why this year, 
alongside our usual programme of documentaries 
and short films, we have also introduced a new 
focus on digital journalism. Our films this year 
range in topics, from occupation to child labour, 
the right to play music, religious extremism, 
immigration, and everyday life during war. We will 
also be taking a look back at the 10 years of BBC 
Arabic television (BBC Arabic TV 10th Anniversary, 
see page 36-37), and a look forward at how media 
is using new tools that allow people to engage 
with information (Digital Journalism Day, see page 
42-43).

We look forward to welcoming you to the 2018 
BBC Arabic Festival.

A NOTE ABOUT THIS YEAR’S FESTIVAL 
SHEYMA BUALI,
FESTIVAL DIRECTOR
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OPENING NIGHT 
CEREMONY

MARE NOSTRUM, 14’ 
Arabic with English subtitles, Syria
On a Mediterranean shore, a Syrian father makes 
a decision to put his daughter’s life at risk.

Directed by filmmaking couple Rana Kazkaz and Anas 
Khalaf who now live in Amman, Jordan after leaving 
Damascus due to the Syrian conflict.

FATE, WHEREVER IT TAKES US, 8’
Arabic with English subtitles, Jordan
‘Kadar’ means ‘fate’. In this short, self-reflective video, 
Kadar narrates her own experience, shedding layers 
while giving a face to contemporary history that we all 
think familiar. Through experimental video technique and 
poetic, bitter-sweet descriptions, she takes us through 
her journey, from the minefields of Syria to asylum in 
Jordan and other unexpected places.

Directed by Kadar Fayyad, a tutor on human rights issues, 
youth and conflict.

YOUNG JOURNALIST AWARD SCREENING
BBC Arabic annually rewards the most promising 
person aged 18 to 30 with a prize that includes training, 
mentoring and equipment.

2017 Young Journalist Award winner, Mohamed Jabaly, 
has been documenting the lives of six fellow asylum 
seekers from different corners of the Arab world. They 
live together in Tromso, northern Norway, where they 
form extraordinary bonds, becoming each other’s new 
families to replace the ones they each left behind.

JOIN US AS WE LOOK BACK AT WINNERS AND BRING
IN THE 2018 BBC ARABIC FESTIVAL

Friday, April 20, 7.30pm

LIMITED PUBLIC AVAILABILITY: 
Register for free tickets by emailing us:  bbcarabicfestival@bbc.co.uk
Reception to follow
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Stories from Across the Arab World: 
5 short documentaries and reportage about 
the different corners of the Arab world, from 
Egypt to Western Sahara and Nubia.

Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 11:30am

THE YOUNGEST SURVIVOR FROM AL-SALAM BOCCACCIO 
Reportage by Sahar Arabi
3’, EGYPT
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), World Premiere
On February 3, 2006, the MS al-Salam Boccaccio 98 ferry sank in the 
Red Sea on its way from Saudi Arabia to Safaga in southern Egypt. Of 
the 1,310 travelers, 388 survived. This report is about the youngest of 
those survivors. Five-years-old at the time, he lost his entire family in the 
accident. He went on to have nightmares, developed a fear of the sea, 
and was left unable to speak. Now, 12 years after the accident Mohamed 
has regained his voice but has to see a therapist, he is plagued by the 
details of what happened to his family and seeks justice.

NECESSITY HAS NO LAW
Short documentary by Ahmed Hamad
6’, EGYPT
Arabic with English subtitles (2016), UK Premiere
Gamal is 14 years old but unlike most children his 
age he doesn’t have dreams and ambitions for the future. 
He comes from a small city in Egypt and works from dusk until dawn in a 
brick factory alongside older men who are ready to retire. Gamal shares 
the sharp wit and big heart of his Egyptian compatriots, offering us a 
glimpse into a day in his life via this reportage.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 11:30am

3 STOLEN CAMERAS 
Short documentary by RåFILM and Equipe Media
17’, WESTERN SAHARA
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), UK Premiere
This is a story about breaking censorship in an area 
where the Moroccan authorities have been accused by 
NGOs of implementing a near total media blockade. 
Journalists are not allowed to enter Western Sahara, 
yet here members of Equipe Media fight to keep 
their cameras to shoot the unique footage that we 
are watching. 3 Stolen Cameras is a proud nod to the 
Oscar-nominated 2011 documentary, 5 Broken Cameras, 
extending a cinematic tradition of reflection on the 
importance of the camera in empowered social and 
political witness. Censored in Lebanon days before its 
world premiere, we present the film’s UK premiere..

This film contains distressing and violent scenes.

MUSICAL LESSON 
Reportage by Aly ElSotohy
4’, EGYPT
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), UK Premiere
Lotfy Shenouda has spent almost 40 years of his life in
ElArish, North Sinai, teaching displaced children and adults 
how to play various musical instruments. In spite of the 
violent killing of seven Copts by Islamic militants earlier in 
the year, Shenouda did not stop playing his music. 
The piece, shot secretly on a mobile phone, tells a forgotten 
tale from an underexposed and remote area of Sinai. 
This is a story about love and hope in wartime.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 11:30am

THE TOWN THE MEN LEFT  
Short documentary by Hanan Youssef Abdulla
22’, NUBIA
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), World Premiere
This short documentary visits Omay, Eyo and Sokar, each 
from a different Nubian village in Aswan, Egypt. 
These women share a similar struggle; abandoned by 
their husbands, they live the paradox of being neither 
married nor divorced and are stigmatized by their 
communities for working to support themselves and 
their children. 
The director’s fly-on-the-wall approach is led by the 
women’s own narration, conveying their daily challenges 
living in a patriarchal society. Shot in vivid colour and 
wide-view photography, the audience is invited into 
these proud women’s warm homes, exposing a rich 
Nubian culture that is fading day by day.

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
the directors, hosted by Fatima Manji, Channel 4 
reporter and BBC Arabic Festival Judge.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Syrian Focus:
5 non-fiction shorts that weave through the 
experience of the Syrian war today, through 
the villages, across the borders, in refugee 
camps and in cities of refuge.  

Saturday, April 21, 2pm

ONE DAY IN ALEPPO 
Short documentary by Ali Alibrahim
25’, SYRIA
No dialogue (2017), UK Premiere
Aleppo, 2017: It’s a city with no food, fuel or water; 
no place to bury the dead and nowhere to treat the 
wounded. This observational film brings audiences closer 
to a quotidian of loss and destruction, exposing the 
daily life of people trying to live normally. After months 
of a suffocating siege and daily bombings, they express 
their hope through small endeavors: children treat ruins 
like a playground, mothers heat the family bread and 
stray kittens still get fed. Stark drone photography and 
personal close-ups expose life in a town of 280,000 
civilians who carry on bravely in the face of war.

This film contains distressing and violent scenes.

TO CLIMB THE TREE 
Short documentary by Rafia Salameh
21’, SYRIA
Arabic with English subtitles (2016), World Premiere
To Climb the Tree, is a short documentary about AbuSaleh 
and OmSaleh, a married couple in Damascus. They have 
lost much during the war in Syria but now a chance to 
recoup some of their losses shows how their priorities have 
changed. Among the things that have remained the same 
however, is undaunted optimism towards their future, their 
love for each other and the humour they carry with them 
along the way.
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Saturday, April 21, 2pm

Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 2pm

THE DAY WE LEFT ALEPPO
Reportage by  Hasan Kattan 
9’, SYRIA
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), UK Premiere
Saleh and Marwa are a young couple who love Aleppo, 
but now, like thousands of others, they are forced to 
leave. Their neighborhood is in a tragic situation due 
to the siege, food shortage and cruel cold. Through 
this intimate short film we feel the weight of being 
stuck on the exodus and waiting in the evacuation 
route, heart-broken over their homeland. Equal to the 
suffering and fatigue is their love, keeping 
them together.

WHY? 
Reportage by Ayyob AlQasem/Ahmed AlThiabet
/Marwan AlBayani
6’, JORDAN
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), UK Premiere
Many boys in Jordan must work at an early age to help 
their families. Ayman, a young Syrian refugee is no 
exception; he works day in day out at the market as he 
dreams of going to school and making friends. His access 
to schooling has already been denied by the state, a 
situation made more difficult due to his parents’ lack 
of education.
On top of this the local children refuse to let him join 
in their football match, leaving us pondering the valid 
question: Why?
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Saturday, April 21, 2pm
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 2pm

SIX YEAR OLD FEARS 
Short documentary by Lauren Anders Brown
14’, JORDAN
English and Arabic with English subtitles (2017)
Sara is six years old, the same age as the war in Syria. 
She has spent her entire life in the Zaatari Refugee Camp 
in Jordan. Now, she is about to be a big sister. Despite 
the difficult mental and physical conditions, the camp 
has the impressive statistic of zero maternal deaths 
during childbirth, but the US government’s abrupt pulling 
of funding from the UNFPA has threatened to change 
this statistic. In this short documentary Sara tells us of 
her life and dreams for her and her new sister, innocently 
optimistic even though the new arrival could risk her 
mother’s life. 

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
the filmmakers.



19



20

Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 5pm

THE ULYSSES OF THE 21ST CENTURY 
Feature documentary by Lidia Garcia
71’, MOROCCO
Arabic/English/Spanish/French with English subtitles (2017), UK Premiere
Morocco has one of the highest migration rates in the  
world with 3 million Moroccans living abroad. Through  
French colonisation, the Jewish exodus to Palestine and  
continuous economic migration, Moroccan cinema has  
witnessed many major migratory milestones. The Ulysses  
of the 21st Century visits filmmakers who discuss the  
myth, metaphor and mentality of the migrant as depicted  
in Moroccan cinema. This dynamic and richly researched  
documentary whisks us to liminal neighbourhoods in  
Paris, Tangiers and Gibraltar; from navigating makeshift  
boats to Europe and then the eventual homecoming,  
these journeys are the building blocks of history.

This screening will be followed 
by a Q&A with the director, Lidia Garcia
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Saturday, April 21, 8pm

UPON THE SHADOW  
Feature documentary by Nada Mezni Hafaideh
80’, TUNISIA
Arabic/French with English subtitles (2017)
Amina Sboui is back in Tunisia after two years in exile 
following her time as an activist with Femen. She is now 
busy writing about her experiences as a women’s rights 
activist and cultivating her safe house for a close group 
of friends from the LGBT community. Upon the Shadow 
brings us into this house where we meet Sandra, Ramy, 
Ayoub, Atef and others as they live their lives, escaping a 
homophobic society and more hurtfully, their families. They 
tell us bold stories of facing a world that has rejected them 
and their hopes for a just culture that doesn’t ostracize 
them for who they fall in love with.

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with director
Nada Mezni Hafaideh and Alex Karotsch, Fringe Film 
Festival Director
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Cinematic Reflections: Short Films 
from Today’s Arab World:   
These accomplished cinematic shorts use 
drama, animation and comedy to reflect 
on today’s Arab world. 

Sunday, April 22, 1pm

NOCTURNE IN BLACK 
A short film by Jimmy Keyrouz
23’, SYRIA
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), UK Premiere
This immaculately shot, high-energy short drama is 
inspired by a true story. Karim is a young man who 
continues to play his piano despite ISIS threats during 
the Syrian civil war. In spite of the despair and daily fear 
of death, he insists on reminding the people around him 
that beautiful things persist, and music is one of them. 
After his piano is destroyed by Jihadists, Karim defiantly 
rebuilds his beloved instrument, fighting for the material 
and intangible elements lost during the conflict: art, 
music and the cultural affinities that make us human..

SILENCE 
A short film by Farnoosh Samadi and Ali Asgari
14’, ITALY
Kurdish/English/Italian with English subtitles (2016)
Fatma and her mother are Kurdish refugees in Italy. On 
their visit to a doctor, Fatma has to translate the doctor’s 
diagnosis to her mother but she keeps silent. This sparse 
short film speaks volumes about the complications of 
language, the comfort in silence and the uncertainty of 
life in a strange land.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Sunday, April 22, 1pm

BURNING
A short film by Slimane Bounia
18’, ALGERIA
French with English subtitles (2016), London Premiere
Early one morning, back from a fishing trip, Lounes 
carries a jerry can of petrol with plans to set himself 
alight. In the surrounding mountains, Rachid, a 
clandestine cab driver, is taking a village girl, Ounissa, to 
Tizi-Ouzou-Sur-Mer, along with a huge frozen fish. As the 
day goes on, the sun gets hotter but they keep steadfast 
on their path. By evening, the fish reaches the shore 
and starts to come back to life! Burning is a tangled 
and chaotic story of struggling Algerians, much like the 
frozen fish passing hand to hand through the Kabyle 
Mountains to the fishing coast, ending up flourishing 
back to life and diving into the endless water.

SAYEDA
A short film by Nesma Zazou
15’, EGYPT
Arabic with English subtitles (2017), European Premiere
A social drama based on true events, this tense story 
follows an Egyptian mother and her 7-year-old son as 
they try to get him medical care. They are obstructed 
by unorganized schedules, chaotic traffic, and physical 
barriers. Shot on location along the iron fence amidst 
the bustling noise of Cairo, we see Sayeda and Salah 
physically struggling to reach their destination. They 
are desperately searching out a specialist German eye 
doctor who is about to leave the city, taking with him 
the boy’s chance at sight.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Sunday, April 22, 1pm

AYNY
Short film by Ahmed Saleh
11’, PALESTINE
Arabic with English subtitles (2016)
Devastated and made homeless by war, a mother is 
anxious about her two young sons’ wellbeing. To keep 
them safe, she fosters a new love in their life: music. 
As they venture outside to collect scrap metal to save 
money for a cherished instrument, the oud, the two 
boys get trapped in fatal danger. But the strength they 
inherited from their mother keeps them standing, and 
the boys keep dreaming. This enchanting animated short 
film has been the recipient of numerous international 
awards from the Student Academy Awards (2016) to 
Film Fest Gent, Belgium (2017), Amarji International 
Film Festival, Iraq (2017) and the Boston Palestine Film 
Festival (2017).

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with the directors 
of these films, hosted by author, curator 
and academic, Nadia Denton.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Sunday, April 22, 4pm

WHOSE COUNTRY
Feature documentary by Mohamed Siam
60’, EGYPT
English and Arabic with English subtitles, UK Premiere 
Shot over three years – from the start of the protests in 
2011 till the removal of ex-President Morsi in 2013, director 
Mohamed Siam comes face-to-face with a group of 
Cairo policemen and poses questions that have haunted 
them: whose system are they working for and who does 
it protect? As the filmmaker gains the policemen’s trust, 
they share their stories of corruption and abuse within 
the security forces that uphold the turbulent political 
landscape. With sympathetic narration, the young 
filmmaker not only reveals links between police injustice 
and the 2011 uprisings, but also how this injustice led 
to dissent amongst the police’s lower ranks. With the 
policemen blaming “the system” for making them commit 
the acts that they have, the filmmaker is forced to confront 
his own morality and guilt through his conversations. 

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
the film’s director, Mohamed Siam
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Sunday, April 22, 7pm

300 MILES  
Feature documentary by Orwa AlMokdad
90’, SYRIA
Arabic with English subtitles (2016), UK Premiere  
There are 300 miles between Orwa and his niece, Nour. 
As he conducts interviews and shoots sequences for this 
film in rebel-held Eastern Aleppo, she shoots a video diary 
to send to him from government-controlled Daraa. ISIS, 
the Free Syrian Army (FSA), Assad’s regime and other 
groups control different areas; borders have been redrawn; 
checkpoints have been placed; frontlines keep shifting; 
and the war leads Syria deeper into a fog of uncertainty. 
Orwa exposes us to the human side of this conflict and 
through him we meet Adnan, an activist and Abu Yarob, 
a leader of an FSA fighter unit, hearing their compulsions 
and persuasions, aims and hopes. Continuous unedited 
shots from a hand held camera in proximity of the fighting 
are juxtaposed by Nour’s more stable and innocent self-
reflections. Nour, Adnan, Abu Yarob, and Orwa himself try 
to answer their own questions, narrating the senselessness 
of war and destruction in the perpetual chaos that surrounds them. 

This film contains distressing and violent scenes.

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with 
the film’s producer, Eyas AlMokdad.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Monday, April 23, 12pm

HEBRON EXPOSED: A WEAPON FOR LIFE  
BBC Arabic documentary by Tom Roberts
52’, WEST BANK
English and Arabic with English subtitles (2018), Exclusive Sneak Preview  
In March 2016 an Israeli soldier, Elor Azaria, shot 
Abdel Fattah Al-Sharif, a Palestinian, in the head as he lay 
incapacitated in a Hebron street. Human rights activist 
Emad Abushamsiya caught the entire scene on camera.  
His video went viral, landing Azaria with a manslaughter  
conviction and leading many Israelis to vilify Abushamsiya  
for exposing the crime. In response, he created a team of  
teenage activists whom he armed with cameras and trained  
to document the human rights violations they witness  
around them. Making extensive use of their footage, this  
powerful film follows Abushamsiya as he prepares the  
teenagers for the intense reality of filming 
in the Hebron hotspot.

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with the
film’s director, Tom Roberts.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Monday, April 23, 3pm

BBC ARABIC TV 10TH ANNIVERSARY  
In 2008, BBC Arabic TV launched its first transmission 
from London to the Arab world. This year, we will mark 
the 10th anniversary by linking reports that narrated the 
news to millions of viewers. Join us as we look back at 10 
years of journalism, remembered and discussed by the 
journalists who reported on the biggest events of the 
last decade.

This special presentation will be followed by an audience 
Q&A with the journalists.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Monday, April 23, 5pm

SEDITION ON THE BANKS OF THE TIGRIS
BBC Arabic documentary by Feras Kilani
52’, SYRIA/IRAQ
Arabic with English subtitles (2018), Exclusive Special Screening 
The defeat of the so-called Islamic State has left Sunni Muslim populations 
crushed and Shia Muslim military forces victorious, although only after terrible 
sacrifices. BBC Correspondent Feras Kilani returns to the battlegrounds to 
assess the human cost and ask whether this is really the end for extreme 
jihadism in Iraq and Syria. This film is made up of previously unseen footage 
shot throughout Kilani’s coverage since the Battle of Mosul in 2014. This rare 
view exposes the harsh and unforgiving reality of war and occupation, and the 
lengths that special correspondents will go to tell their story.

This screening will be followed by a Q&A with Special 
Correspondent, Feras Kilani.
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Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival

Monday, April 23, 7:30pm

THOSE WHO REMAIN 
Feature documentary by Eliane Raheb
90’, LEBANON
Arabic with English subtitles (2016), UK Premiere 
Haykal is a farmer in Akkar, just a few kilometers from Syria 

in the mountains of Northern Lebanon. Though quiet and 
pastoral, Akkar has a complex geopolitical situation and a 
long history marred by sectarian tensions originating from 
the Lebanese Civil War. Inhabited by Christian Maronites, 
Sunni and Shia Muslims instability is rife. With the progress 
of war in Syria, the area becomes a thoroughfare for 
smugglers, land ownership has come into question and 
power grabs have increased tensions. Haykal keeps away 
from complications, instead building his children a house 
for an uncertain future. Close ups flora and fauna of North 
Lebanon and intimate conversations with Haykal and his 
friends expose minute details that illuminate a greater 
geopolitical picture as one man struggles to defend 
coexistence on the land he loves.

This film will be followed by a Q&A with the film’s director, 
Eliane Raheb.
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Tuesday, April 24

Visit bbcarabic.com/festival 
for more information on speakers as well as links to their 
projects, details on this event and to register for free tickets

Text is Dead. Or at least that is what they have been saying 
since the onset of online news and web-based media. Today 
we are seeing more and more people, young and old, going 
paperless, consuming news bytes and actively interacting 
with information. Animated infographics, immersive maps 
and virtual reality are creating new settings for understanding, 
and even experiencing, the news. But all this is just the beginning. 
This day-long event will demonstrate examples of innovative 
storytelling created for and consumed via the web and 
mobile today.

This day-long seminar will consist of 3 panel discussions:
10.30 - 12.00: A snapshot for today: What is Digital 
Journalism?
13.30 - 15.00: Industry outlook: How is ‘traditional media’ 
making its move to 360 and VR?
16.30 - 18.00: The future of digital journalism: 
What can we expect?

RACHEL RODRIGUEZ
is Senior Producer 
for social media for CNN 
Digital Worldwide.

MASSIMILIANO FUSARI 
is a digital consultant, 
visual storyteller and Senior 
Lecturer  at the University 
of Westminster’s Emerging 
Media Labs.

MARC PERKINS  
is BBC Africa’s 
Investigations Editor.

CAMERON CLARKE   
is Deputy Editor of media 
and marketing title The Drum.
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The BBC Blue Room is a media technology demonstration team 
that showcases the new and exciting ways in which audiences are 
consuming and creating content.
This year hot topics include immersive content and interactive 
storytelling.  Experience the Blue Room’s key devices in these areas 
and discuss them with the team of experts.
The Blue Room team will be in the Media Café throughout the day.

NAMAK KHOSHNOW 
has produced award-winning 360 and 
VR reports for BBC Arabic and the New 
York Times.

TOM MILLEN 
is co-director of Crossover Labs - 
immersive media experts specialising 
in the creation and curation of projects 
combining technical innovation with 
storytelling. 

ZILLAH WATSON 
is Commissioning Editor for Virtual 
Reality at the BBC where she Executive 
produced numerous critically acclaimed 
VR projects. 

JANET JONES  
is Dean of Arts and Creative Industries 
at London South Bank University and 
author of several books on digital 
journalism.

JAYISHA PATEL   
is an award-winning documentary and 
VR experience-maker and a teacher 
of Immersive Storytelling at University 
College London.

43



Register for free tickets at: bbcarabic.com/festival
44

Wednesday, April 25, 7pm

THE CULTURAL FRONTLINE: 
Is this a Golden Age for Arab Film? 
The Cultural Frontline brings together award-winning 
Arab filmmakers to discuss whether we now live in a 
golden age for Arab film. We explore how great directors 
from across the region tell extraordinary stories during 
turbulent times. What has led to the blossoming of so 
much talent, what does the future hold and how does 
this era compare to great periods of the past? Join us for 
a discussion of the past and a vision for the future of film 
in the Arab world…. 

The Cultural Frontline showcases artists from around the 
world producing ground breaking work that addresses 
the most pressing topical, social, cultural and political 
issues that we face. The Cultural Frontline broadcasts 
on BBC World Service Radio every Saturday morning at 
09.32 GMT. Or you can listen to the programme later on-
line, iPlayer or by subscribing to our podcast.
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AWARD

CEREMONY

Thursday, April 26, 7.30pm

BBC Arabic Festival will announce 
the winners of 2018
 
Hosted by Wonho Chung
Wonho Chung is a critically acclaimed stand-up 
comedian, singer and actor. Born to South Korean and 
Vietnamese parents in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and raised 
in Jordan, he is a multi-lingual performer who speaks 
Arabic as his native tongue. Since his breakout routine 
with the Axis of Evil Comedy Tour in 2007, Wonho has 
been touring globally to renowned events including Just 
for Laughs in Montreal, Festival du Rire in Marrakech 
and the Oslo Freedom Forum in Norway. Wonho has 
also enjoyed a burgeoning career in regional film and TV 
roles, working with emerging and established filmmakers 
across the Middle East.

Musical guest: Lekhfa 
Maryam Saleh, Maurice Louca and and Tamer Abu 
Ghazaleh, names that have turned heads in alternative 
Arabic music with solo albums and conspicuous 
collaborations, with Lekhfa they give birth to an off kilter 
sound where layers of grit and beauty intertwine in and 
around the dystopian poems of their contemporary Mido 
Zoheir, whom they’ve dubbed the fourth member in this 
creation and one of the most talented Egyptian poets of 
their generation.

LIMITED PUBLIC AVAILABILITY: 
Register for free tickets by emailing us:  bbcarabicfestival@bbc.
co.uk
Reception to follow

This event has been produced 
in collaboration with
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A MESSAGE FROM LONDON’S 
DEPUTY MAYOR FOR CULTURE 
AND CREATIVE INDUSTRY,

JUSTINE SIMONS
London is the greatest city in the world thanks to its incredible 
diversity and creativity. The BBC Arabic Festival - an event which 
brings stories from the streets of the Arab world to central London - 
is a fantastic reflection of that. As the global leading culture capital, 
London is open to international ideas, people and creative and 
journalistic talent. 

This year, we mark the centenary of women’s suffrage 
in the UK. Throughout 2018 we will celebrate the achievements and 
contributions of women, from all 
walks of life, which make London great. 

We will also use this time to support women’s continuing success and 
to push for greater gender equality for 
women from all backgrounds across the city. That’s why 
I’m pleased that this year’s BBC Arabic Festival includes films that 
highlight the challenges and barriers faced 
around the world. These include films such as Upon the Shadow, 
following Tunisian feminist Amina Sboui; 
The Town the Men Left, exploring the stigma against divorcees in 
Egypt; and Six Year Old Fears, highlighting maternal health in Syrian 
refugee camps. 

I am very proud that London is hosting this 
important event and I hope that all those attending 
the screenings and discussions come away inspired 
and moved by this showcase of talent. 
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VISIT
bbcarabic.com/festival

to REGISTER
for free tickets

EXPLORE
our collection of videos

and check event
UPDATES

FOLLOW US
 @bbcarabicfest
#bbcarabicfest
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BBC ARABIC FESTIVAL WOULD 
LIKE TO THANK THE 

2018 JUDGES

MAHER DIAB
is the Co-founder and Creative Director 
of MAD Solutions, the first pan-Arab 
studio dedicated to the promotion and 
distribution of Arabic content regionally 
and beyond.

TRISTAN ANDERSON
is a BAFTA-winning documentary 
filmmaker. He is also the co-founder of 
Doc Heads, a dedicated documentary 
screening, networking and membership 
organization that promotes the work of 
other documentary film makers.

RASHA QANDEEL
is a Broadcast Journalist and Presenter for 
BBC Arabic TV news, special programmes 
and radio. She is the host of hard-hitting 
news programmes such as News Night 
and Hard Talk.

FATIMA MANJI
is a Presenter and News Correspondent for 
Channel 4 News. She reports on a range of 
national and international stories including 
the migration crisis, victims of IS atrocities 
in Iraq and British elections. 
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MARIANNE KHOURY
is a film and documentaries producer. She 
was instrumental in introducing the first 
edition of the Panorama of the European 
Film in Cairo in 2004 and founded ZAWYA, 
Egypt’s first art house cinema in 2014.

FATMA ALREMAIHI
is the CEO of the Doha Film Institute (DFI) 
as well as Director of the Institute’s annual 
film events, Qumra and the Ajyal Youth 
Film Festival. 

CLARE PATERSON
was a Commissioning Editor for BBC 
Documentaries working across a broad 
range of channels and subjects. Her work 
has won the Peabody, Grierson, BAFTA 
and a host of other awards.
 

GAIA MEUCCI
Meucci is a Short Film Programmer at 
Encounters Short Film and Animation 
Festival. Previously, she was a programmer 
at the Edinburgh International Film Festival 
and the Clermont-Ferrand Short Film 
Festival. 
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NOTES


