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 أول مهرجان ننظُمه لألفالم والوثائقيات "،عن قرب"إلى بكم أهالً 

من بدون سماع أصوات  المرحلة ههذأن نفهم تماماً أهمية ال يمكننا و ،تاريخه منيشهد العالم العربي فترة حرجة 

مواطنون أو ن وحترفمسينمائيون السن، في كبار  وأشباب التغيير: لى هذا إدت أيحاولون تدوين الظروف التي 

 وشجاعتهم حقيقية. مهمةقصصهم ولكن هاتف محمول. و أبسيطة كاميرا  عاديون كل سالحهم هو عبارة عن

ومن  ،1122عام فيه نتفاضات حداث العالم العربي منذ بداية االالتي تروي أ ؛أهميةجذباً واألعمال ختيار أكثر احاولنا 

 ،قصيرة اوثائقية وصحافة المواطن وأفالم االمإحضارها للجمهور في لندن. تتضمن هذه األعمال أف ثم

 .محمل بالمعانيمروع وبعضها مبهج، لكن جميعها  تروي حكايات بعضهاو 

 أشخاص عاديين يمرون بأوقات غير عادية.حكايات عن  

مثل مجموعة منوعة من األعمال الرائعة ، ين فيلمايعشركثر من أما سنعرضه خالل المهرجان الجديد "عن قرب"، 

ألن سيكون هناك العديد من الفرص ، صانعيهامع األعمال مناقشة هذه لمن يرغب في و. وعنه الشرق األوسطمن 

 حوار على نطاق أوسع.كما ستعقد جلسات لل ،بأنفسهم معظم مخرجي هذه األعمال سيقومون بتقديمها إليكم

 هذا. في مهرجاننا األوللينا إاالنضمام على لكم  جزيالً  اً شكر، فإليهااالستماع فعال تستحق  همحكاياتهم وأصوات

 سمير فرح

 رئيس تحرير قسم البرامج في بي بي سي عربي

 

لتواصل مع بعضهم البعض ومع بكافة الطرق الممكنة حتى يتمكنوا من ابدعم الفنانين البريطاني المجلس الثقافي يلتزم 

بهذا الدور في  ويضطلع المجلس الثقافي البريطاني منذ ثمانين عاما  تفاهم وتشجيع حرية التعبير. للالعالم، لبناء لغة 

 الشرق األوسط وشمال أفريقيا.منطقة 

كقناة لحرية التعبير وعندما يتم تقييد القنوات األخرى، تُستخدم الفنون جتماعية، ضطرابات السياسية واالاالفي أوقات 

، الناشئة مواهبالتساعد في رعاية  مهاراتحتى نتمكن من توفير  بنا برنامج الفنون الخاصوقد أطلقنا  وية.الهُ حرية و

لتحديات لفهم يكون لديها أن عالقة المملكة المتحدة بالعالم  اتمن أساسينؤمن أنه  ونحن قنوات أخرى للحوار. وتحديد

 البلدان األخرى.في ثقافة الحقائق الحياة ولو

 .وصانعيهالية لتلك األفالم الرائعة لتقديم منصة دو "عن قرب"بي بي سي العربية في مهرجان  نشاركيسرنا أن و

 راهام شيفيلدغ

 البريطانيالمجلس الثقافي مدير قسم الفنون، 
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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST AAN KORB FILM AND DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL
 

The Arab world is going through a critical period of its history. 
We cannot fully understand the significance of this change or the conditions 

that led to it without hearing the voices of its storytellers both young and old, 
professional or armed simply with a phone camera. Their stories are vital  
and their courage is real.We have tried to select the most interesting and  

meaningful work that has been created about the Arab world since the start of  
the uprisings in 2011 to bring to a London audience.  

This work includes documentaries, citizen journalism and short films and tells the  
stories – some harrowing, some joyful, all of them meaningful – of ordinary  
people who are living through extraordinary times.We are proud to present  

a total of twenty films in our new festival  line-up – a wonderful, diverse range  
of work from across the  Middle East. There are numerous opportunities to hear  

from the directors themselves, the majority of whom will be introducing their  
own work. There are also many panels and discussions to encourage  

wider debate. These voices and stories deserve to be heard. 

SAM FARAH Programmes Editor, BBC Arabic

2014

The British Council is committed to supporting artists in every form to connect  
with each other and the world, building understanding and encouraging  

free expression. We have been doing this in the Middle East 
and North Africa for nearly 80 years.

In times of political and social upheaval, the arts have been used as a channel  
for freedom of speech and identity, when other channels have been restricted. 

We have grown our arts programme so that it delivers skills 
that help to nurture emerging talent, and identify further channels  
for dialogue. We believe it is crucial for the UK’s relationship with  

the world to have a keen understanding of the challenges and  
realities of life and culture in other countries.

We are pleased to be partnering with BBC Arabic on Aan Korb to provide an  
international platform for these extraordinary films and filmmakers.

GRAHAM SHEFFIELD CBE, Director Arts, The British Council
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Limited Public availability: tickets available by registering through  

aan.korb@bbc.co.uk

      FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER

            OPENING EVENT

 7 –9pm ADMISSION FREE

EASTERN WINDS and SAUDI’S SECRET UPRISING



SCREENING

Eastern Winds is a visual dance  
journey giving voice and colour  

to the political and social  
struggles that took place across  

Arab countries from  
2011 onwards.

Safa Al-Ahmad examines the  
reaction to the government  

crackdown in Saudi’s Eastern  
province, providing a rare  
glimpse of the simmering  

unrest there.

6

SCREENING

EASTERN WINDS

Timo von Gunten is a Zurich  
based independent film writer, 

director and producer.  
He is the founder of BMC Films, 

producing all genres of films,  
in Switzerland. 

 

Jawaher Al-Sudairy is a filmmaker  
and graduate student at  

Columbia University, New York. 
Previously, Al-Sudairy worked in 
management consulting and for  

the Saudi government. She holds  
a BA from Smith College,  

Massachusetts, United States.

Throughout 2011, a rhythmic chant echoed 
across the Arab world as young protestors 
called for government reform, economic 
opportunity and political freedom. This 
wave of demonstrations skipped borders 
with ease;  carried in newspapers and 
magazines, on Twitter and Facebook and 
the airwaves of Al-Jazeera, Al-Arabiya 
and of course, the BBC. These events came 
to be known as the Arab Awakening.  
Eastern Winds is a visual dance journey 
giving voice and colour to the political 
and social struggles that took place across 
Arab countries throughout that year  
and beyond.

Timo VON GUNTEN and
        Jawaher AL-SUDAIRY

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

Short Film

OPENING EVENT
 

7-9pm
FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 

Cover image is a still from Eastern Winds



SCREENING
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VENUE

Safa Al-Ahmad examines the  
reaction to the government  

crackdown in Saudi’s Eastern  
province, providing a rare  
glimpse of the simmering  

unrest there.

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
SCREENING

Frequent protests by the marginalised Shia 
minority in Saudi Arabia’s Eastern province 
have gone largely unreported.  
Saudi journalist Safa Al-Ahmad  
has gained unprecedented access  
to film in the region speaking to activists; 
many of whom are on the government’s 
most wanted list. She examines how the 
Shia community is reacting to a  
government crackdown and provides a 
rare glimpse of the simmering unrest in 
Saudi’s Eastern province.

Timo VON GUNTEN and
        Jawaher AL-SUDAIRY

SAUDI’S SECRET 
UPRISING

Safa Al-Ahmad is a Middle East 
based Saudi freelance journalist  
working in print, television and 

documentary. Her 2012 film  
Al Qaeda in Yemen was a  

finalist for the Rory Peck Award  
for Freelance Journalism and  
was nominated for the News  

and Documentary Emmy Award. 
Her essay Wishful Thinking was 

published in the anthology  
Writing Revolutions, winner  

of the 2013 English Pen Award.

Safa AL-AHMAD
Documentary

OPENING EVENT
 

7-9pm
FRIDAY 31 OCTOBER 

Cover image is a still from Eastern Winds
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SCREENING
ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER
11am-1pm

THE STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL : Om Amira, 
Patience, Their Feast 

Introductions by the directors and screenings 
Chaired by Marc Perkins, BBC Arabic Head of Documentaries

followed by an audience Q & A
Panel : Naji Ismael, director of Om Amira; Abdo Farag,  

director of Patience; and Reem Morsi, director of Their Feast 

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
ADMISSION FREE

www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

Om Amira, also known  
as the ‘Potato Lady’, sells  

sandwiches through the night  
to make ends meet for  

her family and  
ill daughter.
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VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA

SCREENING

Om Amira, also known  
as the ‘Potato Lady’, sells  

sandwiches through the night  
to make ends meet for  

her family and  
ill daughter.

Naji Ismail is a filmmaker from  
north Egypt. He graduated  

from the High Cinema Institute,  
Giza, Egypt in 2005  

with a degree in directing.  
Since then he has taken part in  
a number of writing, producing  

and documentary workshops.  
In December 2012, Naji  

founded and launched his own  
production company Rahala. 

Naji ISMAIL

Om Amira (Amira’s Mother) lives on a  
Cairo rooftop with her husband Gamal 
and her two daughters. One of her  
daughters suffers from heart disease. With 
her husband unable to work Om Amira is 
left with no option but to be the sole  
family breadwinner. This she does by  
selling homemade fried potato sandwiches 
on her local street which has earned her 
the nickname - the ‘Potato Lady’.  Every 
night, from dusk through to dawn,  
Om Amira prepares, cooks and sells her 
famous sandwiches. Filmmaker Naji Ismail 
relays her story of strength and faith 
through a realistic  yet heart-warming lens.

OM AMIRADocumentary

THE STRUGGLE FOR  
SURVIVAL
 

11am -1pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER 
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SCREENING

Abdo Farag is a journalist and  
documentary filmmaker. He has 

directed numerous  
documentaries focusing  

on community and  
humanitarian issues.  His films  

have been shown at many  
documentary festivals around  

Egypt.  He is a graduate of the  
Faculty of Media at Al-Azhar  

University, Cairo where he  
trained in the field of  

investigative journalism.

This film documents the day-to-day life of 
Saber - an Egyptian citizen who is one of 
Cairo’s unofficial garbage collectors. In 
central Cairo this growing community  
collect and deliver garbage for a living. 
The film follows 56-year-old Saber and his 
youngest son, who spends his days with his 
father surrounded by  disease threatening 
waste. Audiences are given an insight into 
Saber and his wife Fathia’s dreams and 
accomplishments whilst also being made 
aware of the extreme lack of support  
offered to them from the government. 
Besides looking at issues of intense  
poverty in Cairo society, Patience questions 
the absence of an adequate educational 
and medical system and what that means 
for individuals such as Saber and  
his family.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

PATIENCE
FARAGAbdo

Citizen Journalism

THE STRUGGLE FOR  
SURVIVAL
 

11am – 1pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER Patience documents the  

day-to-day life of Saber,  
an Egyptian citizen, who is one  
of Cairo’s growing number of  
unofficial garbage collectors.  



VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
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SCREENING

PATIENCE Citizen Journalism

Reem Morsi is a filmmaker based  
in Vancouver, Canada. She holds  

an MA in Filmmaking from the 
London Film School. In 2011 she 
received an award at the Gene 

Screen British Columbia Film  
Competition for her film Birth.  

Reem also holds a Master’s  
degree in Law and has worked  

with the UN in Kosovo, Syria, the 
Sudan, Egypt and Thailand.

During Egypt’s 2011 revolution, many  
prisoners who had been taken to jail  
with no charges were suddenly released.  
Their Feast tells the story of one such  
prisoner’s return home and the immediate 
response of his family.Worn down by 
poverty and raising three young children, 
Amaal is elated by the news that her  
eldest son Ahmed has been freed.  
Attempting to put together the perfect 
meal for his homecoming, she faces  
exploitation by her employer  
while her young son steals a pigeon to  
appease her. Their Feast reflects a new, 
post-revolution Egypt which asks  
whether the revolution came too late.  
The film takes place at the tail end of a 
dim past, anticipating a future  
yet to be seen. 

THEIR FEAST
Reem MORSI

Short Film

THE STRUGGLE FOR  
SURVIVAL
 

11am -1pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER Their Feast tells the story  

of a prisoner’s return home,  
asking whether the Egyptian  

revolution came too late. 
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SCREENING
ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

The Shebabs of Yarmouk follows  
a group of close friends in the  
disorienting time leading up to  

the Syrian uprising.

SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER
2-4pm

STORYTELLING FROM SYRIA : The Shebabs of Yarmouk and 
A Farewell to Damascus

Introductions by the directors and screenings  
followed by a panel discussion

Panel Chair:  Robin Yassin-Kassab, author and journalist  
Panel: Axel Salvatori-Sinz, Director of The Shebabs of Yarmouk;  

Diana El-Jeiroudi and Orwa Nyrabia, Syrian filmmakers and  
co-founders of Dox Box and ProAction Films

 
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA

ADMISSION FREE
www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb
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VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA

SCREENING

Axel Salvatori-Sinz was born in 
1982 and grew up in the  

suburbs of Lyon, France. With a  
background in Anthropology  

focusing on Arabic and Muslim  
societies, he holds two Masters  

Degrees in documentary  
filmmaking. Axel made several 

films on commission for the  
French Embassy in Salvador.  

The Shebabs of Yarmouk is  
his first feature-length  

documentary.

The Shebabs, a tight group of boys and 
girls, live in the Palestinian refugee camp 
of Yarmouk in Damascus, Syria. Friends 
since they were teens, their approach to 
adulthood brings them face-to-face with 
complex decisions about their relationships 
and their lives. As their need for freedom 
clashes with their desire to stick together, 
the politics brewing around them make  
life even more difficult. This thoughtful 
documentary follows a group of youths in 
the disorienting time leading up to the  
Syrian uprising. The Shebabs of Yarmouk 
has won several awards including the 
Regard Neuf for Best First Film at Visions 
du Réel 2013 and the RTP Award for Best 
Researche Film at Doclisboa 2013.

STORYTELLING FROM  
SYRIA

 
2-4pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER

AxelSALVATORI-SINZ

THE SHEBABS OF
YARMOUKDocumentary

The Shebabs of Yarmouk follows  
a group of close friends in the  
disorienting time leading up to  

the Syrian uprising.
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SCREENING

Azza Al-Hamwi is an  
illustrator and fine artist.  

Her work has been exhibited in 
many exhibitions and won her  

several awards.  
This is her first film.

Syrian actress, artist and activist, May 
Skaf, has been detained a number of 
times due to her outspoken stance against 
Bashar Al-Assad’s regime. Her views, which 
she has shared publicly both on the street 
and via social media, have often forced 
her to take shelter from the  authorities - 
often without electricity and water. But her 
vocal position persisted. In this short film, 
first time director Azza Al-Hamwi allows 
May to speak directly about her  
circumstances, her fears and most  
particularly, her feelings about leaving  
her home city in the midst of a revolution.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

FAREWELL TO
DAMASCUS

AL-HAMWIAzza
Citizen Journalism

STORYTELLING FROM  
SYRIA 

2-4pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER Syrian actress and activist  

May Skaf discusses her feelings  
about leaving her home city  
in the midst of a revolution.



VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA

SCREENING

FAREWELL TO
DAMASCUSCitizen Journalism

SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER
7-9pm

SHORT FILMS FROM THE NEW ARAB WORLD : Xenos, Girl, 
The Dark Outside, Though I Know the River is Dry, Transit Game

Introductions by the directors and screenings followed  
by an audience Q and A 

 Panel Chair: David Batty, News Editor and Reporter, The Guardian
Panel: Sondos Shabayek, director of Girl; Darin Sallam,  

director of The Dark Outside; Omar Robert Hamilton,  
director of Though I Know the River is Dry; Anna Fahr,  

director of Transit Game

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
ADMISSION FREE 

www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

15
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SCREENING

Mahdi Fleifel is a Palestinian  
filmmaker. His recent feature 

documentary,  A World Not Ours 
(2012), won multiple awards  

including the Abu Dhabi, Berlin  
and Edinburgh Film Festivals.  

His next feature, Men In the Sun, 
based on the themes and  

characters encountered while  
making Xenos (2014)  is  

currently in development  
as part of the  

New Danish Screen scheme.

(Greek: ξένος, xénos) stranger, enemy, 
alien. In 2010, Abu Eyad and other young 
Palestinian men from the Ain El-Helweh 
refugee camp in Lebanon travelled with 
smugglers through Syria and Turkey into 
Greece. Like so many other migrants, they 
came looking for a way into Europe but 
found themselves trapped in a country 
undergoing economic, political and social 
collapse. Xenos is a short film blending 
footage shot on visits to Athens in 2011 
with phone conversations recorded during 
Abu Eyad’s time there. It tells of his  
day-to-day struggle for survival and 
enduring sense of exile in a land of hope 
that has become a nightmare. 

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

XENOS
FLEIFELMahdi

Short Film

SHORT FILMS FROM THE  
NEW ARAB WORLD
 

7-9pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER Xenos is a short documentary  

about the day-to-day struggle  
for survival and enduring sense  

of exile suffered by a group  
of young Palestinians. 



VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
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SCREENING

XENOSShort Film

Sondos Shabayek is a writer,  
storyteller and theatre director 

based in Cairo. In 2009, she  
directed the women’s performance 

The BuSSy Project. She later went 
on to direct the acclaimed 2011 
Tahrir Monologues, conveying a  

series of stories from the  
revolution. Her two short  

self-portrait videos, Oh Fear  
and I Am Not My Veil  

preceded Girl, her first  
short film.

Ever since the 2011 revolution in Egypt, 
dozens of women have come forward 
about their experience with sexual  
harassment on the streets. Since then, a 
number of individuals and organisations 
have begun to monitor and help  
combat the situation. In this short film,  
Sondos Shabayek offers an animated  
reflection on how she believes Cairo  
society perceives women. In her  
signature style, Sondos uses a variety of 
characters and expressions to  
light-heartedly explore this serious issue. 
The audience is taken on a girl’s  
experience walking down a  
street simultaneously sharing her  
journey and her responses. 

GIRL
SondosSHABAYEK

Short Film

SHORT FILMS FROM  
THE NEW ARAB WORLD
 

7-9pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER Girl is a light-hearted  

reflection on how Cairo society  
perceives women.
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SCREENING

Darin Sallam is a Jordanian  
filmmaker. Sallam has made  

four short films between  
2009 and 2012 and has won  
several awards including the  

MBC Group’s International  
Competition, the Digicon  

Competition for Short Films  
in Japan and the European Film 

Festival in Jordan. She is  
currently working on her first  

feature narrative film project.

Twelve-year-old Nina lives in a strict and 
obstinate society. Her greatest fear in life 
is darkness. At school one day, she goes 
through a series of events which make her 
realise that real darkness is more than the 
absence of light. Made in 2012, this short 
film looks at friendship and imagination as 
sources of radiance. The Dark Outside was 
selected by the Short Film Corner of the 
2013 International Cannes Film Festival. It 
has also won several awards including;  
Best Short Narrative Film at the 2012 
Franco Arab Film Festival in Jordan and 
1st prize at the Women Issuescategory at 
the 2012 Pentedattilo Film Festival in Italy.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

THE DARK OUTSIDE
SALLAMDarin

Short Film

SHORT FILMS FROM  
THE NEW ARAB WORLD

 
7-9pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER The Dark Outside looks  

at friendship and imagination  
as sources of radiance.



VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA

SCREENING

THE DARK OUTSIDE
Short Film

Omar Robert Hamilton is an  
independent filmmaker, a   
producer of the Palestine  
Festival of Literature and  

a founding member of Cairo’s 
Mosireen Media Collective.  

His films have appeared on the 
BBC, Al-Jazeera and several  
domestic Egyptian channels.  

His writings and photography  
have appeared in  

the Guardian, the Economist,  
the BBC and the Big Issue.

Director Omar Robert Hamilton’s third 
short film imagines one man’s choice  
between leaving for his child’s future or  
staying because of his brother’s past.  
Having returned to Palestine, he relives  
the choices that sent him to America and 
the forces of history that have now  
driven him back home.  
Though I Know the River is Dry  
premiered in competition at Rotterdam 
where it won the Prix UIP and was  
nominated for Best Short Film at  
the 2013 European Film Awards. It won 
Best Arab Short at the Abu Dhabi Film 
Festival in the same year.

THOUGH I KNOW 
THE RIVER IS DRY

Omar Robert HAMILTON
Short Film

SHORT FILMS FROM  
THE NEW ARAB WORLD
 

7-9pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER Though I Know the River is Dry  

imagines one man’s choice between  
leaving Palestine for his child’s  
future and staying because of  

his brother’s past.

19
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SCREENING

Anna Fahr is an  
Iranian-Canadian filmmaker  

based in Beirut. Her 2006  
documentary Khaneh Ma:  

These Places We Call Home 
screened at international  

festivals and was theatrically  
released in Montreal. Anna  

holds a BFA in Filmmaking from 
Concordia University, Quebec  

and an MA in Film and Middle 
Eastern Studies from  
New York University.

In the northern mountains of Lebanon, a 
brief encounter provides a glimpse into the 
commonality of ongoing refugee  
experiences. Two eleven-year-olds, Saad 
and Nada, spend their days peddling  
newspapers to drivers who pass by.  
Meanwhile, approaching in his car,  
Mohammad runs out of gas. As Saad 
offers to walk him to a nearby service 
station, they learn a bit more about each 
other: Mohammad’s escape from Syria  
and Saad and Nada’s exile from Palestine. 
Their encounter on this empty road brings 
to the surface the shared complexities they 
face as refugees with a fear for families’ 
safety, no base to return to and no country 
to call home.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

TRANSIT GAME
FAHRAnna

Short Film

SHORT FILMS FROM  
THE NEW ARAB WORLD 

7-9pm
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER In the northern mountains of  

Lebanon,a brief encounter  
provides a glimpse into the  

commonality of ongoing  
refugee experiences.

11am-1pm

A SENSE OF CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY : 475, DR QASEM, WOUND
Introductions by the directors and screenings  

followed by a panel discussion
Panel Chair: Ian Black, Middle East Editor,  

The Guardian Panel: Wael Kadlo,  
Director, Wound; Joanne Cecil, Barrister,  

Garden Court Chambers;  
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VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA

SCREENING

TRANSIT GAMEShort Film

SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER
11am-1pm

A SENSE OF CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY : 475, DR QASEM, WOUND
Introductions by the directors and screenings  

followed by a panel discussion
Panel Chair: Ian Black, Middle East Editor,  

The Guardian Panel: Wael Kadlo,  
Director, Wound; Joanne Cecil, Barrister,  

Garden Court Chambers;  

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
ADMISSION FREE 

www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb
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SCREENING

Nadir Bouhmouch is an award-
winning Moroccan filmmaker  

and activist. His first film,  
My Makhzen and Me (2012),  

documented the pro-democracy 
February 20th Movement,  
in which he was an active  

participant. With group of  
filmmakers, Bouhmouch leads a 

campaign against film  
regulation and censorship  

in his home country.

In March 2012, Amina Filali, a 16-year 
old Moroccan girl, accused a young man in 
her village of rape. Authorities in Morocco 
failed to investigate Filali’s accusations 
leading her to be married to her perpe-
trator due to a citation from article 475. 
This particular citation dismisses a rapist of 
his charges if he marries his victim. A year 
later, Amina swallowed rat poison and 
walked into the village market where she 
died. Her case and ensuing death  
dominated Moroccan and international 
media. Through this story, 475 explores the 
legal, political, religious and social issues 
that plague Moroccan women, chipping 
away at the facade of equality that  
disguises a deep-seated  
patriarchal system.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

475
BOUHMOUCHNadir

Documentary

A SENSE OF  
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
 

11am – 1pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER Based on the 2012 case of  

Amina Filali, this documentary  
investigates article 475 of the  
Moroccan penal code, which  

dismisses a rapist of his charges  
if he marries his victim.
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SCREENING

Documentary

Amal Salloum is a Syrian citizen 
journalist who has made  

a number of TV reports about  
the ongoing revolution there. 

This short citizen report is a portrait of 
a man working at the height of political 
upheaval in rural Homs. For the last two 
years, Dr. Qasem Al-Zein  took the  
responsibility of clandestinely treating  
the wounded: first in his city of  
Al-Qusair’s field hospital, and then by  
coordinating medical assistance in  
improvised settings. In the midst of the 
ongoing turbulence, far from the mass  
media’s focus on spectacular incidents,  
he supported the people on the streets  
by providing care they could not get  
elsewhere. By June 2013, he was  
forced to flee himself, but not without  
arranging for the wounded to also  
be helped.

DR QASEM
Amal SALLOUM

Citizen Journalism

A SENSE OF  
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
 

11am -1pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER Dr. Qasem is a portrait of  

a medical doctor who,  
between 2011 and 2013,  

worked clandestinely to help the  
wounded in Homs.
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Wael Kadlo is an aspiring  
documentary maker. He worked   
as a director’s assistant on the  

feature length documentary  
Butterflies Roaming Around the 

Light.  Between 2012 and 2013  
he directed two of his own short 
films, Wound and Exciting Day.  

He is currently working on his  
own feature length  

documentary, Home’s Road.

Wound presents a personal yet politically 
relevant testimony of an intensive care 
nurse working in Damascus at the  
beginning of the uprising. Working with 
a group of medics alongside activists, she 
makes her way into fighting zones to  
stealthily help the wounded. Her taxing 
daily experience merges psychological 
trauma, physical danger and political 
determination towards a people’s Syria. 
Despite the fears and horrors she faces 
on a daily basis, in this short film, director 
Wael Kadlo relays this nurse’s emotional 
resolve and her unyielding strength to use 
her skill to help her countrymen.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

WOUND
KADLOWael

Citizen Journalism

A SENSE OF  
CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 

11am-1pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER Wound presents a personal yet  

politically relevant testimony  
of an intensive care nurse  

working in Damascus at  
the beginning of the uprising.
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SCREENING

WOUNDCitizen Journalism

SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER
2-4.30pm

WOMEN’S OPTIMISM IN THE FACE OF OPPRESSION : 
Just to Let You Know That I’m Alive and Horizon

Screening followed by a panel discussion
Panel Chair: Sara Ishaq, Film Director and Producer

Panel: Emanuela Zuccala and Simona Ghizzoni, Directors of  
Just to Let You Know that I’m Alive; Zain Duraie, director of Horizon  

and Nadje AlAli, Professor of Gender Studies,  
School of Oriental and African Studies  

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
ADMISSION FREE 

www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb
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SCREENING

Emanuela Zuccala is an Italian  
journalist, writer and filmmaker  

with a focus on human rights and  
women’s issues. She is the recipient  

of several awards, including the  
European Parliament Journalism  

Prize, the EU’s ‘For Diversity.  
Against Discrimination’ prize and  

the Reporters without  
Borders Press Freedom Award.

Simona Ghizzoni is an Italian  
photographer and filmmaker  who  
focuses on women’s conditions. She  
has been awarded several prizes  

included the World Press Photo  
award and the PhotoEspana  

Ojodepez Award for  
Human Values.

During the war between the Sahrawi  
resistance and Moroccan troops  
(1975 – 1991), the Moroccan government 
built a 2,700km wall through the Western 
Sahara. Since then, the Sahrawi people 
have been living divided between the 
Western Sahara and refugee camps in 
Algeria. Just to Let you Know That I’m Alive 
gives voice to 12 Sahrawi women who 
were victims of violence in both these  
locations. The film reconstructs the story of 
the Sahrawi people through their  
testimonies, diaries and old photographs, 
creating an intimate and dignified 
historical perspective.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

JUST TO LET YOU  
KNOW THAT I’M ALIVE

ZUCCALA and  
              Simona GHIZZONI

Emanuela
Documentary

WOMEN’S OPTIMISM   
IN THE FACE OF  
OPPRESSION  

 

 

2-4.30pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER Just to Let You Know That I’m Alive  

gives voice to 12 Sahrawi  
women who were victims of  

violence over the 40 years of  
Western Sahara’s resistance. 



VENUE
BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
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SCREENING

JUST TO LET YOU  
KNOW THAT I’M ALIVE

Documentary

WOMEN’S OPTIMISM   
IN THE FACE OF  
OPPRESSION  

 

 

Zain Duraie is an independent  
writer and director based in  

Amman, Jordan. She gained her  
diploma from the Toronto Film 
School in 2009. Zain received 

further training at Philistine Films 
working with acclaimed director 

Annemarie Jacir and producer  
Ossama Bawardi on the 2012  
feature film When I Saw You.  

Horizon is Zain’s debut film.

Horizon is a dramatic short film about 
Faten, a mother, wife and homemaker. 
A troubled yet inspired soul, she feels 
trapped in her listless routine of  
household chores. When her  
overworked, poverty stricken husband 
Mohammad announces he will take their 
children out of school to help him  
earn a living, Faten refuses to allow him. 
The combination of her own illiteracy  
and his feelings of emasculation  
become the hurdles that she must  
overcome to protect her children from a 
future similar to her own.

HORIZON
ZainDURAIE

Short Film

2-4.30pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER 

Horizon is a short film about one  
woman’s resilience to overcome  

social and personal hurdles.
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Ten Years of My Life hears the  
voices of a diverse group of  
Iraqi women who witnessed  

the 2003 downfall  
of Saddam’s regime.

SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER
7-9pm

STORIES FROM IRAQ :  
Ten Years of My Life, War Canister and Children of God

Introductions by the directors and screenings 
followed by an audience Q&A

Panel: Khalid AlZhraou, director of Ten Years of My Life  
and Yahya Al-Allaq, director of War Canister

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
ADMISSION FREE

www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb
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SCREENING

Khalid Alzhraou is an  
independent filmmaker. Having 
studied film in the Netherlands, 
today he produces and directs  

documentaries for satellite  
TV stations. He has made a  

number of films including  
The Victims (2008) and Tonight, 

Next Week (2010). Ten Years  
of My Life is his latest  

full length film.

Ten Years of My Life records the voices of 
seven Iraqi women from different  
ethnicities and age groups who witnessed 
the 2003 downfall the Saddam regime. 
A decade after seeing the collapse of 
their government, the women remember 
the events - some having experienced it 
from inside Iraq, others while in exile. They 
question the occupation, the loss and their 
role as Iraqis. The changes in their lives 
after experiencing abuse, deportation and 
kidnapping also surface. The film presents 
how these women have been able to  
survive despite daily threats to their lives.

STORIES FROM IRAQ
 

7 – 9pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER 

KhalidALZHRAOU

TEN YEARS OF
MY LIFEDocumentary

Ten Years of My Life hears the  
voices of a diverse group of  
Iraqi women who witnessed  

the 2003 downfall  
of Saddam’s regime.
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Yahya Al-Allaq is a Baghdad 
based filmmaker. He has  

worked as first Assistant Director  
on feature films Ahlaam (2003),  

Son of Babylon (2010)  
and Iraq: War, God,  

Love & Madness (2011).  
His own short film COLA won 
prizes at Beirut International  

Film Festival and the Gulf Film 
Festival in 2011. War Canister  

is his most recent film.

In 2010, as American troops announce that 
they are  leaving Iraq, the people of the 
country are struggling to make ends meet. 
A young deaf boy from Baghdad is forced 
to travel to far- off places to get fuel for 
his family. His eventful bus ride threatens 
the petrol  he must take to his family.  
But just as others he meets have the  
humanity to help him, he is also able to 
help others. Cast entirely by children from 
the Baghdad orphanage, Iraq Safe House, 
War Canister was made as part of the 
Young Filmmakers Workshop introducing a 
new generation of cinema artists in Iraq.

ADMISSION FREE www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb

WAR CANISTER
AL-ALLAQYahya

Short Film

STORIES FROM IRAQ

 
7-9pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER A young, deaf boy is forced  

to travel to get fuel to  
support his family.
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SCREENING

WAR CANISTER

STORIES FROM IRAQ

 
7-9pm
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER 

Ahmed Al-Daradji was born in 
Baghdad, Iraq in 1986. He  
started working on film as a  
location sound engineer and  

production assistant. Al-Daradji 
has worked on features  

including Ahlaam (2003) and  
Son of Babylon (2010).  

In that time he also wrote and  
directed a number of his own short 

films. Currently, Al-Daradji is a 
freelance filmmaker  

based in London.

A young amputee bets his prized  
possessions - a series of football  
posters - that the girls’ team will win a 
football match. He hopes his gesture will 
gain the attention of his crush, their  
goalkeeper. This short film, telling a story  
of endurance and puppy love in  
post-war Iraq, was made as part of a 
young filmmakers’ workshop. Casting  
children from the Baghdad orphanage,  
Iraq Safe House, this story explores  
issues faced by young people in war  
while introducing a new generation of  
filmmakers. Children of God won the  
Muhr Arab Short category and the  
FIPRESCI Award for best Arab Short Film  
at its premiere at the 2013 Dubai  
International Film Festival.

CHILDREN OF GOD
AhmedAL-DARADJI

Short Film

A young amputee bets his prized  
possessions - a series of football  

posters - that a girls’ football team  
will win a match, in an attempt to  

gain the affections of his crush,  
their goalkeeper.
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In Eyes of the Revolution we  
hear the stories of fear and  

persistence of people who got  
as close to events as they could,  

recording them as they  
were happening.

MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER 
2.30-3pm

Eyes of The Revolution
Introduction by the director and screening 

Host: Marc Perkins, BBC Arabic Head of Documentaries

Eyes of  the Revolution is part of  a special day of  workshops  
focusing on citizen media.  

Please check the website for information and registration details.

BBC Radio Theatre, Broadcasting House, Portland Place, London W1A 1AA
ADMISSION FREE

www.bbcarabic.com/aankorb
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Ahmed El-Sheikh is an Egyptian 
journalist and activist. As a  

participant in the January 25 
revolution he used his mobile  
phone to document the police  

brutality he was witnessing first 
hand, ultimately losing an eye  

in Cairo’s ‘Friday of Rage’.  
Today, Ahmed is an assistant  
war correspondent reporting  

from Syria.

In 2011, youths demonstrating on the street 
were widely equipped with cameras and 
recording devices, documenting events, 
clashes and protests. Journalists and  
photographers, trained and un-trained, 
risked their lives and freedom to convey 
the truth about the events surrounding 
them. Facing injury and arrest, they were 
determined in their mission. As a citizen 
journalist himself, Ahmed El-Sheikh turned 
the cameras on the individuals who  
decided to take the role of being the eyes 
and ears of an ongoing uprising.  
In Eyes of the Revolution we hear the stories 
of fear and persistence from the people 
who experience the uprising first hand and 
dared to record events as they happened.

SCREENING
 

2.30-3pm
MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER

AhmedEL-SHEIKH

EYES OF THE
REVOLUTIONCitizen Journalism

In Eyes of the Revolution we  
hear the stories of fear and  

persistence of people who got  
as close to events as they could,  

recording them as they  
were happening.
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CLOSING AWARDS CEREMONY

MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER

7-9pm ADMISSION FREE

BBC Arabic and the British Council will announce the overall winners of the first  
Aan Korb Film and Documentary Festival.

Limited Public availability: tickets available by registering through  
aan.korb@bbc.co.uk

The Master of Ceremonies is Jeremy Hardy , a well-known comedian who  
appears regularly on BBC Radio 4’s Jeremy Hardy Speaks to the Nation,  
The News Quiz and I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue – of which he is also part  
of the live touring version. His notable television appearances include,  
Now Something Else with Rory Bremner, Saturday Live and Blackadder Goes Forth   
He has penned columns for The Guardian and Red Pepper and also has  
written three books: When Did You Last See Your Father, a spoof childcare guide;  
Jeremy Hardy Speaks to the Nation, based on the radio series; and  
My Family and Other Strangers, an examination of his own ancestry.
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AAN KORB : ABOUT US
The Aan Korb Film and Documentary Festival is a joint partnership 
between the BBC Arabic Service and the British Council.

The festival has been set up and managed by a steering committee 
comprising members of both BBC Arabic and the British Council.
Steering Committee Members 
Mohammed-Ali Abunajela, BBC Arabic Communications Advisor; 
Mona Deeley, Producer, BBC World Service;  
Sam Farah, Programmes Editor, BBC Arabic;  
Alex Fleming, Communications, British Council;  
Louay Ismail, Deputy Programmes Editor, BBC Arabic;  
Muhammad Karim, Marketing Manager, MENA, BBC World Service;   
Paul Maloney, Communications, British Council; Emanuele Pasquale,  
Production Executive, Near East Unit, BBC Arabic;   
Marc Perkins, Editor, Documentaries, BBC Arabic;  
Mohammed Abdul Qader, Social Media Editor, BBC Arabic;  
Rachel Robey, Film Programme Manager, British Council.  

Festival Director: Sue Davies
Festival Managers: Nadia Beginin and Sheyma Buali
Festival  Co-ordinator: Veronika Cseh-Nemeth 
 

Judging Panels 
Short Films  
Panel Chair: Liliane Landor, Controller, Languages, Global News.
Panel Members: Kaleem Aftab, Film Correspondent; Briony Hanson,  
Director of Film, British Council; Sara Ishaq, Director; Rose Issa,  
Curator, Writer, Publisher. 
Documentaries and Citizen Journalism
Panel Chair: Tom Giles, Editor, BBC Panorama.
Panel Members: Hussain Currimbhoy, Director of Programming,  

 
 ;seiratnemucoD fo daeH cibarA CBB ,snikreP craM  ;naidrauG ehT  

Ahdaf Soueif, Writer, Political and Cultural Commentator.
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