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Chairman and Director's Report – Helen Kellie and Amy Coyte

We immediately put in place an open and transparent grant making system. We set clear criteria for

applications and invited UK registered charities (working both here and internationally) with a wildlife

conservation remit to apply for funding. Our grant making system was enhanced by the Grant

Advisory Group, a unique group of programme makers and wildlife specialists who advised the

board of trustees. We also had a bank of volunteer wildlife specialists who assisted in the

assessment of grant applications. This wonderful offer of good will helped to ensure we were able to

continue to offer the ‘golden pound pledge’ – every pound donated goes directly to vital conservation

projects. 

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

The trustees present their report and the audited financial statements for the year ended 31 March

2011.

Report of the trustees

Reference and administrative information set out on page 1 forms part of this report. The financial

statements comply with current statutory requirements, the memorandum and articles of association

and the Statement of Recommended Practice - Accounting and Reporting by Charities (SORP

2005).

One of the jewels in the BBC’s crown, the Natural History Unit (NHU) in Bristol founded the BBC

Wildlife Fund (BBCWF). After years of bringing the wonder and beauty of the natural world into our

living rooms whilst at the same time witnessing the dramatic declines in populations of species they

were filming, the NHU wanted to give something back.

Since the fund’s foundation, the BBC has broadcast two live appeals. The first, in 2007, followed

BBC One’s Saving Planet Earth series and raised £1.8 million; it was supported by celebrities

including Sir David Attenborough, Graham Norton and Edith Bowman and marked the beginning of a

groundbreaking initiative. 

In 2010 BBC Two commissioned a two-hour appeal programme. This time we adopted the Children 

In Need (CiN) and Comic Relief model with an appeal season encouraging wider BBC engagement

and community fundraising. Everyone was excited – and a little daunted – as Kate Humble launched

the Go Wild Season on the One Show in May 2010. BBC Radio 4, Radio 2, BBC learning, BBC

Online and BBC Worldwide joined in. Comparisons with Children in Need and Comic Relief were

inevitable and both were warm and generous reminding us of their own humble beginnings.

Tim Scoones (Wild Night In executive) and the NHU team pulled out all the stops. We were

delighted with the open minds and willingness to help throughout the BBC. Sir David Attenborough

introduced the programme, Kate Humble, Chris Packham and Martin Hughes-Games presented. A

range of celebrities supported the charity including Joanna Lumley, Bill Oddie, Steve Backshall and

many more.

The Springwatch team auctioned their sofa to start the wild auction; Nick Knowles threw in his hat

and the RSPB offered the rare chance to see Sea Eagles (a project supported by the BBCWF). The

list of generous donations inspired us. 

The Wild Night In raised £1.2 million. The number of viewers actively donating gave a 4.1%

conversion rate, well above Children in Need’s 2.2% in their previous appeal. And all against the

competition of a major world cup game with even our most loyal supporters channel hopping!
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

About the BBC Wildlife Fund

Our history

Public Benefit

The core purpose of the BBC Wildlife Fund is to raise awareness and funds to save threatened

wildlife and places.  

The Future

Thank you 

We would like to thank all those who have dedicated much time and expertise to help us raise the

£1.2 million this financial year and in turn disburse the donations to improve the plight of wildlife.

Many are mentioned throughout the report but we would particularly like to thank the celebrities and

volunteer assessors who all donated a great deal of time and expertise.  

The BBC Wildlife Fund (BBCWF) is a corporate BBC charity. It was set up in 2007 and works to

raise awareness and funds to help save threatened wildlife and places.

Reports from our projects regularly highlight the impact the donations have made. For example – the

last remaining 450 Amur tigers and 35 Amur leopards now have a chance as a result of the

BBCWF’s support – visit www.bbc.co.uk/wild for further information about all 87 projects funded. 

The BBCWF has supported both iconic popular species and less well known, equally threatened

ones.

At the time of writing this report we received the news that the BBC will ‘no longer support the

BBCWF’. As a result the board of trustees had no choice but to implement a wind down plan for the

charity. It is with great sadness that the trustees have had to make this decision for they agree the

potential of the charity to make a great and lasting difference to threatened wildlife throughout the

world is clear. The trustees will ensure that all the current obligations of the BBCWF will be met

during the wind down and the current grants will be monitored and evaluated. Our website will

feature updates of the projects so that audiences can follow how their donations are working to help

save threatened wildlife and habitats.

Many of us support wildlife conservation because we cannot envisage being without the natural

world. Imagine spring without the chance to hear a cuckoo – yet the UK has lost two thirds of its

cuckoos in the last 25 years. Audience donations to the BBCWF are enabling the British Trust for

Ornithology to track where cuckoos go when they leave our shores and so hopefully find out how to

address their decline.

 Did we make a difference? Most certainly. 

The variety of life on the planet is central to all our futures. One quarter of all the fish we eat depend

on coral reefs at some stage of their life cycle. But if the degradation of coral reefs continues at

current rates we will lose almost all of them over the next thirty years. (75% of coral reefs are under

threat right now.) The BBCWF is currently supporting a project run by the Marine Conservation

Society, in collaboration with local communities in Malaysia, using innovative techniques to restore

coral reefs whilst also tackling the causal issues of degradation. It is not all doom and gloom. There

is much hope.
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

Objectives and activities for public benefit

Objectives for 2010/11

The BBCWF’s small team worked to engage support both within the BBC and externally to build the

position of the 2010 ‘wild appeal season’. Resources were produced to support the ‘Go Wild’ appeal

including fundraising packs. Donation mechanisms were put in place to cover a wide range of

options –postal, online, phone and text donations. Call centres were recruited for the night of the live

broadcast. We would like to thank BT for providing our entire donation system. Also a thank you to

BT, the Environment Agency, Rural Payments Agency and Vertex for providing call centres.

The ‘Go Wild’ appeal was launched on BBC One 18
th

May 2010 on the One Show by Kate Humble

with an accompanying film of the BBCWF water vole project. Kate asked the audience to ‘Go Wild

for Money’ and invited people to request fundraising packs. Over 4,000 packs were requested, a

great response to a very new initiative. The fundraising packs featured ideas of how to raise money

for wildlife and included endorsements from celebrities many of whom outlined their most

memorable wildlife encounters.  

Wildlife is vanishing from our planet at an alarming rate - tigers, elephants and rhinos are just some

of the species on the verge of extinction. There are many more threatened species some of which

we are not even aware of. Our wildlife, whether it is the birds in our gardens, animals in the

countryside in which we walk, the wolves, bears and tigers in the world’s forests or the whales and

dolphins in our oceans – all have a place and contribute to our quality of life.

The BBCWF has the potential to make a huge difference to wildlife conservation.

Many understand that to be truly human is to value our natural world. Our world would be a truly

desolate place if there was no wildlife around us.

To build and position the 2010 ‘wild appeal season’ as a significant broadcast led event that

raises awareness and funds to help save threatened wildlife and places.  

The running costs of the charity are covered by investments, corporate support, other direct support

and Gift Aid reclaimed on donations.

Why save wildlife?

The natural world forms the very basis of our lives; biodiversity is life – it is the interdependent variety

of all living things. We are custodians of wildlife on this planet all of which has an intrinsic value -

whether it is the dung beetle or the panda.

What we do

Whilst there are several high profile household charitable conservation brands, the overwhelming

majority of organisations in the sector are grassroots and struggle to connect with potential donors.

Individual and corporate donors rarely have the time and expertise to identify and channel funding to

favoured causes. The BBCWF has started to play a vital role in bridging this gap. Consultation and

active engagement with the conservation sector is part of our DNA and we have become a trusted

partner in the sector. Audiences trust BBC broadcast appeals providing comfort and reassurance

that every pound donated will go to legitimate good causes. BBCWF builds on this tradition with

rigorous application assessments drawing on some of best conservation expertise in the UK.      
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

Andrew Jackson the Head of the Natural History Unit said

The Springwatch team presented the show and donations began to pour in. By the end of the show

the BBCWF had raised £1million. Donations continued to come in during the days following the ‘Wild

Night In’ bringing the figure up to £1.2 million by the end of the summer.

"Being on BBC Two differentiates ‘Wild Night In’ from the crowd 'Wild Night In' focuses on 

intelligent dialogue about conservation.The programmes showcase and celebrate the 

excellent conservation work being done which need help. This is a distinct concept, not 

asking for money to do the work but celebrating the great work that needs money.

'Wild Night In' puts the Why? How? Where? And what if? Before the, how much?”

Andrew Jackson Head of NHU

The ‘Wild Night In’ scored highly in audience appreciation and well above average for being ‘thought

provoking’ ‘inspiring’ and ‘learning something new’. 

Jemma Caldwell

London commuters found out about the BBCWF through films featured in the underground digital

space during May and June 2010. We would like to thank Transport for London and CBS Outdoors

for offering the space free and BBC Worldwide and Red Bee for providing the content.  

The week leading up to the live broadcast appeal saw Radio 4, Radio 2 and Radio 1 join in to

highlight the ‘Go Wild’ appeal. Simon Mayo, Jeremy Vine and Chris Evans featured the BBCWF

with Chris Peckham and Kate Humble working tirelessly, appearing on all shows whilst broadcasting

Springwatch every night. Springwatch launched a ‘Wild Auction’ starting off with auctioning their

sofa; we were inspired by all the ideas and offers.

To raise substantive funds from the 2010 appeal to help save threatened wildlife and places.

The ‘Wild Night In’ was broadcast on the 20
th

June; Sir David Attenborough introduced the

programme:

"The future is looking very difficult but something can be done and something must be done, and the 

time to do it is now” Sir David Attenborough

The BBCWF was delighted with the volunteer contribution – staff throughout the BBC volunteered at

events and provided great feedback.

“I have learnt more about the cause and realised that volunteering can be a fun and positive way to 

spend my time” 

The BBCWF partnered with BBC Learning to raise awareness of the ‘Go Wild’ appeal through

Springwatch ‘Wild Days Out’. There were13 events held throughout the UK, 4,000 fliers and 2,300

fundraising packs were picked up by the public at these events.
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

Audience feedback via facebook, email etc was wonderfully positive.  Here are just a few examples:

The BBCWF trustees and staff team worked to build on the success of the 2010 ‘Wild Appeal’. It

became clear that the BBC would not support another live broadcast appeal and so the BBCWF

investigated other options. These included a 2011 Wild Week and a new digital charity fundraising

model. However the BBC announced that it would ‘no longer support the BBCWF’. The BBC said

‘we are proud of the achievements in support of the Wildlife Fund. However, as with the many

difficult choices we currently face, we must focus our efforts in areas where we can have the most

impact. We have therefore regrettably concluded that we can no longer support fund raising

programming around our wildlife output but will instead focus our appeals around Children in Need,

Comic and Sport Relief’. 

In the absence of a broadcast appeal or BBC fundraising model it was not possible to build on the

2010 ‘Go Wild Season’. 

To continue to make a huge difference to wildlife through a robust, efficient grant making

strategy which capitalises on the unique nature of the BBCWF bringing together programme

makers and wildlife experts.

The BBCWF set up an open transparent grant making system to disburse the donations and to

make a clear difference for threatened wildlife and habitats. A Grants Advisory Group was set up to

advise the Board of Trustees, this built on the skills and experience available to the fund (Table 1

lists members). The group consisted of wildlife specialists and programme makers and provided an

excellent guide for this unique charity. All final decisions with regards to grant making were made by

the Board of Trustees. 

To build the reach and stature of the BBCWF through planning further appeals.

“I've only managed to afford to donate £10 but I just wanted to 
say a huge thank you for the many, many hours of joy you've 
given me during Spring Watch and Autumn Watch. Lots of luck 
for your fundraising efforts. I wish people would realise what a 
terrible world it would be without the nature that is around us, 
something so easy to enjoy by just stopping for a minute to 
watch and listen but most of us take for granted. I've never 
contacted a programme before, but again, really wanted to say 
"thank you and good luck".  

“Really loved the show this evening. 
So good to see how much is going on 
all over the world to help the species 
under threat. Superb presenters. 
Many thanks - I hope lots of money is 
raised to help these excellent 
causes.” 

“Dear Kate and team, in warm 
appreciation of your endeavours (I am 
in my 80’s and my daughters in their 
60’s) Come the day when we are up 
above, we will continue to send our 
support from our true dimension of 
Reality!” (Sent £1000) 

“My mother loves animals but has no idea why I am doing what 
I am doing with wildlife, she keeps keep asking me why I am not 
supporting cats and dogs. She loved the show last night and 
found it very interesting. She told me she now understands why 
we are doing what we are doing and that it is a very worthwhile 
endeavour. My mother finally "getting it" after me trying to 
explain to her for so long  is indicative of  the immeasurable 
benefit of the work you are doing.  
Keep on keepin on….” 
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

Grant Advisory Group –Table 1

Remaining Volunteer Assessors

CEO of the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

Science Advisor:

WWF UKMark is also one of our volunteer assessors

Mark Wright

Tim Scoones

Martin Spray

BBC

CEO of the People’s Trust for Endangered 

Species

Executive Editor:

BBC Natural History Unit

Executive Producer:

BBC Natural History Unit

Director of the BBC Wildlife Fund

Conservation Programmes Director:

Zoological Society of London

Director of the British Trust for Ornithology

Director of Conservation Science:

Flora and Fauna International

Zoological Society of London

Fiona Pitcher

Kate is also one of our volunteer assessors

Barrie Kelly

Alex Loughran

Series Producer:

BBC Entertainment & Events

Commissioning Editor of the One Show:

Editor of Radio:

BBC Natural History Unit

Head of Programme Policy Team:

Oxfam GB

Senior lecturer and course director at the 

School of Geography and the Environment, 

Oxford University

Senior Research Fellow:

Jonathan is also one of our volunteer assessors

Andy Clements

Abigail Entwistle

Abigail is also one of our volunteer assessors

Jill Nelson

Jill is also one of our volunteer assessors

Julian Hector

Steve Jennings

Mark Simmonds

Paul Racey

Amy Coyte  (Chair)

Jonathan Baillie

Vice-chairman of Fauna and Flora Int.

Co-founder of the Bat Conservation Trust

International Director of Science:

Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society

Baz Hughes

Steve is also one of our volunteer assessors

Paul Jepson

Kate Jones

Director of the Conservation and Natural Environment

programme:

Tubney Charitable Trust

Head of Species Conservation Dept:

Wildfowl and Wetland Trust

Principal Consultant:

Mammal-Ecology

Grants Manager:

The Rufford Foundation

Tony Mitchell Jones

Simon Mickleburgh

Nick Forster
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

A set of clear criteria and themes were outlined by the Board of Trustees. These were as follows:





























We welcome projects that demonstrate:













The themes were:

 Enabling Connectivity

 Oceans/Coasts

 Forests

 Urban Wildlife

Innovation through the use of new technologies and/or approaches to conservation delivery

The shared passion for wildlife of those involved

How the work/project will become sustainable in the long term

How the public's donation through the grant can make a difference to wildlife

The economic and social value of conservation

The BBCWF first asked for expressions of interest (EOI) from UK registered charities working both

here in the UK and Internationally. We received 187 EOI requesting a total of £5,931,682. We

assessed the applications against the criteria and then invited 74 projects to submit second stage

applications. Feedback from applicants was very positive and all appreciated a system which

enabled applicants to outline their projects without having to invest lots of time and resources at the

initial stage.

Provide plans for disseminating the knowledge and experience gained. This may include the

sharing of data

Provide evidence of sound financial management

Have identified the risks associated with the project and have developed a plan for appropriately

mitigating those risks

Present minimum risk to the BBC's public purposes.

Deliver timely reporting to the BBCWF in formats which can be used to communicate progress in

the broadcast media. Applicants can apply for media equipment or resources to provide this

feedback to the BBCWF - more details will follow at the second stage of application.

Measurable conservation benefit to more than one species

Reflect and respond to the current situation and impending changes affecting the natural

environment and the conservation of wildlife e.g. legislation, climate change, consumption

patterns

Take a holistic approach to nature conservation, for example, ecosystem / landscape scale

approaches

Proactively involve and benefit local communities and stakeholders where relevant

Work towards building consensus as to the most effective way forward where there is

human/animal conflict

Incorporate rigorous monitoring and evaluation to measure success against the proposed

objectives 

Demonstrate an effective track record of success together with plans for the future

The BBCWF supports UK registered charities that make measurable and significant

contributions to the conservation of threatened wildlife and places

Address a clear plight 

Seek to tackle causal issues
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

Grants Disbursed 2010/11

Location

UK London

Nigeria

UK and Africa

China

Uganda

Malaysia

UK

UK Essex

Kenya

Uganda, Rwanda, 

and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo

Cambodia

Kenya

Columbia

The Amazon of 

Colombia, Ecuador 

and Peru

Myanmar

Madagascar

We were supported by a volunteer bank of specialist assessors which enabled us to ensure all grant

applications were assessed rigorously.   

Projects Funded in 2011 –Table 2

The list of projects funded thus far is presented in table 2. A total of 37 projects, approximately 20%

of donations went to projects in the UK and 80% to projects abroad. A wide range of species and

habitats were supported ranging from the charismatic mega fauna such as rhinos, tigers and

mountain gorillas to less well known but equally threatened species such as spoon billed sandpiper,

the golden mantilla frog and crayfish, bechstein bats and fen raft spiders found here in the UK.

Funding 

agreed

Project name

TUSK TRUST

WWF-UK

WWF-UK

CEROPAN

Mpus Kutuk Community Wildlife

Conservancy: Securing a Critical Wildlife

Corridor in Northern Kenya

The South American River Dolphins: 

Saving the Spoon-billed Sandpiper

Saving the Madagascar Pochard
Wildfowl & Wetlands 

Trust (WWT)

Sustain

Reducing the Demand for Endangered and

Vulnerable Species in China

Organisation

Antiguan Racer Conservation Project:

Saving the “World’s Rarest Snake” and its

Coastal Ecosystem.

Conservation of Thames Seals

Protecting Mountain Gorillas through

Addressing Human-Gorilla Conflict and

Reducing Human Impact on Mountain

Gorilla Habitat.

Cambodian Crocodile Conservation

Programme - Ensuring the Future of the

Critically Endangered Siamese Crocodile in

the Wild

FFI

Building Resilience of Conservation

Landscapes in the Amazon Piedmont

Region of Colombia

FFI

Wildfowl & Wetlands 

Trust (WWT)

Sustainable Fish City

The Recovery of the Kibale / Queen

Elizabeth National Park (Dura) Corridor. 

Enhance the Protection of Four Community

Forests to Attract Large-scale Conservation

Investment

FFI

British Trust for 

Ornithology

The Marine Conservation 

Society

People's Trust for 

Endangered Species

Satellite Tracking Cuckoos

Protection and Regeneration of Coral Reefs

Threatened and Degraded by Destructive

Fishing.

Hedgehog Street

Uganda Conservation 

Foundation

WildAid

£60,000

£35,000

ZSL 

£19,084

£15,000

£30,000

£40,000

£59,446

£10,000

£23,223

£20,000

£25,000

£19,980

£40,000

£54,000

£30,000

£30,000
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Report of the trustees

Location

Pitcairn Overseas 

Territory- South 

Pacific

UK East Sussex

New Caledonia

Madagascar

Indonesia

UK

Sri Lanka

UK

UK Kent

Kenya

UK Plymouth

 UK Suffolk 

Tanzania

Portugal

Thailand

Dominican 

Republic and Haiti

UK Pan-London

UK

Brazil

India. Mongolia, 

and China

Russia

Saving the Henderson Crake

ZSL

Durrell Wildlife

Conservation Trust 

Whitley

Whitley

ZSL

London Wildlife Trust

Butterfly Conservation

RSPB

Save the Rhino

International 

Organisation

Waveney Fen Raft Spider Project Suffolk Wildlife Trust

Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative:

Pantanal Tapir Program

BirdLife International

FFI

Saving the Kagu and its Forest Habitat

in New Caledonia

Golden Frogs and Gold Deposits:

Dealing with Artisanal Mining in a

Malagasy Rainforest

The Conservation of the Endemic

Critically Endangered Sagalla Caecilian

through Catchment and Habitat

Restoration and Livelihood

Improvement of the Local Community

Mapping the Deep: Mapping the

Distribution of Sensitive Deep-sea

Habitats to Enable their Future

Protection through the Establishment of

Marine Protected Areas.

Kent Wildlife Trust

Habitat and Connectivity for Bechstein’s

Bat 

Staggering Gains

FFI

WildCRU

RSPB. 

ZSL

£40,000
Protecting Critically Endangered

Sumatran Rhinos and their Habitat

Expanding the Large Blue Butterfly

Landscape in the Polden Hills 

Re-establishing Ecological Corridors for

the Horton Plains Slender Loris

Crayfish in Crisis – SW England

Saving the Shining Ram’s-horn 

Buglife

Project name

Protecting Key Populations of the

Endangered Snow 

Bringing Back the Crane

Ruaha Carnivore Project: Mitigating

Human-carnivore Conflict in Tanzania's

Ruaha Landscape

Saving the World’s Rarest Cat

Elephant-Human Coexistence in

Salakpra Forest, Thailand

The Marine Biological

Association of the

United Kingdom 

£18,000

£10,000

£19,950

£25,000

£15,000

The Last Survivors

£32,303

£29,900

Funding 

agreed

£53,269

£39,964

£4,896

£13,799

£18,900

£57,166

£20,086

£16,000

£19,837

£10,000

£59,240

£60,000

£10,000Earmarked for a future Orang-utan project

Let's Save Russia's Tigers and

Leopards 

Whitley

Bat Conservation Trust

£60,000
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Report of the trustees

Recruitment and Appointment of New Trustees:

Financial Report (Acting Treasurer Andrew Sykes) 

The BBCWF was delighted to raise £1,263,955 during FY 2010/2011. We have now raised over £3

million for wildlife since our formation in 2007, a considerable achievement for such a new initiative.

We disbursed £1,144,043 in grants to help save threatened wildlife and habitats as listed in Table 2.

This leaves £99,912 in restricted funds from the ‘Go Wild’ appeal 2010 and £55,283 brought forward

from FY 2009 /2010 as a contingency fund. All restricted funds will be allocated to vital conservation

work both here in the UK and abroad.

 

Governance and Structure 

The charity is a company limited by guarantee and is governed by its Memorandum and Articles of

Association.

The BBCWF is currently working on a wind down plan for the fund, and the Board of Trustees will

ensure that all the fund’s obligations are met. The monitoring and evaluation of all current grants will

continue and the remaining restricted funds will be disbursed to help save threatened wildlife and

places.

We are pleased to have raised substantial donations to support the conservation of wildlife and to

have disbursed these donations efficiently and effectively at minimal cost. We thank all those who

donated their time and resources including all our volunteer assessors, Synchronicity Earth, BT and

all the call centres and BBC Worldwide (particularly Suki Rai and Cath Leech) for providing our

visual identity and producing design work at a moment’s notice. 

During the year we received £224,329 in gift aid, a £20,000 donation from Synchronicity Earth for

fundraising packs and £2,137 in interest. This income was allocated to the running costs of the

charity. Running costs included costs to generate funds and costs associated with grant making.

Both were kept at a minimum, and overall resources expended were £246,851. This expenditure

included £80,703 direct appeal costs for the charity and £131,928 staff costs for the year. 

The Trustees regularly review the composition of the Trustee Board and Trustees are appointed

where gaps have been identified on a competency and skills basis. Trustees are appointed for

periods of up to three years. No new Trustees were appointed during the 2010/2011 financial year.

However, there were some changes to the Trustee Board which are set out below. 

The Constitution provides that half of the Trustees are nominated by the BBC and half are elected by

the members of the BBC Wildlife Fund. At present the BBC is the sole member of the BBC Wildlife

Fund and so appoints all Trustees.

On appointment Trustees agree to be bound by a Code of Conduct. They receive an induction pack

and are invited to meet with the Chair and Director. These measures aim to ensure that all those

appointed have an appropriate working knowledge of the organisation and their responsibilities

before they begin work as Trustees.

11



BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees

Statement of responsibilities of the trustees











observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

The BBC Wildlife Fund was set up to protect endangered species around the world and in the UK,

identifying not only the most endangered animals on the planet but also those less well known

species for which there is little or no public profile.

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give

a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources

and application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for

that period.

In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are required to:

The Trustees are responsible for the charity's management of risk. The Trustees endeavour to

identify major risks to which the charity is exposed and to mitigate those risks as far as possible. The

Trustees maintain a risk register which is reviewed regularly and also have a Finance, Audit and

Risk Committee to advise the Trustee Board.

The BBC Wildlife Fund was set up by the British Broadcasting Corporation to distribute funds raised

first through Saving Planet Earth and then through Wild Night In . The BBC Wildlife Fund works

closely with the BBC, in particular the BBC's Natural History Unit. As well as producing content which

raises funds for the charity, the BBC supports the BBC Wildlife Fund in other ways, such as the

provision of office space and other services at no charge.

state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed, subject to any material

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and

prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume

that the charitable company will continue in operation.

The trustees (who are also directors of BBC Wildlife Fund for the purposes of company law)are

responsible for preparing the report of the trustees and the financial statements in accordance with

applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 

Our founding Trustee and Chairman Bernard Mercer resigned at the end of the 2010/2011 financial

year, having made an enormous contribution over the past four years. The Trustees were very sorry

to see Bernard leave, but he felt that the time was right to move on and to pass the chairmanship on.

The charity was delighted with the appointment of Helen Kellie, a Trustee since December 2009, as

the new Chair. She has brought great energy and passion for wildlife to the role. 
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BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Report of the trustees





Auditors 

there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company’s auditors are unaware;

andthe trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any

relevant audit information and to establish that the auditors are aware of that information.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and enable them to ensure that

the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for

safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the

prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

Chairman

Sayer Vincent were appointed as the charitable company's auditors during the year and have

expressed their willingness to continue in that capacity.

Approved by the trustees on 7 October 2011 and signed on their behalf by

Helen Kellie

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial

information included on the charitable company's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom

governing the preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in

other jurisdictions.

In so far as the trustees are aware:
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Independent auditors' report

To the members of

BBC Wildlife Fund







Opinion on financial statements

As explained more fully in the Statement of responsibilities of the trustees set out in the report of the

trustees, the trustees (who are also the directors of the charitable company for the purposes of

company law) are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied

that they give a true and fair view.

Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the financial statements in accordance with

applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). Those standards require us

to comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s Ethical Standards for Auditors.

Scope of the audit of the financial statements

have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

Opinion on other matter prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion the information given in the report of the trustees for the financial year for which the

financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements.

give a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company’s affairs as at 31 March 2011

and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and

expenditure, for the year then ended;

In our opinion the financial statements:

have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted

Accounting Practice; and

We have audited the financial statements of the BBC Wildlife Fund for the year ended 31 March

2011 which comprise the statement of financial activities, balance sheet, and the related notes. The

financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United

Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

This report is made solely to the charitable company's members, as a body, in accordance with

Chapter 3 of Part 16 of the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we

might state to the charitable company's members those matters we are required to state to them in

an auditors' report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept

or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charitable company and the charitable company's

members, as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditor

An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements

sufficient to give reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material

misstatement, whether caused by fraud or error. This includes an assessment of: whether the

accounting policies are appropriate to the charitable company’s circumstances and have been

consistently applied and adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of significant accounting

estimates made by the trustees; and the overall presentation of the financial statements. In addition,

we read all the financial and non-financial information in the report of the trustees to identify material

inconsistencies with the audited financial statements. If we become aware of any apparent material

misstatements or inconsistencies we consider the implications for our report.
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Independent auditors' report

To the members of

BBC Wildlife Fund









for and on behalf of Sayer Vincent, Statutory Auditors

adequate accounting records have not been kept; or
the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or

Sayer Vincent, 8 Angel Gate, City Road, LONDON EC1V 2SJ

certain disclosures of trustees’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or

we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

 

Pamela Craig (Senior statutory auditor) 

27 October 2011

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Companies Act 2006

requires us to report to you if, in our opinion:
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Statement of Financial Activities (incorporating an Income and Expenditure Account)

2011 2010

Restricted Unrestricted Total Total

Note £ £ £ £

Incoming resources

Donations received 1,263,955 224,329 1,488,284 7,564

Interest receivable 3 - 2,137 2,137 847

Total incoming resources 1,263,955 226,466 1,490,421 8,411

Resources expended

Costs of generating funds 20,000 60,703 80,703 -

Grant-making 4, 5 1,144,043 161,036 1,305,079 345,170

Governance costs 4, 6 - 5,112 5,112 2,167

Total resources expended 4 1,164,043 226,851 1,390,894 347,337

99,912 (385) 99,527 (338,926)

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 55,286 87,776 143,062 481,988

Total funds carried forward 155,198 87,391 242,589 143,062

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

All of the above results are derived from continuing activities. There were no other recognised gains or losses

other than those stated above. Movements in funds are disclosed in Note 16 to the financial statements.

Net incoming/(outgoing) resources for 

the year
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Balance sheet

2011 2010

Note £ £ £

Current assets

Debtors 12 120 877

Bank deposit account 576,008 373,871

Bank current accounts 185,329 2,582

761,457 377,330

Liabilities

Liabilities: amounts due within one year 13 308,868 24,268

Net current assets 452,589 353,062

Liabilities: amounts falling due after one year 14 (210,000) (210,000)

Net assets 242,589 143,062

The funds of the charity 15, 16

Restricted funds 155,198 55,286

Unrestricted funds

General funds 87,391 87,776

Total charity funds 242,589 143,062

Chairman

BBC Wildlife Fund (Limited by guarantee)

As at 31 March 2011

Approved by the trustees on 7 October 2011 and signed on their behalf by

Helen Kellie
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Notes to the financial statements

1. Accounting policies

a) Basis of accounting

b) Incoming resources

(i)

(ii)

c) Resources expended

d) Grants payable

e) Charitable activities

f) Support costs

g) Governance costs

h) Funds

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of the charitable

objectives of the BBC Wildlife Fund and have not been designated for other purposes. Restricted funds

are funds which were raised by the BBC's 2007 Saving Planet Earth series which are to be disbursed

to wildlife conservation projects working internationally and in the UK.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance

with applicable accounting standards and the Companies Act 2006. They follow the recommendations

in the Statement of Recommended Practice, Accounting and Reporting by Charities (SORP 2005).

All incoming resources are recognised where there is entitlement, certainty of receipt, and the amount

can be measured with sufficient reliability. The following specific policies are applied to particular

categories of income:

Voluntary income is received by way of donations and legacies and is included in full in the

statement of financial activities when receivable. All gift aid and interest receivable is treated as

unrestricted income.

Costs of charitable activities includes grants made and an apportionment of overhead and support

costs as shown in note 4.

Support costs have been allocated between charitable activity and governance. Support costs related

to charitable activity have been apportioned based on the individual number of grants made in

recognition of the administrative burden of awarding, monitoring, and assessing grants.

Governance costs comprise all costs involving the public accountability of the charity and its

compliance with regulation and good practice. These costs include costs related to the statutory audit

together with trustees' expenses and an apportionment of overhead and support costs.

Interest on government securities, dividends on equities and interest on bank deposits are

accounted for on an accruals basis.

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and, in accordance with the requirement of the

SORP, and has been classified under headings that aggregate all costs related to that category.

Grants payable are payments made in furtherance of the charitable objectives of the charity. Grants are

recognised upon an obligation being created in accordance with FRS 12, once approval has been

given by the trustees to pay grants and this intention has been conveyed to the recipient.
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Notes to the financial statements

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

2. Incoming resources

3. Investment income
2011 2010

£ £

Interest receivable 2,137 847

4. Resources expended

Grant funded Support costs costs

activity costs Total Total

(note 5) (see below) 2011 2010

£ £ £ £

Costs of generating funds - 80,703 80,703 -

Grant-making 1,144,043 161,036 1,305,079 345,170

Governance costs - 5,112 5,112 2,167

1,144,043 246,851 1,390,894 347,337

Support costs can be analysed as follows:

2011 2010

Total Total

costs costs

£ £

Staff costs (note 7) 131,928 116,792

Bank charges 74 39

Auditors' remuneration (note 8) 5,040 1,516

Trustees' expenses (note 8) 72 651

Website development costs 2,820 1,850

Other costs 106,917 13,238

246,851 134,086

The incoming resources are attributed to the principal activity which is the distribution of funds raised by

donations to help support projects protecting the world's endangered wildlife.
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Notes to the financial statements

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

5. Grants
2011 2010

£ £

Bat Conservation Trust 10,000 -

Birdlife International 10,000 -

British Trust for Ornithology 20,000 -

Buglife 53,269 -

Butterfly Conservation 13,799 -

CEROPAN 23,223 -

Cornwall Wildlife Trust - 10,000

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust 16,000 -

Fauna & Flora International ("FFI") 152,116 30,000

Hawk & Owl Trust - 5,000

Jane Goodall Institute UK - -

Kent Mammal Group - 10,000

Kent Wildlife Trust 39,964 -

London Wildlife Trust 19,837 -

Marine Biological Association of the UK 29,900 -

Marine Conservation Society 35,000 -

Mull & Iona Community Trust - 10,000

Orangutans 10,000 -

Peoples' Trust for Endangered Species 19,084 30,000

RSPB 19,896 19,765

Save the Rhino International 40,000 -

Suffolk Wildlife Trust 18,000 10,000

Sussex Wildlife Trust - -

Sustain 10,000 -

The Great Bustard Group - 10,000

Tusk Trust 54,000 -

Uganda Conservation Foundation 19,980 -

Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society - -

Whitley Fund for Nature 179,240 -

WildAid 25,000 -

WildCRU 18,900 -

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 119,446 -

Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs, Northants & Peterborough - -

Wildwood Trust - 9,997

Worcestershire Wildlife Trust - 8,533

WWF UK 70,000 -

Zoological Society of London ("ZSL") 117,389 59,956

1,144,043 213,251

6. Governance
2011 2010

£ £

Trustees' expenses 72 651

Auditors' remuneration (see note 8) 5,040 1,516

5,112 2,167
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Notes to the financial statements

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

7. Staff costs and numbers

Staff costs were as follows: 2011 2010

£ £

Salaries and wages 111,587 97,080

Social security costs 11,583 10,608

Pension contributions 8,758 9,104

131,928 116,792

Total emoluments paid to staff were: 120,345 106,184

One employee earned more than £60,000 during the year.

The average weekly number of employees (full-time equivalent) during the year was as follows:

2011 2010

No. No.

Support 2.75 2.5

8. Net outgoing resources for the year

This is stated after charging / crediting:

2011 2010

£ £

Auditors' remuneration:

 Audit fee - current 5,040 4,230

 Advisory - current - 805

 Advisory - prior year over-provision - (2,714)

Trustees' remuneration Nil Nil
Trustees' reimbursed expenses 72 215

9. Trustees' remuneration and reimbursed expenses

During the year one trustee (2010: two) was reimbursed for expenses for travel, subsistence and

entertaining, totalling £72 (2010: £215).

In addition to reimbursed expenses of £72 (2010: £215), Trustees' expenses include £nil paid by the

charity on behalf of the trustees (2010: £268 for a Trustees' dinner and £167 for catering for the

Trustees' away day.)

No trustees received any remuneration for services to the charity during the current year or previous

period.
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Notes to the financial statements

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

10. Related party transactions

11. Taxation

12. Debtors
2011 2010

£ £

Sundry debtors - 231

Gift aid receivable 120 646

120 877

13. Creditors: amounts falling due within one year
2011 2010

£ £

Grants approved but not paid 293,584 -

Trade creditors 9,294 19,173

Accruals and deferred income 5,990 5,095

308,868 24,268

Shyam Parekh is also a trustee of the RSPB. Grants paid to RSPB during the year amounted to

£19,896 (2010: £19,765).Shyam stepped out of trustee meetings when final recommendations with

regards to RSPB applications were made by the grant review group to the Board of Trustees.

Andrew Sykes became a trustee in July 2009. He is chairman of Fauna & Flora International. Grants

paid to Fauna & Flora International during the year amounted to £152,116 (2010: £30,000). Andrew

Sykes did not take part in the grant assessment process. Andrew stepped out of trustee meetings

when final recommendations with regards to FFI applications were made by the grant review group to

the Board of Trustees.

Georgina Domberger became a trustee in June 2008. In the year to 31 March 2011 she was an advisor

to BBC Wildlife Fund. She is director of Whitley Fund for Nature. Grants paid to Whitley Fund for

Nature during the year amounted to £179,240 (2010: nil). Georgina Domberger is a member of the

Grant Review Group. Georgina did not take part in assessment of Whitley Fund for Nature grant

applications or discussions pertaining to Whitley Fund for Nature grant applications. Georgina also

stepped out of the Grant Review Group meetings or Trustee meetings when Whitley Fund for Nature

applications were discussed.

The company is a registered charity under Section 505 of the Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988,

and no liability to corporation tax arose during the year.
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Notes to the financial statements

BBC Wildlife Fund

For the year ended 31 March 2011

14. Creditors: amounts falling due after one year
2011 2010

£ £

Loan from British Broadcasting Corporation 210,000 210,000

15. Analysis of net assets by fund
Total Total

Restricted Unrestricted funds funds

funds funds 2011 2010

£ £ £ £

Current assets 448,782 312,675 761,457 377,330

Current liabilities (293,584) (15,284) (308,868) (24,268)

Long term liabilities - (210,000) (210,000) (210,000)

155,198 87,391 242,589 143,062

16. Movements in funds

At the start of 

the year Transfers

At the end 

of the year

£ £ £ £ £

Restricted funds:

55,286 955 - - 56,241

- 1,240,250 (1,144,043) - 96,207

- 20,000 (20,000) - -

- 2,750 - - 2,750

55,286 1,263,955 (1,164,043) - 155,198

General funds 87,776 226,466 (226,851) - 87,391

143,062 1,490,421 (1,390,894) - 242,589

Purposes of restricted funds  

The principal activities in the year were to disburse the funds received through the 2010 appeal to

wildlife conservation projects working internationally and in the UK.

On 2 August 2007 the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) advanced to BBC Wildlife Fund a loan of

£210,000 to be applied in or towards the BBC Wildlife Fund's fundraising and related costs for the

BBC's Saving Planet Earth season during 2007.

The loan is unsecured interest free and repayable either six months from transmission of the last

programme in the BBC series of the summer of 2010 or by the date on which the BBC Wildlife Fund is

wound up, whichever is sooner, or such other date as the parties may agree.

The Vodafone restricted fund represents money received from Vodafone to fund a 'World of Difference'

grant.

Grants payable 2010

Incoming 

resources

Total funds

Total restricted 

funds

Outgoing 

resources

The agreement states that BBC Wildlife Fund shall be unconditionally released from its undertaking to

pay in the event that the BBC's Saving Planet Earth season raises less than the amount of the loan for

the BBC Wildlife Fund.

Fund raising pack

Vodafone

Grants payable 2009
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