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Report of the Trustees 
For the year ended 31 March 2009 
 
 
The Trustees present their report and audited financial statements for the year 
ended 31 March 2009, which have been prepared in accordance with the 
Companies Act 1985, Statement of Recommended Practice, Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities (SORP 2005), issued by the Charity Commission and 
applicable UK accounting standards. 
 
1. About us and our public benefit 
 
Our objects 
The BBC Wildlife Fund was set up in 2007 by the BBC to help protect 
endangered species around the world and in the UK, identifying not only the 
most endangered animals on the planet but also those less well known 
species for which there is little or no public profile.   
 
Our vision 
Our vision is simple. We aim to help the greatest number of endangered 
species around the world and the habitats on which they depend.  
 
What we do 
The BBC Wildlife Fund is a charitable organisation that raises funds from the 
public to help conserve and protect endangered species and the habitats on 
which they depend. We do this by funding UK charities working internationally 
and in the UK to protect wildlife. All the money we raise from the public goes 
directly to support wildlife charities∗.  
 
Another important aspect to our work is in our collaboration with the BBC and 
other partners to help educate and inform the public about the threats to 
endangered wildlife around the world and about what is being done and what 
needs to be done to conserve wildlife. The aim is to identify not only those 
charities working with the most endangered animals on the planet but also a 
whole range of international work for less well known endangered animals for 
which there is little or no public profile.  We do this by advising and supporting 
BBC programme makers; by working with a range of partners to launch 
initiatives aimed at educating and raising awareness of the public; and by the 
publication of information on our website. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
∗ All of the money donated by the public is used to support wildlife conservation. The running 
costs for the BBC Wildlife Fund are covered by investment income, Gift Aid reclaimed on 
donations and corporate support. 
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Our history 
The BBC Wildlife Fund is a grant making charity, set up in May 2007. It is 
registered with the Charity Commission for England and Wales, number 
1119286, and is constituted as a company limited by guarantee, registered 
number 6238115.  
 
The idea for the BBC Wildlife Fund arose in 2007 when the BBC broadcast a 
season of films called Saving Planet Earth. The films were made by the world 
renowned BBC Natural History Unit which celebrated its 50th anniversary in 
the same year. 
 
These films highlighted how the natural world is rapidly changing. These films, 
however, showed how conservation can make a huge difference in providing 
a more secure future for wildlife. 
 
To help the Saving Planet Earth audience support these conservation efforts, 
the BBC set up the BBC Wildlife Fund in May 2007. It helps raise money for 
both the work featured in the films shown in the Saving Planet Earth season, 
and for other projects helping wildlife under threat in the UK and around the 
world. 
 
Between then and 31st March 2009, the Fund has raised a magnificent £2m in 
donations and associated Gift Aid. 
 
But the work continues, and we are hoping to raise even greater sums of 
money in the future to continue and grow our work. 
 
Public benefit 
The Trustees confirm that they have referred to the guidance contained in the 
Charity Commission’s general guidance on public benefit when reviewing the 
Trust’s aims and objectives and in planning future activities and setting the 
grant making policy for the year.
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2. Objectives and activities for public benefit 
 
The BBC Wildlife Fund's activities are designed to further the charitable 
objects set out in our governing documents.  For 2008-2009 we set the 
following objectives in order to do this: 
 
• To further disburse the money raised as a result of the BBC’s 2007 Saving 

Planet Earth season 
• To continue to deliver targeted funds to the range of wildlife conservation 

projects featured in the Saving Planet Earth season of films and other 
projects helping animals under threat around the world 

• To develop and produce a BBC Wildlife Fund website to communicate to 
BBC audiences and Fund supporters, helping to profile the range and 
reach of the projects supported by the Fund 

• To begin an independent evaluation of the impact of BBC Wildlife Fund 
supported projects internationally and in the UK 

• To begin planning for the next major appeal for the Fund in 2010 
 
 
Grant making 
The Trustees carefully considered the grant-making policy to ensure that it 
enables the Fund effectively and efficiently to further its objects. Our policy in 
making grants to conservation charities is to support projects which featured 
in or were associated with the Saving Planet Earth season and which: 
 
• address a clear plight; 
• protect an important species which is key to an ecosystem; 
• have been effective in the past and have plans for the future; and 
• involve local communities. 
 
We broadly aim to allocate 80% of donations to UK charities working to 
protect wildlife outside the UK, and 20% to those which support wildlife 
conservation in the UK. The reasons for this approach are twofold. Firstly, the 
need to protect wildlife and wild places is very urgent in developing countries, 
especially in the tropics, with many animals facing severe threats to their 
survival.  Secondly, there has been mounting evidence in recent years to 
demonstrate the scale of the funding shortfall that many international wildlife 
projects now face. 
 
In our first phase of grant making in 2007/08, we invited applications from 
projects featured in and associated with the Saving Planet Earth season 
through which the money had been raised.  The Trustees subsequently 
approved awards totalling over £1m to UK wildlife conservation charities 
working internationally and in the UK to conserve these endangered species.   
 
Our aim was to distribute funding across three ‘Funding Streams’. 
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• Funding Stream 1 (grants of up to £60,000) – to support work on the 
protection of the nine endangered species featured in the main Saving 
Planet Earth documentaries and during the Appeal night on 6 July 2007; 

 
• Funding Stream 2 (grants of up to £20,000) – to help protect other 

endangered species that were included in the Saving Planet Earth 
production process and the Children’s BBC documentaries but not 
featured on television; and 

 
• Funding Stream 3 (grants up to £5,000) – to help protect the species 

featured in the Saving Planet Earth season of UK Nations and Regions 
programmes. 

 
The first grants were made in December 2007 with further grants being made 
in May and December 2008 to a total of 47 projects. In the case of two of 
those projects, we confirmed additional funding in May 2008 totalling £66,365 
which had been provisionally agreed in the previous year. These were for the 
Jane Goodall Institute UK, which received £20,000, and the Zoological 
Society of London, which received £46,365. A further small grant of £4,986 
was also made to the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, 
Northamptonshire and Peterborough. One project, for the conservation of 
turtles in Mozambique, did not subsequently proceed and the Zoological 
Society of London returned the full amount of the grant. The details of these 
grants are provided on the Fund’s website and in its Report and Financial 
Statements for the Year ended 31 March 2008. In a small number of cases 
the Trustees approved grants slightly above the stated threshold where there 
was a clear justification for doing so. 
 
In December 2008, the Trustees approved further follow-on funding totalling 
£400,784 to 10 previously supported wildlife conservation projects in Funding 
Stream 2. We felt that further support should be given to these projects, 
because we recognised that there were some very worthwhile and valuable 
projects in this Funding Stream. In order to give further support to these 
projects, where that was felt to be justified, we invited applications for follow-
on funding. 
 
The grant application and assessment process is led on behalf of the Fund by 
the Funding Support Group (FSG). This group is chaired by Toby Aykroyd and 
made up of Trustees, with support from independent advisers. These 
arrangements have worked well. The FSG is currently taking the lead in 
developing proposals for a revised grant making structure and guidelines in 
preparation for the 2010 Appeal. In making preparations for the next Appeal, 
Trustees are considering how we can best work with the BBC to help increase 
awareness of the continuing threats to wildlife and raise and allocate funding 
support in the most effective way. 
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Follow-on funding awarded in 2008/09 to projects in Funding Stream 2 
 

SPECIES AND PROJECT 
NAME 

NAME OF 
ORGANISATION 

GRANTS AWARDED IN 
2008/09 

Sharks 
Strengthening marine 
conservation 

 
Pretoma/Whitley Fund 
for Nature 

 
£40,000 

Barbastelle Bats 
A living landscape for 
endangered bats in the west 
Weald PHASE 2 – 2009-10 

 
Sussex Wildlife Trust 

 
£40,000 

Jaguars 
Jaguars as landscape 
detectives for the 
conservation of the Atlantic 
Forest, Brazil 

 
IPE/Whitley Fund for 
Nature 

 
£40,000 

Cetaceans 
Protecting UK’s whales, 
dolphins and porpoises  

 
Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society 

 
£40,690 

Mountain Gorillas 
Protecting mountain gorillas 
through addressing human-
gorilla conflict and reducing 
human impact on mountain 
gorilla habitat 

 
Fauna & Flora 
International 

 
£40,000 

African Elephant 
The development and 
replication of a community-led 
conservation model for the 
benefit of the peoples and 
wildlife of northern Kenya. 

 
Tusk Trust/Northern 
Rangeland Trust 

 
£40,000 

Saker Falcon 
Saving the Saker Falcon in 
Bulgaria (2009 – 2010) 

 
RSPB/Birdlife Bulgaria 

 
£40,096 

Scarlet Macaws 
Integrated Interventions to 
conserve Scarlet Macaws as 
flagships species for the 
Maya Biosphere Reserve, 
Guatemala 

 
Wildlife Conservation 
Society/ Zoological 
Society of London 

 
£40,000 

Seahorses 
Rapid assessment of 
seahorse populations and 
habitats across Danajon Bank 
(central Philippines)   

 
Project Seahorse/ 
Zoological Society of 
London 

 
£39,998 

Sumatran Rhino 
Rhino Protection Unit and 
Sumatran rhino breeding 
programmes in Indonesia  

 
Save the Rhino 

 
£40,000 
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Some examples of projects which we have supported with grants 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Siamese crocodiles – Cambodia 

Over the past hundred years, habitat destruction and hunting have 
almost eradicated Siamese crocodiles from South East Asia. In 2000, a 
population of around 150 to 250 individuals was discovered living in the 
remotest highlands of Cambodia. With fewer than 250 adults left which 
together lay no more than 5 nests per year, Siamese crocodiles face 
imminent extinction unless conservationists step in and pro-actively 
manage the species, including reintroducing captive-bred animals back 
into the wild. 

The BBC Wildlife Fund has given £60,000 to help fund the award-winning 
Saving the Critically Endangered Siamese Crocodile project, which was 
established in 2000 to save these rarest of creatures and their globally 
important wetlands. The project team is working with local village 
communities providing them with incentives to protect the crocodiles 
including: agricultural advice and funding; salaries for school teachers; 
and direct employment as wardens. So far this has resulted in two nests 
producing 35 hatchlings and no recorded poaching. 

Indian tigers – India 

40,000 tigers once roamed India. Today, just 1,400 survive, of which 245 
live in the mountains of the Western Ghats region of Karnataka State. 
This area of land contains a wealth of habitats and wildlife. But as people 
settle in protected areas this leads to conflict between settlers and 
wildlife. Tigers sometimes prey upon domestic livestock such as cattle, 
while occasionally people may be killed by them. 

That’s why the Wildlife Conservation Society and London Zoological 
Society are working to restore a unique tract of prime tiger habitat in this 
region of India. With a £60,000 grant from the BBC Wildlife Fund, they 
are helping in a fair, voluntary and supportive manner, to resettle families 
who live within the forest. 

By helping people move from where tigers live, to places with better 
facilities, we are restoring the ecosystem, safeguarding the tiger’s future 
and helping meet the needs of the local communities.  

Bechstein’s bat – United Kingdom 

Most people will never have seen a Bechstein’s Bat. That’s because it is 
one of the UK’s rarest mammals. The Bat Conservation trust is recruiting 
volunteers around the UK to survey the bat species and its habitat. 
Learning why the bat flies, what it eats and how its population is faring 
will be crucial to boosting its numbers.  
 
A grant of £5,000 from the BBC Wildlife Fund is helping to pay for expert 
acoustic monitoring equipment which is being used to conduct the first 
nationwide survey of the bat’s habits and habitats.  
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Educating and informing 
We have developed a website (www.bbc.co.uk/bbcwildlifefund) for the BBC 
Wildlife Fund which was launched on time and to budget in early November 
2008. Our aim is to communicate to BBC audiences and Fund donors the 
range of projects which the Fund supports and information about the species 
under threat. The website provides details about each of the projects and how 
the money is helping conservation efforts. The ‘wildlife diary’ brings regular 
news about different aspects of work on the projects from people based in the 
field. The website also provides a further channel for members of the public to 
make donations towards our work. 
 
Evaluation of the Fund’s impact 
In September and October 2008, the Fund held a series of round table 
meetings attended by senior individuals representing both the national (UK) 
and international conservation sector.  We also accepted an invitation by the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to hold a round 
table consultation meeting at the 2008 IUCN World Conservation Congress in 
Barcelona in October. The aim of these discussions was to enable us to 
consult the conservation sector on grant making processes, funding decisions, 
the Saving Planet Earth programme series and their thoughts for future 
programming and funding focus. 
 
In March 2009, we commissioned Dr Paul Jepson, Senior Research Fellow in 
Conservation Practice at the Oxford University Centre for the Environment, to 
prepare a review of those projects funded to date which have submitted final 
reports and assess the impact which our grant funding has had.  The aim was 
to give an independent overview of our grant funding and its impact, while 
also helping to inform our ideas for the development of our strategy for 2010 
grant making.  
 
Other activities 
In December 2008 we were delighted to receive a donation of £10,000 from 
the proceeds of the auction of a picture painted by Rolf Harris during the live 
television appeal in July 2007. 
 
At the series of Blue Planet concerts held by BBC Worldwide around the 
country, a team of over 50 BBC staff and friends helped as volunteers to run a 
bucket collection for the BBC Wildlife Fund which raised over £6,000. 
 
We have started laying plans for the 2010 Appeal. Whilst the BBC has full 
editorial responsibility for the programming the Fund is in discussion with the 
conservation sector and a range of possible partner organisations in leading 
on proposed off-air events. 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcwildlifefund
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3. Assessing our performance and achievements:  
How our grant and educational programmes delivered public 
benefit 
 
An independent review, which the Trustees commissioned from Dr Paul 
Jepson, Senior Research Fellow at the Oxford University Centre for the 
Environment, looked at 32 projects which had been supported by the BBC 
Wildlife Fund. 
 
Dr Jepson found that the grants had been disbursed and administered in a 
professional and effective manner. The documentation and reporting was of a 
high standard and there were many indications that a good rapport existed 
between the BBC Wildlife Fund team and grant recipients. 
 
Assessing the achievements of individual projects and the overall impact of 
the BBC Wildlife Fund was more difficult given the limited (12 month) 
timescale of the projects and the complexity of conservation interventions. 
However, overall the review found that the projects that had achieved most 
with the funding support were those that combined a clear rationale, a simple 
and/or tested conservation technique, and an experienced and 
knowledgeable team. Those working within strong formal institutional 
environments had been particularly successful.  Other projects had been able 
to demonstrate what could be achieved through working with strong 
community organisations and how, even in a weak institutional environment, a 
focused team of experts could avert serious threats.  
 
We shall be taking these findings into account in developing our new 
guidelines for grant making following the 2010 Appeal. 
 
The roundtable discussions which we held with leading wildlife conservation 
charities in autumn 2008 provided valuable input on conservation priorities, 
and the views of leading figures in the conservation sector on where and how 
they saw the Fund playing a beneficial role. It was the overwhelming view of 
participants that the Saving Planet Earth series and the Appeal had not only 
resulted in directly increased funding to the sector, but also raised the profile 
of supported projects and thereby further increased funding to those projects 
and to others across the sector. The evidence from the Fund’s first two years 
is that it is fulfilling a valuable role as a distributor, rather than duplicating or 
competing with existing conservation efforts.  
 
The Fund has raised public awareness and increased understanding of 
international and UK wildlife conservation issues. In doing so it has drawn 
attention to the underlying need to ensure that supported conservation 
projects establish harmonious and mutually beneficial relationships between 
wildlife and local communities. 
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Views from some of the projects we support 
 
“The BBC Wildlife Fund has been a fantastic help for us in our work in 
Sabah (Borneo) to rescue one of the world’s most endangered and 
charismatic marine species – the giant clam, Tridacna gigas. Without the 
support of the Fund this huge animal, seriously over-exploited for its meat 
and shell, would be facing a very precarious future.”  
Marine Conservation Society 
 
 
“Thanks to Tusk and the support of the BBC Wildlife Fund the people of 
Kipsing in northern Kenya have been able to initiate their own community 
conservancy…The new conservation area is a critical link in the migratory 
path of Kenya’s second largest elephant population - providing a safe 
corridor across what was previously unsafe terrain, common to poachers.” 
Tusk Trust 
 
 
“Support from the BBC Wildlife Fund has been crucial to halt the decline of 
the Siamese crocodile and has given it a lifeline to recovery. FFI and its 
partners owe a debt of gratitude to the BBC and all of the viewers who 
donated money to the Fund.”  
Fauna and Flora International 
 
 
“BBC Wildlife Fund support covered the TCP’s core costs over 18 months, 
meaning that the project continued to effectively operate so that hundreds of 
thousands of turtle hatchlings made it safely to the sea from the nests 
protected on Rekawa beach.”  
Turtle Conservation Project 
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4. Our plans for the future to continue to deliver benefit to the 
public 
 
We will be looking over the next year as we prepare for the 2010 Appeal to 
build on the success we have had to date in our first Appeal and the support it 
has enabled us to give to threatened wildlife. Key objectives in 2009/10 can 
be summarised as follows:  
 

• To work towards a further round of grant making in 2009 to disburse 
residual funds from the 2007 Appeal of c.£260,000. In making 
decisions on further grant awards we will be absorbing the lessons 
from the work we have done to date to assess the impact of BBC 
Wildlife funding.  

• To undertake further monitoring and evaluation of our performance as 
a grant making and educational charity. 

• To encourage a wide range of partners, including working with schools 
and museums, to run events to raise awareness about the threats to 
endangered species and the conservation work that is taking place and 
to highlight the 2010 Appeal. 

• To work closely with the BBC, providing insights into what we have 
learnt to help inform programme making for the 2010 Appeal. 

• To review our funding priorities for the 2010 Appeal in the light of views 
from leading conservation scientists and experts, wildlife charities, and 
evidence on the ground of where there is urgent need for new funding. 
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5. Financial review 
 
Overview of results 
There was no major appeal during the year ending 31 March 2009. The total 
income for the Fund for this period was £90,000. Of this amount £66,000 was 
generated in donations and £24,000 was from interest held on deposit and 
Gift Aid.  
 
During the period, the Trustees used the donations and reserves to commit to 
grants totalling £472,000. The remaining appeal funds will continue to be held 
in reserve for use in further grant making rounds in 2009. 
 
BBC Wildlife Fund is an efficient organisation with a low administrative cost 
base. However, to administer the Fund properly, and to operate as an 
effective grant-maker, incurs costs. All monies donated by the public in 
response to any Appeal goes to fund grants. The monies received in 
donations from corporate bodies (in the period to 31 March 2009 this 
amounted to £20,000); interest income (in the period to 31 March 2009, 
£24,000) and Gift Aid recovered on donations (£271) in the period to 31 
March 2009) have been used to fund administrative costs except where 
donors have explicitly requested otherwise. 
 
The total expenditure on administering the Fund’s activities, fund raising and 
governance for the period to 31 March 2009, amounted to £114,000. 
 
Reserves 
As at 31 March 2009, the Fund had total funds carried forward of £482,000, of 
this £310,000 related to the restricted fund and £172,000 related to the 
general fund, These amounts are monitored separately to ensure that all 
public donations are applied to grants. 
 
The Fund does not hold a reserve on the restricted fund as our policy is to 
provide grants for specific discrete projects and therefore there is no longer 
term restricted fund commitment. The Trustees policy is to hold a general fund 
reserve of £100,000 to cover staff and other commitments in the event that 
the charity ceases. This amount is kept under regular review. 
 
 
6. Structure, governance and management 
 
Governance arrangements 
As a registered Charity and Company Limited by Guarantee the BBC Wildlife 
Fund is governed by company and charity law and by the Statement of 
Recommended Practice, Accounting and Reporting by charities, (the 
SORP), issued by the Charity Commission in March 2005. The SORP sets out 
the accounting practices and disclosure required by charities in their annual 
accounts. The Trustees have followed its recommendations in presenting 
these Financial Statements and applicable accounting standards. 
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The directors of the company, who are also Trustees for the purposes of 
charity law, were appointed in accordance with the articles of association. 
 
All Trustees are appointed for periods of up to three years. The Constitution 
provides that half of the Trustees are nominated by the BBC and half are 
elected by the members of the BBC Wildlife Fund. At present the BBC is the 
sole member of the BBC Wildlife Fund and appoints all Trustees. The names 
of all those who served as Trustees over the past year are shown in the 
foregoing Charity Information sheet. 
 
On appointment new Trustees agree to be bound by a Code of Conduct.  
They receive an induction pack and are invited to attend initial meetings with 
the Chair and senior staff members, aimed at ensuring that all Trustees have 
an appropriate working knowledge of the organisation and their 
responsibilities before they begin work as Trustees.  
 
In November 2008 the Trustees held a facilitated Awayday to review longer 
term strategy and identify key priorities. The Trustees have also given 
consideration to the further skills which are needed to complement those of 
existing trustees and will be looking to recruit additional trustees with 
appropriate skills as part of orderly succession planning.  
 
All Trustees give their time freely and no trustee remuneration was paid in the 
year. Details of Trustees reimbursed expenses and related party transactions 
are disclosed in notes 9 and 10 to the accounts. The Trustees have put in 
place procedures for managing conflicts of interest which comply with the 
requirements of the Companies Acts. 
 
The Trustees met regularly to discharge their responsibilities for the 
administration of the Fund. They have delegated day to day operational 
functions to the professional management team and received regular reports 
from the management team to keep them informed of how work is proceeding.  
 
Management 
Whilst the staff and management arrangements have worked successfully to 
date, the Trustees believe that for the next phase of its development the Fund 
requires stronger executive leadership, direction, entrepreneurial flair and 
creativity.  The Trustees, therefore, agreed to create a new post of Director to 
lead the organisation. Following a successful recruitment at the beginning of 
June 2009, we were pleased to announce the appointment of Amy Coyte as 
the new Director, who will be taking up her post in August 2009. 
 
Risk management 
The Trustees are responsible for the Charity’s management of risk. The 
Trustees have endeavoured to identify the major risks to which the charity is 
exposed and to mitigate those risks as far as possible.  A risk register has 
been established which the Trustees review on a quarterly basis. 
 
The Fund has a reserves policy of retaining £100,000 for wind-up costs. The 
Trustees consider the greatest risk which the Fund faces at present is, by mid-
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2010 in advance of the planned broadcast appeal, with a strengthened staff 
team and no additional non-restricted income, that the Fund may be nearing 
its reserves policy limit.  This is, however, a worst case scenario as the 
Director and the staff team will be expected to raise non-restricted income for 
running costs. The Trustees will continue to monitor income and expenditure 
closely. 
 
7. Statement of trustees’ responsibilities 
 
Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each 
financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
company and of the profit and loss of the company for that period. In 
preparing those financial statements, the directors are required to: 
• Select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently; 
• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
• Comply with applicable accounting standards subject to any material 

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and 
• Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 

inappropriate to presume that the company will continue in business 
 
The Trustees are responsible for maintaining proper accounting records which 
disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the 
company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with 
the Companies Act 1985. They are also responsible for safeguarding the 
assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
Each of the Trustees at the date of approval of this report confirms that: 

1. So far as the Trustees are aware, there is no relevant audit information 
of which the company’s auditors are unaware; and 

2. The Trustees have taken all the steps they ought to have taken as a 
director to make themselves aware of any relevant audit information 
and to establish that the companies’ auditors are aware of that 
information. 

 
This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with the 
provisions of s.234ZA of the Companies Act 1985. 
 
Auditors 
Our auditors, Mazars LLP have signified their willingness to continue in office 
and a resolution proposing their re-appointment has been passed at the 
annual general meeting. 
 
Approved by the Board on…………….. 
And signed on its behalf by: 

            
Chairman……………………………….. 
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We have audited the financial statements of BBC Wildlife Fund which comprise the statement 
of financial activities, balance sheet and related notes.  These financial statements have been 
prepared under accounting policies set out therein. 

This report is made solely to the charity’s members, as a body, in accordance with section 
235 of the Companies Act 1985.  Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state 
to the charity’s members those matters we are required to state to them in an auditors’ report 
and for no other purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume 
responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the charity’s members as a body, for our 
audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditors 

As described in the Statement of Trustees’ Responsibilities, the charity’s Trustees, who also 
act as Directors for the BBC Wildlife Fund for the purpose of Company Law, are responsible 
for the preparation of the financial statements in accordance with applicable law and United 
Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).  

Our responsibility is to audit the financial statements in accordance with relevant legal and 
regulatory requirements and International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland). 

We report to you our opinion as to whether the financial statements give a true and fair view 
and are properly prepared in accordance with the Companies Act.  We also report to you if, in 
our opinion, the Trustees' Report is consistent with the financial statements, if the charity has 
not kept proper accounting records, if we have not received all the information and 
explanations we require for our audit, or if information specified by law regarding Trustees' 
remuneration and transactions with the charity is not disclosed. 

We read the Trustees’ Report and consider the implications for our report if we become aware 
of any apparent misstatements within it. 
 

Basis of audit opinion 

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK and 
Ireland) issued by the Auditing Practices Board.  An audit includes examination, on a test 
basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.  It also 
includes an assessment of the significant estimates and judgements made by the Trustees in 
the preparation of the financial statements, and of whether the accounting policies are 
appropriate to the charity’s circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed. 

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations 
which we considered necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to give 
reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material misstatement 
whether caused by fraud or other irregularity or error.  In forming our opinion we also 
evaluated the overall adequacy of the presentation of information in the financial statements. 
 
Opinion 

In our opinion:  
• the financial statements give a true and fair view, in accordance with United Kingdom 

Generally Accepted Accounting Practice, of the state of the charity’s affairs as at 31 March 
2009 and of its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and 
expenditure for the year then ended; 

• the financial statements have been properly prepared in accordance with the Companies 
Act 1985; and 

• the information given in the Trustees’ Report is consistent with the financial statements. 

MAZARS LLP 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 
and Registered Auditors 
Times House, Throwley Way, Sutton, Surrey SM1 4JQ                      Date……………………………… 
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Statement of financial activities 
For the year ended 31 March 2009 

  

 Notes 

Restricted 
fund 
2009 

General 
 fund 
2009 

Total 
 funds 

2009 

Total 
 funds 

2008 
  £ £ £ £ 
Incoming resources      
Donations received  45,383 20,270 65,653 1,994,197 
Interest received 3 15,644 8,565 24,209 35,626 
                                                                      
Total incoming 
resources  61,027 28,835 89,862 2,029,823 
                                                                      
      
Resources expended      
Grant-making 4, 5 472,135 107,023 579,158 1,036,138 
Governance costs 4 - 7,271 7,271 15,130 
                                                                      
Total resources 
expended 4 472,135 114,294 586,429 1,051,268 
                                                                      
      
Net movement in funds  (411,108) (85,459) (496,567) 978,555 
Reconciliation of funds      
Total funds brought 
forward  720,737 257,818 978,555 - 
                                                                      
Balance at 31 March 2009  309,629 172,359 481,988 978,555 
                                                                      
 
 
The charity’s incoming resources and resources expended all relate to continuing 
operations. 
 
The charity has no recognised gains or losses other than the net movement in funds 
for the year shown above. 



BBC Wildlife Fund 
 

 19 

Balance sheet at 31 March 2009 

 
 Notes 2009 2008 
  £ £ 
    
Current assets    
Debtors 12 - 51,496 
Bank deposit account  833,049 1,173,969 
Bank current accounts  73,597 49,674 
                                        
Total current assets  906,646 1,275,139 
    
Current liabilities    
Liabilities: Amounts falling due 
within one year 

13 
(214,658) (86,584) 

                                        
  691,988 1,188,555 
    
Net current assets    
Liabilities: Amounts falling due after 
one year 

14 
(210,000) (210,000) 

                                        
Net assets  481,988 978,555 
                                            
Represented by    
Restricted fund 15, 16 309,629 720,737 
General fund 16 172,359 257,818 
                                        
  481,988 978,555 
                                        
     
 
Approved by the Board on ……………….. 
 
and signed on its behalf by: 
 

 
…………………………………………. 
Chairman                          
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1 Accounting policies 

1.1 Basis of accounting 

The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost 
convention, as modified by the revaluation of investments, and in 
accordance the Companies Act 1985, the Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP), “Accounting and Reporting by Charities”, issued in 
March 2005, and applicable UK accounting standards.   
 

1.2 Incoming resources 

All incoming resources are recognised where there is entitlement, 
certainty of receipt, and the amount can be measured with sufficient 
reliability.  The following specific policies are applied to particular 
categories of income: 
 
a) Voluntary income is received by way of donations and legacies and 

is included in full in the Statement of Financial Activities when 
receivable. 

b) Interest on government securities, dividends on equities and 
interest on bank deposits are accounted for on an accruals basis. 

 
1.3 Resources expended 

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and, in 
accordance with the requirement of the SORP, and has been classified 
under headings that aggregate all costs related to that category. 

 
1.4 Grants payable 

Grants payable are payments made in furtherance of the charitable 
objectives of the charity.  Grants are recognised upon an obligation 
being created in accordance with FRS 12, once approval has been 
given by the Trustees to pay grants and this intention has been 
conveyed to the recipient. 

 
1.5 Charitable activities 

Costs of charitable activities includes grants made and an 
apportionment of overhead and support costs as shown in note 4. 
 

1.6 Support costs 

Support costs have been allocated between charitable activity and 
governance.  Support costs related to charitable activity have been 
apportioned based on the individual number of grants made in  
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recognition of the administrative burden of awarding, monitoring, and 
assessing grants. 
 

1.7 Governance costs 

Governance costs comprise all costs involving the public accountability 
of the charity and its compliance with regulation and good practice.  
These costs include costs related to the statutory audit together with 
Trustees’ expenses and an apportionment of overhead and support 
costs. 

 
1.8 Funds 

Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the 
Trustees in furtherance of the charitable objectives of the BBC Wildlife 
Fund and have not been designated for other purposes.  Restricted 
funds are funds which were raised by the BBC’s 2007 Saving Planet 
Earth series which are to be disbursed to wildlife conservation projects 
working internationally and in the UK. 
 

2 Incoming resources 

The incoming resources are attributed to the principal activity which is 
the distribution of funds raised by donations to help support projects 
protecting the world's endangered wildlife. 
 

3 Investment income 

  2009 2008 
  £ £ 
    

Interest receivable  24,209 35,626 
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4  Resources expended 
 
 Grant funded 

activity (note 
5) 

Support 
costs (see 

below) 

Total costs 
2009 

Total costs 
2008 

 £ £ £ £ 
     

Grant-making 472,135 107,023 579,158 1,036,138 
Governance costs - 7,271 7,271 15,130 

                                                                         
 472,135 114,294 586,429 1,051,268 
                                                                             

 
Support costs can be analysed as follows: 

 
 Total costs 

2009 
Total costs 

2008 
 £ £ 
   

Staff costs 85,202 63,360 
Administration fee - 27,275 
Bank charges 170 11,274 
Auditors’ remuneration (see note 8) 4,473 8,675 
Trustees’ expenses 2,798 3,727 
Website development costs 14,697 - 
Other costs 6,954 12,297 

                                       
 114,294 125,608 
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5  Grants 
 
 2009 2008 
 £ £ 
   

Bat Conservation Trust - 5,000 
Born Free Foundation - 60,000 
Borneo Orang Utan Survival Foundation UK - 60,000 
Brecknock Wildlife Trust - 4,900 
Bristol Zoo Gardens - 40,000 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust - 5,000 
David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation - 62,217 
Endangered Wildlife Trust - 20,000 
Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group - 5,000 
Fauna & Flora International 40,000 80,000 
Galapagos Conservation Trust - 20,000 
Hawk & Owl Trust - 5,000 
Hebridean Whale & Dolphin Trust - 5,000 
Jane Goodall Institute UK 20,000 - 
Kent Mammal Group - 5,000 
Marine Conservation Society - 80,000 
Mull & Iona Community Trust - 5,000 
RSPB 40,096 96,002 
Save the Rhino International 40,000 19,980 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust - 4,990 
Sussex Wildlife Trust 40,000 31,000 
The Great Bustard Group - 4,925 
Tusk Trust 40,000 19,371 
Whale & Dolphin Conservation Society 40,690 20,000 
Whitley Fund for Nature 80,000 40,910 
Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust - 20,000 
Wildlife Conservation Research Unit, 
University of Oxford  - 19,000 
Wildlife Trust for Beds, Cambs, Northants & 
Petersborough 

 
4,986 - 

Wildwood Trust - 4,400 
Woodchester Mansion Trust UK - 4,530 
Worcestershire Wildlife Trust - 4,850 
WWF-UK - 60,000 
Zoological Society of London  126,363 113,585 

                                       
 472,135 925,660 
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6 Governance 
 
 2009 2008 
 £ £ 
   

Trustees’ expenses 2,798 3,727 
Auditors’ remuneration (see note 8) 4,473 8,675 
Administration fee - 2,728 

                                       
 7,271 15,130 
                                       

 
7 Staff costs 

 2009 2008 
 £ £ 
   

Wages and salaries 74,647 28,666 
Social security costs 7,771 3,110 
Pension costs 2,784 1,144 
                                       
 85,202 32,920 
Other staff costs - 29,440 

                                       
 85,202 62,360 
                                       

 
8 Net incoming resources for the year 

The net incoming resources for the year are 
stated after 

2009 2008 

charging: £ £ 
   
Auditors’ remuneration:   
     Audit fee – current 3,393 3,290 
     Advisory – current 3,482 5,385 
                     – prior year over-provision (2,402) - 
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9 Trustees’ remuneration & reimbursed expenses 

No Trustees received any remuneration for services to the charity 
during the current year or previous period. 

During the year three (2008: three) Trustees were reimbursed for 
expenses for travel, subsistence and entertaining, totalling £2,798 
(2008: £3,727).   

 
10 Related party transactions 

Shyam Parekh is also a Trustee of the RSPB.  Grants paid to RSPB 
during the year amounted to £40,096 (2008: £96,002). 

Melissa Price’s husband is a partner at Farrer & Co who act as 
solicitors for the BBC Wildlife Fund. Melissa Price is the Company 
Secretary of BBC Wildlife Fund.  Fees payable to Farrer & Co during 
the year amounted to £nil (2008: £5,401) for legal services provided to 
the charity. 

Georgina Ponder became a Trustee in June 2008. In the year to 31 
March 2009 she was an advisor to BBC Wildlife Fund. During her time 
as advisor and as a Trustee she remains as Director of Whitley Fund 
for Nature. Grants paid to Whitley Fund for Nature during the year 
amounted to £80,000 (2008: £40,910). 
 

11 Taxation 

The company is a registered charity under Section 505 of the Income 
and Corporation Taxes Act 1988, and no liability to corporation tax 
arose during the year. 

 
12 Debtors   
 
 2009 2008 
 £ £ 
   

Sundry debtors - 38 
Accrued income - 50,000 
Gift Aid receivable - 1,458 

                                       
 - 51,496 
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13 Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year 

 2009 2008 
 £ £ 
   

Grants approved but not paid 195,593 70,000 
Accruals and deferred income 19,065 16,584 

                                       
 214,658 86,584 
                                       

 
14 Creditors: Amounts falling due after one year 

 2009 2008 
 £ £ 
   

Loan from British Broadcasting Corporation 210,000 210,000 
                                       

  

On 2 August 2007 the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
advanced to BBC Wildlife Fund a loan of £210,000 to be applied in or 
towards the BBC Wildlife Fund’s fundraising and related costs for the 
BBC’s Saving Planet Earth season during 2007. 

The loan is unsecured interest free and repayable either within 3 years 
(i.e. 2 August 2010) or by the date on which the BBC Wildlife Fund is 
wound up, whichever is sooner, or such other date as the parties may 
agree. 

The agreement states that BBC Wildlife Fund shall be unconditionally 
released from its undertaking to pay in the event that the BBC’s Saving 
Planet Earth season raises less than the amount of the loan for the 
BBC Wildlife Fund. 

15 Restricted funds 

The principal activities in the year were to disburse the funds received 
through the 2007 appeal to wildlife conservation projects working 
internationally and in the UK. 

At 31 March 2009, the balance of restricted funds were £309,629, of 
which £261,619 are available for future grant distribution. The balance 
of £48,010 is made up of interest received and will be used to cover 
future administration costs. 
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16  Analysis of net assets by fund 

 Restricted 
funds 

Unrestricted 
funds 

Total funds 
2009 

Total funds 
2008 

 £ £ £ £ 
     

Current assets 505,222 401,424 906,646 1,275,139 
Current liabilities (195,593) (19,065) (214,658) (86,584) 
Long term liabilities - (210,000) (210,000) (210,000) 

                                                                             
 309,629 172,359 481,988 978,555 
                                                                             

 

17 Commitments 

There were no commitments as at 31 March 2009 (2008: nil).  
 

 


