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Born and bred in Tregaron,
Catherine Hughes works in
the local post office and knows
the area like the back of her
hand. Here, she explains why
she thinks Tregaron is one of
the great towns of Ceredigion.

By Catherine Hughes from Tregaron

"Tregaron is the smallest town in the county of Ceredigion.
But size isn't everything! The town has a wealth of attributes.
As somebody who was born and bred here, this is the best
town in the county!

Someone once asked "Where is Tregaron?". The reply was -
outside the Talbot. Everybody has heard of this famous hotel
which stands on the main square. Even George Borrow -
author of Wild Wales - recommended it as far back as 1854.
A monument of one of the famous sons of Tregaron, Henry
Richard, the Aspostle of Peace, stands on the square and he
could tell us a few stories about what has changed in
Tregaron over the years.

Several years ago, Ifan Gruffudd - the well-known S4C
comedian who's Tregaron born and bred - used three words
to describe the town, namely sun, sea and scenery (a logo
which was once used by the GPO as it was once known).
Why those three words? Well, sun because the sun always
shines in Tregaron. Scenery - you won't get any better in the
world. But where does the sea come into it? Well, Tregaron
was the first school in the county to get a swimming pool -
therefore the sea was brought to us in 1971!

Welsh has traditionally been the main language of the town
and it's my first language. The percentage of Welsh speakers
has decreased in recent years to about 50% but a lot of
people who move into the area are keen to learn.

There are two schools in the town - the Primary School which
has around 80 pupils and the Secondary School which is fed
by the primary schools of nearby villages. Bwlchgwynt Chapel
is a stone's throw from the Secondary School and the Church
of St Caron stands proudly in the centre of town. The
Wesleyan Chapel closed in the 1960s and a garden of
remembrance now marks the site.

In 1292, Edward I granted a charter to Lord Caron giving
permission for a weekly market to be held in the town.
Drovers have gathered in the town centre since the days of
Elizabeth I to drive their cattle to England. The arrival of the
railway in 1866 meant that the drovers lost their market to
the cattle wagons. The station closed in the 1960s and the
site is now home to an industrial estate which is greatly in
need of development. The market still plays an important
part in local life, with a cattle auction every fortnight and a
sheep market held weekly during the autumn.
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One of the first banks in the county was opened here - Banc
y Ddafad Ddu or the Black Sheep Bank. That has long since
gone but we still have three banks in the town.

There are around 30 organisations and voluntary societies in
the town - something for all ages and tastes, although more
needs to be done for young people.

Like every other town and village in Ceredigion, Tregaron has
changed a lot but we must move with the times. By now,
Tregaron is part of the Communities First initiative and we
also have the Tregaron Heritage project which has a lot to
offer the town and its people.

At the moment, Tregaron is facing new challenges due to a
campaign to regenerate the area and I hope that with
everyone working together, we can ensure that Tregaron
says well and truly on the map as one of the great towns of
Ceredigion."

Written by Catherine Hughes from Tregaron

your comments

Kathryn Northcutt Cunningham from Josephine, Alaba
My great grandfather (Dr.Evan Lloyd) and my grandfather
(Dr.Jack Lloyd) are buried at Bwlchgwynt Chapel. My
mother, Mary Lloyd(1919-2005),was born in Tregaron and is
buried in Demopolis,Alabama. Plan to visit Wales and
Tregaron in 2010.
Wed Mar 24 10:18:02 2010

Richard Shelby, Alabama, USA
We intend to visit Tregaron in June, 2010 to reconnect with
our roots. As citizens of the Welsh diaspora we hope to meet
some distant relatives or at least share a pint. 
Thu Jan 28 14:41:48 2010

Eleri Morgan, Eltham, London
Would like to get in touch with Pauline Sharp, New Inn,
Gwent re her sister in law wanting to get in touch with the
Morgans family who owned Central Garage till the 80's.
Sun Jan 24 19:20:52 2010

Ray Grimshaw
My neighbour has asked me if I could tell her anything
about a Brass Snuff Box she has had since a child. The lid
has some amateurist engraving:- B.J,THOMAS CAMRAIN
HOUSE 19.TREGARON.09 
Sun Jan 10 10:01:51 2010

Alan Lewis
Hi my name is Alan Lewis and I went to Cardigan College of
Further Education from 1976 to 1978 where I studied
catering. I'm trying to locate a Mark Davey who was from
Tregaron originally, but had Canadian birthrights through his
grandparents and we were good friends whilst at college.
However he relocated back to Vancouver in 1979 and we
have lost contact since and I was wondering if anyone from
the Tregaron area knew of him or even had his contact
details, this is a longshot but you never know. I'm from
Borth North of Aberystwyth originally but now live in South
Wales. 
Wed Jul 15 09:59:04 2009



pauline sharp new inn gwent
Please can you help my sister -in law find out about her
family morgans garage last seen 1975 Please any
infiormation on there where abouts 
Mon Jul 13 18:37:22 2009

Sarah Burnham from Switzerland
I have been researching my husband's family and one of the
few names I have to go on is Caradoc Gwilym (his paternal
grandfather) who I understand was in education, possibly a
headmaster in Cheam,Surrey. I noticed that someone called
Geoff from Australia is also looking for his grandfather called
Caradoc Gwilym. My husband's father (whom he never
met)is called Peter Adrian Gwilym and he would be about 73
years old now. I would be grateful if anyone could help us
trace our Welsh roots.
Sun Jun 7 20:50:08 2009

Martha Jean Evans Hartman
My great,great grandfather was married at the small church
of Strata Florida and owned the farm named Tan y Garn. I
plan to visit Tregaron in the future. Enjoyed photos of
Tregaron and hope to see more.
Wed May 27 19:51:17 2009

Sheila Murray Essex
I was pleased to read the comments from Terry Dye.I also
lived at 'The Poplars' from 1949 to 1952.I think the Dye
family must be the people from Ripple Road that we
exchanged with.While we lived there I had a friend 'Essna'
who lived on a farm in the mountains.Essna would ride down
on her horse and we both took turns to ride him in the field
on the hill opposite Poplars.The highlight of most of my
friends was when the fair came to the square each year. I
wonder if the cinema is still held in the hall in the square
once a week and do people still take a cushion to soften the
very%2! 0hard chairs.I attended the secondary school and
our parents had to agree to the headmaster, D Lloyd
Jenkins rule that we had to be indoors by six thirty pm in
order to do our homework. If we were ever seen out after
that time either by the headmaster or one of the teachers
we really did get into trouble next day.It was quite a strict
school at that time.Previousley we lived on a smallholding
'Penlanfach' at Llanfair.
Tue May 19 10:37:11 2009

Geoff Gwilym-Australia
My grandad worked as a teacher in Tregaron in the 1930s,
his name was Caradoc Gwilym and his wifes name was
Mary. My dad, Rees Edward Gwilym, was born in Salop
House in Chapel St in 1936. If anybody has any memories of
the family it would be good to hear them. 
Mon Apr 6 14:53:08 2009

John Page, Washington DC USA
My daughter attends Washington International School (WIS)
where the campus is named "Tregaron". It was so named
because the mother of a previous owner, Joseph E. Davies -
US Ambassador to the Soviet Union in the 1940's, has
ancestry in Tregaron, Wales. We recently visited and enjoyed
out brief time in your town. Thank You.
Sun Apr 5 20:42:10 2009

Terry Dye Wotton-Uder-Edge
My family moved to Tregaron in 1952 (I was 6)& we lived at
'The Poplars', next door to the hospital. Dad (Llew Dye)



worked in Jos's Garage in the village & was a part-time
fireman. I had the most wonderful childhood with my
brothers, John & Kevin & my sister Cheryl. Such a free &
easy life exploring the countryside. I never seemed to be
indoors. I moved away aged 18 & my parents moved on a
few years later. Working for NatWest Bank, I moved around
the country ending up as a department head in Bristol.
Semi-retired I now run motor races for Jaguar Cars. 
Tue Feb 3 09:29:22 2009

Katell Uguen, Llydaw, France
!Best place ever ! Fantastic people, fantastic sheep, fantastic
friends !
Sun Aug 31 21:05:19 2008

Michael Cunningham
My mothers family are from Tregaron, they back many
generations. Evans.I was born in dodre in 1944.more info, if
I get a reply from anybody that knows or remembers me, as
I probably recall many of you who lived there in the 50,s
Mon Feb 25 13:25:26 2008

John Jones, Exeter 
Ted Sewel was my uncle. His wife was my father's brother
and Eirlys Jones is a Cousin-in-law as Trevor was the son of
my father's sister. My father was Rees Morgan Jones, would
love to hear from any-one who knew any of my family.
Wed Jan 23 12:13:46 2008

Joan Paparo Hockley Essex
My 2gt grandfather Thomas LLoyd had a farm Brynhope in
Tregaron 1851, it's been fun tracking his children,my gt
grandfather Edward Llewyllen, came to London with brother
John and sister Dianah, Thomas died in LLanwonno, still
looking for his father John Lloyd a surgeon.
Sun Nov 4 19:38:39 2007

David Felix from Greeley, Colorado USA
I visited Tregaron in the 1990's. It is the near the farm Tyn-
Y-Cornel that the Felix family lived for many years before
coming to the USA. Tregaron is a wonderful town and many
pleasant memories. I can't wait to visit again! 
Wed Sep 26 08:16:52 2007

Margaret Jeffrey from Surrey
Does anyone in Tregaron know of a house called Bwlch y
Rhiw? It may have been demolished by now but I would
love to know anything about it. My mother lived there as a
child. She was born 1907. Her name was Mary Jane Morris -
known as May.
Fri Sep 14 09:09:24 2007

Lyn Joseph, Ciliau-Aeron, Ceredigion
Prestyl Evans and I were good friends when he lived in
Tregaron. I am one of the Joseph family who lived at the
Railway Steps in Tregaron. I lost touch with him when he
left Tregaron. Is it possible for me to get in touch with him
please?
Tue Sep 4 17:09:49 2007

Juli Palmer from Mid Glamorgan
RE: The Shelby Family. I'm descended from the Shelby's of
Eglwyswrw, Pembrokeshire, but I do have information on the
"Romance of the Shelby Family", which details the story of
Evan Shelby and his progeny.I'm trying to find out if my
branch of the Shelby's can be traced back to the Shelbys of
Tregaron.If anybody would like to contact me they can do



so...
Mon Jun 18 10:36:35 2007

John Evans, Usk
I am very fond of Tregaron which is where I was born in
1941. I never lived in the town but my grandparents lived
for many years in Newington House in Chapel Street. My
grandfather's name was Ted Sewell and he was a saddler
who kept a boot and shoe shop next to Newington House - it
is now a butchers' shop. I have many happy memories of
visiting as a child and walking his spaniel on a Sunday
excursion towards Cors Caron. The charm of the town
remains little changed today.
Sun Jun 3 20:32:17 2007

Debbie, Reading
The Landmark Collectors edition of Tregaron is an absolute
must for those of us whose heartstrings are pulled each time
we think of Tregaron. ISBN 13: 978-1-84306-197-7. The
book has been put together by the Tregaron & District
Historial Society. Seeing photos of family members when
they were young is just delightful. A big thank you to the
society for being so diligent in gathering so many memories
of a truly special town.
Tue Apr 24 09:06:53 2007

Mark James from Swansea
My late father was (so I believe) the station master in
Tregaron. I'm sure I saw a black and white photograph of
him used in a BBC Wales programme called "Station Road" a
few years back. When the line closed to passengers, he was
moved to Lampeter station (where I was born in 1965) and
then on to Swansea. If anyone has any memories of Morgan
James (known as "Moc" or "Mog") during his days at
Tregaron station, I'd love to hear them.
Tue Apr 17 09:06:18 2007

Liz Trundle - Silverstone
My late father [died 12/06] celebrated his 21st birthday in
Tregaron, that would be around 1948. At that time a Rev
Cock was retired there, a College friend of Dad's from York.
My parents spent their honeymoon in Tregaron in 1953, it
took 3 days travelling from Norfolk in the Austin 7 to arrive
at The Talbot. My parents took hubby and I for our
anniversary meals at The Talbot in the mid-70s. Does
anyone remember the Rev Cock? 
Fri Feb 9 10:30:04 2007

Tony Read Cheltenham
I have just traced my grandmother Magdalen Ann Hughes.
She was born in Tregaron in 1895. I must now visit Tregaron
this summer, maybe pop into the postoffice, we could be
related.
Tue Feb 6 10:39:53 2007

Carol in Queensland
Catherine is just the person to answer this question. Are
there Evans living at Trewern Fawr which is relatively close
to Tregaron? My g.g.grandfather Peter Morgan was raised by
his grandparents Evans on this site. Is the name of the
location Llanbadarn Odywn no longer used. 
Mon Jan 29 15:01:52 2007

Judy Trolinger, Texas USA
Hello! Amazing what you can find when you go looking for
Shelbys! I found my way here thru the comments posted by
David Shelby. Tregaron has been intriguing Shelby



researchers in the USA since the late 1800s. Most, but
finding not all, of the USA Shelby's are descended from Evan
Shelby born 1720, Chr at the St Caron's Church in Tregaron
and where he married Catherine Morgan, and where most of
their children were Chr. My husband is a direct descendant
of this couple. The mystery is how did they get from
Tregaron to Lancaster Co, Pennsylvania in 1734? Who of
their families stayed in Tregaron?? Delighted to find this
web site, and have it booked marked. Thru other site's I
have photo's of Tregaron on my home page. Of the few
Shelby researchers that I know and that have been lucky
enough to visit Tregaron-ALL give your town rave reviews! 
Thu Jan 18 16:16:48 2007

Prestyl Evans from Cardiff
My family moved to Tregaron in 1957. After the death of my
father we moved away in 1965.I used to help out at the
Railway Steps public house when a family named Joseph
were the licencees. We lived next to the Post Office and in
those days post deliveries along the Abergwesyn mountain
road were made on horseback as the road was not metalled
very far. A Land Rover was finally acquired for this round. I
have recently found "Vagabond" travel books written by Don
Gardner, who farmed in the area, in memory of his son
Mike. These have brought back a lot of memories. I
occaisionally take friends over the Abergwesyn mountain
road and am amused at their reaction. Unfortunately the
trees, safety barriers and road widening are completely
ruining this unique road. Like most small towns and villages
Tregaron seems to have lost its way thanks to changes in
the commercial world and the motor car does not help.
However Tregaron is, always was and will continue to be an
amazing place.
Mon Dec 18 09:43:06 2006

David Shelby
My name is David Shelby and I was at Tregaron on
Saturday 26 Nov taking some pictures around the village. I
even walked to the bridge and took a picture of the sign
coming into Tregaron. I would like some information on my
family history if you can tell me or lead me in the right
direction to get this information. I do know that Evan Shelby
left there in about 1734 going to America. I know that they
settled in the Pennsyvania area then some of the family
moved to the Kentucky and Maryland area. My great great
grandfather, with his brother, moved to the Pensacola
Florida area before the turn of the 20 century about the
1880's. Is there a way I can get some information on the
Shelby family. I appreciate your help. 
Mon Nov 27 16:35:44 2006

George Mc Lennon
I was Baptist minister of the Bwylchgwynt chapel during the
1960's. I had an excellent time in this little enclave and now
retired I have wonderful memories of the chapel.
Mon Oct 16 10:08:39 2006

Sheila Willis - Perth West Australia
As a supplementary post to my previous - I have a lovely
little story to share. I have just heard from my Aunty Eirlys
(mentioned in my previous entry) apparently Mrs Hughes,
the author of this site, spotted my entry and popped around
to my Aunty Eirlys with a copy of my posting. (Thanks Mrs
Hughes!) Aunty Eirlys still lives in the same house next to
my parents old pub! I have since had a heart warming and
delightful letter from her and have just responded in kind.
What a wonderful thing technology can be when a women



with childhood memories from when she was three can get!
in touch 37 years later with a lady who gave her such
joy.....from the other end of the world and thanks to this
great little site! Thank you
Mon Sep 4 10:45:40 2006

Sheila Willis, Perth, West Australia
I was born in Tregaron in 1966 - at that time my parents
Pete and Audrey Willis owned the Railway Inn (and I was
born in the rooms above the public bar). Dad used to run a
little antiques business on the side and he was known as
Pete the Pine. We left Tregaron in 1970 and emigrated to
Australia but my brother Robin and I still have wonderful
memories of the town and, in particular my surrogate Uncle
and Aunty who lived next door, Mr Trevor Jones (decd) and
Ms Eirlys Jones. I would love to hear from anyone that
remembers my family!
Wed Jun 28 10:50:52 2006

Daniel . . . Aber
Nice work Catherine. My sister was telling me the other day
that some years ago a local working in the fields was
approached by a tourist and asked `where exactly is
Tregaron'. To which he replied, `Tregaron? That's just
outside The Talbot.'
Thu Jun 1 17:52:54 2006

Evan Thomas, Sydney, Australia
My grandfather, David, son of Evan Thomas was born in a
farmhouse, in 1861 [Cefn-Banadl, I believe not far from
Tregaron, on B4578]. With the help of an uncle at Anglesey
he learnt English, went to London to study medicine,
graduated, married and migrated to Australia. The rest is
history of which I have a significant amount. I will be visiting
Tregaron 16/5/06 with documents if anyone from the
historical society or library is interested.
Thu Apr 20 11:10:52 2006

Vic Allen, Irby, Wirral, Cheshire.
I was born in Tregaron in 1941 at Tynewydd Farm on the
edge of Cors Goch. I attended the Church School which is
now the Red Kite Centre. Mr Jones (Jones Bach ) was the
Headmaster and Miss Pugh and Miss Jones were the
teachers. I have a school photograph taken about 1947 with
certain pupils and Mr Jones and Miss Pugh (who used to live
in the cottage next door to the Talbot) In the photograph is
Mr Timothy Morgan who is now the Rev. Morgan. My family
still live in the town but I moved out in 1965 to join the
Cheshire Constablulary. 
Tue Nov 29 11:54:46 2005

Julien and Martin Dixon, Tregaron
We moved to Tregaron in January 2003 and one of the first
people we met was Catherine. We are so happy here and a
great deal of that is due to the sincere Welsh welcome that
we have had from all the Locals. We are trying to learn
Welsh and join in with all the local community events. 
Sat Nov 19 19:57:56 2005

Brian Bothomley, Seattle USA
I was born in Thornhill, Stag's Head which is about 3 miles
from Tregaron. My grand dad, Evan Evans, used to frequent
the pubs of Tregaron and we have many interesting tales of
what went on in those days in Tregaron and the surrounding
area. Evan Evans is buried in the St Caron’s graveyard along
with my gran, Elizabeth Evans and their youngest daughter
Elizabeth. My mom and dad and my sister moved to



Lampeter when I was three, but I have fond memories of
summer holidays at Thornhill and trips to Tregaron, we
would walk there on sunny summer days. Back in the late
50 and early 60’s there were very few vehicles on the roads
and we would just meander along, happy and carefree.
Tregaron seemed so sleepy at times and then so busy on
mart day. My daughter has instructions that when I die she
must take my ashes and scatter them over the graves of my
gran, gramp and aunt, so one day I will return to Wales for
good.
Wed Oct 26 21:21:30 2005

David Jones from Pecatonica, Illinois, USA
My ggggg-grandfather lived at Llwyn-Gwinau in 1846 and
then emigrated to Wisconsin in 1847. I suspect that most
Tregaronites are distant cousins of mine. I love reading
about your area, and I hope to visit soon. Thanks, Catherine
Hughes, for describing your (our) village. I feel a special
kinship with you. 
Sat Oct 8 01:27:02 2005

Johan van den Berg from Oostvoorne, Holland.
My wife, children and I have been foreign visitors of
Tregaron and its surrounds since 1976 and we did see
changes taking place. Despite these, the town's centre with
its simple shops and houses, its square with hotel and
memorial hall, its garage, paper shop and pub near the
river, has managed to retain its character. It has not lost its
attractiveness over these past nearly 30 years to us and we
like to compliment all true Tregaronians with such an
achievement in these dynamic times.
Thu Sep 15 13:33:46 2005

This site is now closed and cannot accept new
comments.
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