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Growing up in Abercraf
Neil Hamer grew up in
Abercraf and still lives their
today. He worked for twelve
years in Blaenau Colliery in
Creunant and still likes to walk
the mountains that were once
plundered for their coal.

"I've lived in Abercraf all my life. I was born and brought up
in the same house. My mother was born in Abercraf. My
father was a Welsh-speaker and wouldn't speak to me in
English. As you go down the valley, it's not so good - a bit
more noisy.

I went to Abercraf Primary School. It was a mining village at
the time and Abercraf colliery was still open. Most of the men
of the village worked in the colliery. These valleys are full of
coal. There's still open cast mining going on today.

My father worked in Abercraf colliery. I used to play up in the
mountains and still walk there now - Cribarth and Llyn y Fan
Fawr and Llyn y Fan Fach. The colliery closed in the early
1960s. There was a railway to take the coal down to the
Swansea valley.

I went on from Primary school to Maes y Derwen Secondary
School in Ystradgynlais.

After leaving school, I worked in Blaenau Colliery, Creunant
for twelve years and from there on various open casts around
the area. I'm currently working in Springdew packaging
factory in Ystradgynlais.

The only rivalry between Ystrad and Abercraf is the rugby. I
go to Chapel in Ystragynlais to the Apostolic Church. I used
to go to the Welsh Baptist chapel as a young boy in Abercraf.
There are still some miners left in the village. The nearest
working colliery is the Tower Colliery.

There are a lot of workings up there in the mountains. All the
boys and girls spent a lot of time up there as children. We
went on day trips to Porthcawl, a bus load from the village.
This was an annual event. We used to swim the Tawe every
summer. There are some deep pools and some good angling
pools too."

Article by Neil Hamer from Abercraf

your comments

Thomas Palmer, Dinbych North Wales
I was born in Abercraf in 1925. I also went to the junior
school in Abercraf when Watkims was headmaster. We
moved in 1933 to the Castle hotel in Caerlan. My parents
lived there for 33years. Then my sister married Canadian
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soldier during the war and I moved to a post in north Wales
in 1970. I have fond memories with all the locals and
especially mining community and I too worked in Onllwyn
colliery during the war. I have one or two relatives still living
there.

Phil Davies, Indiana , USA
Can anyone let me know how to get in touch with Neil
Hamer. He is my cousin. My father is Walford Davies,
brother of Neil's Mother.I used to visit Abercrave each
summer as a child. Thanks.

Andrea Jacobs(James), Red Deer, AB Canada
I grew up in Abercraf, my father worked at the colliery when
I was a child. I went to Abercraf Primary school and later to
Maes-y-dderwen High School. I remember spending many a
summer day playing on the Cribbarth mountain behind my
home and swimming in the river Tawe. I left Abercraf 30
years ago and have lived in Canada ever since but even so I
still call Abercraf my home. My mum still resides there and I
visit as often as I can.
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