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Rhondda va
lley

 Start: 
 Morrison’s 
    Car Park

 Starting Ref: 
 ST 02615 91108 

 Grade: 
 Easy

   Distance: 
   Approx. 10 miles 

   (or 17 if you want 

   to walk the entire 

   Glo Aur Walk 

   route to Llandaff) 
 Walk time: 
 Approx. 4.5 hours

Parking: 
There are sign posted car parks in Porth 

and at the station in Taff’s Well

 Travel information: 
 There are easy and regular bus and train 

    routes between Porth and Taff’s Well

This walk goes from the village of Porth, 
north of Cardiff, to the historic village of Taff’s 
Well, about ten miles away. The whole walk 
is wheelchair and buggy friendly if you stick 
to the cycle path. The walk follows part of the 
route of the annual commemorative Glo Aur 
Walk which takes place on July 15th each year 
to remember those who died in the Cymmer 
Colliery disaster of 1856. 

 Further information:
    www.cardiff.gov.uk 

    www.rctcbc.gov.uk

    www.insolecourt.org

    www.traveline.cymru/travel-info
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The Pop Factory

Directions
The walk begins in Morrison’s 

car park, next to an old coal 

mining trolley – a memorial to 

those who died in the disaster.

Leave the Colliery site/

Morrison’s via the pedestrian 

ramp and cross to pavement 

by the pedestrian crossings 

then turn right onto 

Pontypridd Rd (B4278). 

A short way along you will 

cross the top of Jenkin Street 

home to ‘The Pop Factory’.

The Pop Factory (ST 02792 91092, Jenkin Street)

The brick building with its impressive arch entrance, is today a music venue, but was once the 
home to the Welsh Hills soft drinks factory which later became the famous ‘Corona’ brand, 
delivering fizzy pop door-to-door. The company was created by Rhondda grocers William 
Evans and William Thomas. The original factory opened in the 1890s under the name of Welsh 
Hills Mineral Waters - the name Corona was adopted in the 1920s as the company expanded 
across Wales and England. The intention was to give thirsty miners a non-alcoholic alternative 
at a time when drunkenness was rife. When this didn’t work, they started selling door-to-door 
and had 200 horse and cart salesmen across South Wales. After it closed as a drinks company 
it was re-opened as a music and video complex – The Pop Factory – in 2000, when Sir Tom 
Jones launched the new venture by cracking open a bottle of fizzy dandelion and burdock pop.

Commemorative coal trolley

THE POP 
FACTORY
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Rhondda Heritage Park

Rhondda Heritage Centre (ST 03981 91117, ST 04071 91218 Rhondda 
Heritage Park, viewing spot, from walking route)

From here you will see the two winding wheels and the stack of the Rhondda Heritage Park, 
once the Lewis Merthyr Colliery. By 1896 the colliery employed more than 1,500 men. 
William Thomas Lewis – later Lord Merthyr – sunk two shafts, Bertie and Trefor, named after 
his sons. Bertie pit produced steam coal and Trefor pit produced house coal. These two pits, 
along with two others in the company, produced 20,000 tons of coal a week. In 1960 Lewis 
Merthyr was merged with Tymawr with coal production being switched to there. 
Lewis Merthyr remained to supply materials to the workings. Tymawr continued to work until 
its final closure in June 1983. The pit heads and buildings have been preserved and now form 
part of the Rhondda Heritage Park where people can visit for a coal mining experience and 
the guides are former miners.

Directions
Continue for some 300 yds 

then turn left over a railway 

bridge. Once over the bridge 

turn right (at Llwncelyn pub) 

still on the B4278. Follow this 

for about 550 yds, passing 

a Porth Harlequins RFC 

sign on your left, and then a 

factory (Beatus Cartons) in 

the industrial estate to your 

left. After the factory leave 

the main road by turning left 

at a car sales outlet (currently 

Rhondda Motor Co.) onto a 

road which soon swings right, 

ignore the Taff Trail sign and 

in 40 yds you come to a green 

barrier at the end of the road.  

Go through to access the 

surfaced footpath/cycle track, 

which will take you past the 

back of the Rhondda Heritage 

building on your right, beyond 

the railway and road.  

RHONDDA 
HERITAGE CENTRE
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Barry Sidings (ST 04889 90867)

This was originally the site of railway sidings where coal was once loaded from the Lewis 
Merthyr Colliery -now Rhondda Heritage Park - to be transported to the docks of Barry, from 
where it was exported across the world. After a while this very rural path, although not far 
away from buildings on left, opens out into a very pleasant picnic area with streams, small 
pools, little bridges, a “Tramroad Track”, a visitor centre and a children’s play area and cafe.  

Barry Sidings 
Directions
The path swings right and

 you cross a bridge over the 

river, immediately across turn 

left through barriers and then 

past a fenced in playing field 

on your right, river on the left. 

Then path swings right away 

from the river after a while, 

through a barrier to go under 

a railway bridge, with the river 

immediately on your left. Cross 

the road and go away from 

the main road with the Bertie 

pub on your right, go down 

Cadwgan Terrace, then on your 

left take the path signposted 

“2 miles to Pontypridd”. This 

section of the route will 

continue for two miles.
The Bertie

BARRY SIDINGS
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Hopkinstown (ST 05739 90638, from the footpath)

From the path to the left the village of Hopkinstown can be seen through the trees. It was once a thriving mining community with 
eight sunken shafts, six of which were linked collectively as ‘The Great Western Collieries’. It was also the place where John Hughes’ 
famous tune – ‘Cwm Rhondda’ –was first performed at the inauguration of the organ at Capel Rhondda in Hopkinstown in 1907. 
Wales’ unofficial national anthem, sung at big sporting fixtures, is often put with William Williams’ English lyrics, ‘Guide me O Thou 
Great Redeemer’ and informally called ‘Bread of Heaven’ for the repeated line.

Waterfall near Hopkinstown
Directions
Carry on through the park 

and the Barry Sidings car 

park and across a small road 

to keep on the cycle path.   

The path narrows but is still 

surfaced, with woods on either 

side. You’ll pass a sweet little 

waterfall on the right a minute 

or 2 out of the park. On the 

left is the River Rhondda down 

below and beyond that the 

village of Hopkinstown which 

you can see beyond the trees.

HOPKINSTOWN
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Pontypridd Lido (ST 07368 90060)

Built in 1927, Lido Ponty is a grade II listed outdoor swimming pool in Ynysangharad Park, 
Pontypridd, and is one of the last surviving facilities of its kind in the country. It was built 
to encourage local families to take part in outdoor activities at a time when heavy industry 
dominated the local landscape and polluted the environment. It closed in 1991 and became 
derelict. It had fallen into disrepair by the 1980s, resulting in its closure in 1991. Its £6.3 million 
restoration was completed in 2015, but during February 2020, Storm Dennis struck, and Lido 
Ponty was extensively damaged, requiring 1,000 tonnes of debris and water to be removed.
 It reopened again in May 2021.

With lifeguard 
 Harriet Kehl

Surfaced path

Directions
Leaving the path, you enter a 
road, Golygfa’r Eglwys and after 
about 200 yards you come to a 
T-junction. Cross the road, and 
then turn right, going gently 
uphill on a left curve for 250yds 
approx., until just before a road 
junction, you turn left off the 
road, at small “Rhondda Fach” 
trail sign and down a surfaced 
path.This path swings right, then 
left, downhill for 25 yds then you 
cross a road, look left and you see 
Sardis Road rugby stadium, home 
of Pontypridd RFC. Down another 
track opposite for another 20yds 
then left to a big road junction. 
Turn right at the lights, cross the 
2 sets of them for same road and 
go under the concrete bridge, on 
a pavement protected from the 
traffic by railings. Across the road 
on your left you will see “Thomas 
Recruitment” and later “Stardust 
Bingo” and behind you Pontypridd 
Railway Station, as you turn left 
and cross busy road, again by 2 
sets of consecutive lights.
Turn left at “Chicken Land 
“towards town centre, swing 
slightly right and in 60 yards 
at beginning of pedestrianised 
area turn right to cross a foot 
bridge over the river and into 
Ynysangharad Park.

PONTYPRIDD 
LIDO
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Jenny James

Lido Ponty
Derek says, “While I was in the park it was just too tempting not to take a dip in the Lido – and, on a beautiful summer’s day, it was glorious. While I was 
there, I also heard the story of long-distance swimmer Jenny James, who trained at the Lido and swam the English Channel – the first Welsh person to do 
so. Jenny completed her epic swim in 19 51 in just under 14 hours at the age of 24. She came home to a hero’s welcome from the town. She spent the rest 
of her career teaching youngsters to swim in Pontypridd.”
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Evan and James James Memorial (ST 07540 90140)

The memorial is to Evan and James James, the Father and Son composers of the Welsh 
National anthem “Mae Hen Wlad fy Nhadau”, or ‘Land of My Fathers’ in English. 
Evan a weaver, wool merchant and poet from Pontypridd wrote the lyrics and James, 
the musician of the family composed the melody. It was originally called Glan Rhondda - 
The banks of the Rhondda - giving rise to the tradition that the tune had come to James as 
he walked on the bank of the River Rhondda.

Memorial

Memorial close up detail 

Directions
Before leaving the park head 

to up from the lido and to 

the right, of the children’s 

play area towards the 

bandstand. Just north of that, 

up the slope, is a memorial 

worth a visit.

MEMORIAL
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Glyntaff Cemetery (ST 08583 89264)

The vast cemetery opened in 1874. It contains the oldest Crematorium in Wales, and has links 
with Dr William Price (1800-1893), who lived in Pontypridd and was active in establishing 
cremation as a legal form of disposal of the dead in Great Britain in 1884. Among the graves 
are two Victoria Cross recipients - Samuel Meekosha, later Samuel Ingham, who was awarded 
his following his bravery in Belgium during the First World War. He was 22 at the time, when 
he took command of his unit during heavy bombardment and helped save at least four lives. 
He died in Oakdale, Blackwood. The other recipient was Samuel Vickery, who was serving in 
the Tirah Campaign in India in 1897 and rescued a comrade under heavy fire. Later he showed 
extreme bravery when he was separated from his company and killed three of the enemy who 
attacked him.

CemeteryTaff Trail sign

Directions
Head out or the park and use 
the traffic lights to cross under 
the A470 towards the retail park 
on the other side. At the corner 
swing right 180 degrees onto 
Ynysangharad Road, and in 100 
yds go through some bollards 
and a further 100 yds on turn 
right at the pub and go through 
the end of the car park. Soon you 
reach a little old bridge across 
what used to be the Glamorgan 
Canal, on the narrow concrete 
path, with the remains of the 
canal sometimes on your left and 
the A470 always on your right 
carry on past 2 semi-detached 
cottages and in 300 yards 
you reach the junction. Cross 
the road to the far pavement, 
turn right and proceed for 800 
yards with the A470 on the 
right. Then bear left (blue sign 
“Glyntaf Crematorium. At the 
traffic lights, don’t take the road 
down to the A470, but soon at 
a roundabout take the 3rd exit 
(Lower Glyntaff Campus sign) 
then 30 yards up a short slope 
to a big sign telling you that you 
are on the Taff Trail. Through 
the barrier and on to the track, 
the buildings of the University 
of Glamorgan and on your left a 
vast graveyard.

GLYNTAFF 
CEMETERY
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China works 

Nantgarw China Works (ST 12044 85439)

Nantgarw China Works is the only surviving early C19th porcelain works in the United 
Kingdom. In the years 1813-1814 and again in the period 1817-1820 the finest porcelain in 
the world was produced here by William Billingsley, one of the most remarkable porcelain 
painters and manufacturers of his time. Nantgarw appealed to Billingsley as a location because 
of its proximity to a canal for transport; the ready supply of coal for the kiln and cheap labour 
in South Wales. Today the China Works is home to museum celebrating the history of China 
Works from 1813 – 1920 as well as running popular ceramic and glass making workshops, 
hosting ceramic exhibitions and since 2018 it has once again started to make porcelain from 
the original Nantgarw recipe.

Shady path

Directions
From here to the Caerphilly/

Taff’s Well road you have 3 

miles of a tarmacked footpath/

cycle track, thanks to Sustrans.  

Never too far from habitation 

but shielded from it and the 

road for most of the way 

by vegetation with ample 

signposts. No real need to give 

directions, just keep on the 

track and in case of silent fast 

cyclists coming from behind, 

don’t meander without looking 

over your shoulder. As you get 

further south lovely views of 

the Garth Mountain/Hill off to 

the right. After a red gate cross 

a minor road and the path 

continues through housing, 

go through a grey gate onto 

“Heol y Gors”.

NANTGARW 
CHINA WORKS
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Derek and 
Sally Stubbings 

Making a fine china cup
Derek says, “While I was at Nantgarw China Works ceramicist Sally Stubbings told me all about the history of the place and let me have a go at making 
one of the fine porcelain cups. The delicate cups are all handmade and painted and can sell for as much as £1,500 each today. I must admit Sally only let 
me loose on pouring the liquid porcelain or ‘slip’ into the moulds and even that didn’t go totally to plan. As I poured the liquid into the handle mould it 
made a very rude noise which set me off with the giggles. The museum really is worth a visit.”



P O RT H  TO  TA F F ’ S  W E L L

W E AT H E R M A N  WA L K I N G PA G E  1 4

Taff’s Well (ST 11933 83657)

The Thermal Spring, in Taff’s Well Park, is Wales’s only thermal spring and is the smallest in 
the world. It is over 5,000 years old and is visited by hundreds of visitors a year. The water in 
the spiral-stepped well, which plunges four metres into the ground, is always around 21.6 
degrees C. Originally falling as rain in the Brecon Beacons, the water flows downwards through 
cracks and fissures in the bedrock, some 400 meters below ground. It then flows under the 
South Wales coalfield, before emerging at Taff’s Well. Scientists have calculated it takes 
around 5,000 years for the water to filter through, which means the water in the well today 
once fell as rain around 3000BC. The well is currently in a poor state after being devastated 
by Storm Dennis in 2020 but, at one time it was a popular destination with bathers who would 
come to the open-air pool at the site. This was closed in the 1950s and later filled in.
There are current plans to harness the warm water from the well to heat the local primary 
school and bowling pavilion in the hope of making them carbon neutral.

Taffs well postcardCycle path at Nantgawr

Directions
Leaving the works, you need 

to head toward Taff’s Well and 

the most attractive route is to 

head down the slope in front 

of the works, when you hit the 

main road turn left to cross 

both the A4054 and lower 

Cardiff Road safely. Near the 

roundabout is the centre to 

a cycle lane -National Cycle 

Route 6. Continue along this 

for approx. 1 mile to a small 

junction (ST 12023 84413) 

where you turn right to join 

Cardiff Road. Turn left and 

walk along the residential road 

until you get to the Taff’s Well 

Inn and signs to Taff’s Well via 

a small tarmacked road, which 

passes the bowling green in 

the park.

TAFF’S WELL
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Insole Court

End of the Walk
Derek says, “When I left Taff’s Well, I hopped on the train to get me to Llandaff so I could be back to meet the Glo Aur walkers as they arrived at Insole 
Court, the impressive house owned by Cymmer Colliery mine owner, who many held responsible for the disaster. It was really moving to see all the 
youngsters from Cantonian High School handing in their lumps of coal which they had carried with them and which were then added to the memorial in 
the grounds. I really enjoyed this walk which was so full of history… and I also really enjoyed my dip in Lido Ponty.”


