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The Weatherman Walking maps are intended as a guide 
to help you walk the route. We recommend using an 
OS map of the area in conjunction with this guide. 
Routes and conditions may have changed since this 
guide was written. 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf 
of HMSO. © Crown copyright and database right 2009. 
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 
100019855.

The BBC takes no responsibility for any accident or injury 
that may occur while following the route. Always wear 
appropriate clothing and footwear and check weather 
conditions before heading out.
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Landscape

 Start: 
 Capel Curig

 Starting Ref: 
 SH 72073 58139 

   Grade: 
   Easy to moderate. 

   Follow the Slate 

   Trail signage, 

   which is well 

   marked along 

   the route.
   Distance: 
   Approx. 6 miles 

 Walk time: 
 Approx. 3.5 hours

Parking: 
There is a small free car park in Capel 

Curig off the service road in the middle 

of the village opposite the traffic island. 

Betws-y-Coed has several large car parks, 

all well marked and fee-paying.

 Travel information: 
 There is a regular bus service, the S2  

    which runs between the station at 

    Betws-y-Coed and Capel Curig. See local 

    timetables for details. 

This 6-mile walk is routed in the heart of the 
Snowdonia National Park in North Wales.
It follows a section of The Slate Trail, starting 
in the village of Capel Curig, and runs east 
across fields, woods and alongside the River 
Llugwy and passing the famous Swallow Falls 
waterfalls before reaching the picturesque 
town of Betws-y-Coed.

 Further information:
    www.conwy.gov.uk

    www.snowdonia.gov.wales
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View of Capel Curig and beyond
Directions
Capel Curig is a village that 

spreads out along the A5 and 

A4086. The car park is behind 

the small row of shops at the 

point where the two roads 

meet. From here it’s a short 

drop back down to the small 

triangle of grass, adorned with 

a signpost where this walk is 

starting from.

Capel Curig (SH 72073 58139)

Capel Curig is officially recorded as ‘the wettest place in Britain’! It can be wet, but it is a 
slightly unfair statistic simply because there is a weather station sited in the village from 
where readings are taken. The village is known in the outdoor pursuit world because of the 
mountains. It stands in a crucial fork in the road. Go north-west along the A5 Nant Ffrancon 
Pass and you’re into the glacial wildernesses of the Glyders and Carneddau, with the triangular 
peak of Tryfan looming above the waters of Llyn Ogwen. Go south-east and you’re soon at the 
foot of Snowdon and the boulder strewn Llanberis Pass, where the team that first conquered 
Everest trained. 

Capel Curig sign

CAPEL 
CURIG

1
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Capel Curig Chapel and graveyard

St Julitta’s Church (SH 71837 57985)

St Julitta’s Church here was originally known as Curig’s Chapel. It was renamed in 1883 when a new, larger church was built in the 
village. It’s the smallest church in Snowdonia. This building is thought to date from the 15th or early 16th century. The original building 
was in a rustic style, in common with other churches in and near the Conwy Valley. Legend has it that the church was built at the behest 
of a local gentlewoman whose skin disease was cured by washing the affected areas with water from a spring nearby. In the graveyard 
are a number of graves in memory of mountain climbers who lost their lives in Snowdonia. They include Edmund Wigram, who took 
part in the 1935 expedition to survey proposed routes for the first ascent of Everest. There are also two side-by-side graves for a pair of 
medical students and friends who fell 500ft to their deaths from Idwal Slabs, Ogwen Valley on 14 February 1937. As they’d been roped 
together, when one slipped, he was bound to take the other down. 

Directions
Although my walk is going to 

head north, first I am heading 

south a short distance along 

the A4086, across the stone 

bridge, and taking a left turn 

to the church that gave the 

village its name. It’s a low-level 

church and down a short 

slope so can be easy to miss 

from the road.

ST JULITTA’S 
CHURCH
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The Slate Trail (SH 73169 58139, wooden bridge)

The Slate Trail was designed in 2017 by walker Aled Owen to not only celebrate the stunning 
but less frequented landscape of Snowdonia but also to promote the former slate mining 
communities in the area. It’s a circular 83-mile walk going through all the major mountain 
ranges rather than over the mountains themselves. It also takes in several narrow-gauge 
railways including Penrhyn Quarry Railway, Llanberis Lake Railway, Snowdon Mountain 
Railway, the Welsh Highland Light Railway and the Ffestiniog Railway. Slate was mined 
or quarried in the area since Roman times and was the largest supplier of slate globally, 
employing thousands of people and giving rise to the phrase that Welsh slate 
“roofed the world”.

Wooden Bridge

Directions
Retrace your steps into the 

centre of the village, as you 

cross the bridge look out for 

some old acts of vandalism! 

Some are dated as far back 

as 1909. At the central 

signpost cross to the north 

next to the former – and now 

decommissioned - later church 

and follow the Slate Trail signs 

over the stile and up through 

the field. As you rise a small 

mountain, Y Pincin, will be on 

your right.

Slate Trail

THE
 SLATE TRAIL
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The top

Mountain Climbing
Derek says, “As this area is so famous for mountain climbing, I thought I should have a go with the help of instructor Dave Evans from the nearby Plas 
Y Brennin mountain centre. Dave took me up a ‘beginner’s’ climb, but I have to say I found that even quite challenging. But it really helped having him 
directing me where to put my hands, feet, knees. When I got to the top it felt really exhilarating and the views were absolutely spectacular. People come 
from all over the world to climb these mountains and I can really understand why.”
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Ugly house/Ty Hyll (SH 75601 57560)

No one is certain how or why the house got its name but one theory is that it is a corruption 
of the name of the river Llugwy which runs nearby or it could come from the big stones used 
to build it as hyll also means rough/crude as well as ugly. Today it is owned by the Snowdonia 
Society and run as a pretty café with charming gardens and an education room to teach people 
about bees and beekeeping.

Stile

Ugly House
Directions
The trail is well defined and 

waymarked and leads north for 

some distance before turning 

east and running way above 

but parallel to the busy A5. 

The path crosses over several 

small streams and a fairly 

high wooden stile and you 

may well be joined by sheep 

along the way. It also passes 

through shaded woodland 

before joining a tarmacked 

section. About two miles on 

the path bends back to join 

the A5 and a rather unusual 

house - the Ugly House.

UGLY HOUSE/
TY HYLL
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River Llugwy (SH 75782 57516)

The River Llugwy in Welsh: Afon Llugwy, is a tributary of the River Conwy, and has its source 
at Ffynnon Llugwy, a lake in the Carneddau range of mountains. It runs for about 40 kms or 25 
miles. The Carneddau include a number of the highest peaks in Wales but are less well known 
than other neighbouring mountains of Snowdonia.

The bridge

River Llwgwy
Directions
From the Ugly House cross to 

the left in front of the small 

car park and, next to the stone 

road bridge, there are signs to 

follow the Slate Trail. Go down 

the stone steps which will take 

you to the level of the water 

and the River Llugwy will be 

fast flowing to your right.

RIVER LLUGWY
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Swallow Falls (SH 76528 57780)

Swallow falls is an area of outstanding natural beauty where the river Llugwy flows through 
a narrow chasm creating a spectacular waterfall amongst a background of beech, conifer 
and birch trees. It is thought that the English name arose from a mishearing of the Welsh 
word ewynnol (foaming) or the similar-sounding y wennol (swallow), whatever it’s called, it’s 
spectacular. From the A5 you can buy a ticket at the booth to walk down the steps to get close 
to the Falls. They do get very popular at peak times.

Derek at Swallow Falls

Swall Falls from the Slate Trail

Directions
Continuing to head east you 

follow the course of the river – 

beautiful in dappled sunlight, 

cross another tall stile and 

arrive on a section of still 

well defined but more rugged 

pathway. With about a mile 

to go you arrive at the north 

side of one of the area’s most 

famous landmarks - Swallow 

Falls. In the summer the 

view of the falls is somewhat 

masked by foliage so, if you 

have time, it is worth adding on 

a visit to see it in all its glory 

from the south side via the A5.

SWALLOW 
FALLS
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Back to the river

Britain’s first artist’s colony (SH 78982 56773)

Betws-y-Coed’s fame grew in the mid-1800s when artists and travellers stayed in the attractive 
coaching inns which lined the route from London to Holyhead and walked out to explore the 
landscape. Famous names like Turner travelled through but David Cox, considered one of the 
greatest landscape painters, made his first of many visits to Betws in 1844 and fell in love with 
the area. He stayed in the Royal Oak Hotel which today still proudly displays one of his works 
in the lobby. During the Napoleonic wars of the late 18th and early 19th century British artists 
were unable to travel to their favourite European mountain destinations such as The Alps so 
had started to explore the UK. From 1844 to 1914 so many artists had settled in the area that 
it became Britain’s first artists’ colony.

Wooden bridge

Directions
Back on the Slate Trail 

there’s about another mile of 

woodland to walk through, 

including tall pine forests and 

a couple of small wooden 

bridges. The track will then join 

a short section of tarmacked 

road before dropping down 

off to the right through more 

woodland, to join with the 

river again. Cross an open area 

of grassland and through a 

kissing gate to enter woodland 

adjoining the fast-flowing 

river as you approach 

Betws-y-Coed. 

BRITAIN’S 
FIRST ARTIST’S 

COLONY
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Art lesson

Makings of an artist
Derek says, “Walking in the footsteps of many great artists I thought I should also try to create a work of art. Meeting up with renowned artist Alison 
Bradley and an art group, I was given some advice in charcoal drawing. I used to be ok at art at school, but I’ve really not done anything since and I was 
surprised at just how relaxing it was, sitting on the edge of the river sketching away. I have to say I was also pretty proud of my end result.”
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Pont-y-Pair (SH 79143 56691, Bridge)

This pretty five-arch bridge that spans over the Afon Llugwy River was originally built in the 
1500s by Hywel Saer Maen. ‘Saer Maen’ being the Welsh word for stonemason. Its original 
purpose was to provide a means for packhorses to cross over the river. But it was later widened 
in the 1800s to allow stagecoaches to use it too. By 1887, the Pont-y-Pair bridge had become 
one of the most popular tourist attractions in the village, featuring on postcards and paintings. 
The name means the Bridge of the Cauldron! This is because the water that flows under the 
bridge swirls like it’s in a boiling cauldron.

The Bridge at Betws 

Approaching Betws-y-Coed

Directions
Keep heading along the 

course of the water, including 

a section of boardwalk. 

Arriving on the tarmacked 

road in Betws pass the car park 

on the left and continue along 

the road and follow the right-

hand bend onto the stone 

Pont-y-Pair bridge. 

PONT-Y-PAIR
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Betws-y-Coed (SH 79498 56560, by the station entrance)

Betws-y-Coed translates in English as Chapel or Prayer House in the Woods (the Gwydir 
Forest). The village stands in a valley near the point where the River Llugwy and the River 
Lledr join the River Conwy. In the medieval period, the local lead mining industry brought 
miners and their families to the village. It grew in size after 1800 when transport routes 
improved between the UK and Ireland and the main road to Holyhead passed through the 
village. In 1815, the Waterloo Bridge, built by Thomas Telford, opened to carry the Irish 
Mail road across the River Conwy and through Betws. In 1868 Betws-y-Coed railway station 
opened with the completion of the Conwy Valley line. The railway was built to serve the 
mineral industries in Blaenau Ffestiniog. With the arrival of the railway from Llandudno 
Junction railway station, the village’s population increased and it began to become a 
tourist destination.

Betws

The Bridge Directions
Crossing the bridge turn left 

and head down the main street 

to get to the centre of the 

village with all its shops and 

cafes. Cross the large park to 

arrive at the station, the end 

point on this walk, near a large 

car park and public transport.

BETWS-Y-COED
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End of the walk with Dr Erin Lloyd 
Jones and art group chums

End of the Walk
Derek says, “This was a really beautiful and relaxing walk. The views along the Slate Trail were stunning and there’s something about following the 
course of a river which also seems to help you along a walk. I really enjoyed my mountain climbing experience and my art lesson.”


