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Web script for Cooper’s Auctions 

Presenter: Matt Allwright 

Part 1 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) (in an announcer style voice) 
Welcome to another edition of Tat in the Loft with your host, Lenza Senner… 
 

ACTOR (antiques expert): Car boot sale you say?  

 

LADY: Yes. 

 

ACTOR: Wonderful item. All the features are absolutely wonderful, the little doves there, the charming little 

fingers, the angelic wings, absolutely wonderful. Anything to do with angels or cherubs always going to be very 

very popular. Craftsmanship with a capital C. Have you had this particular item insured?  

 

LADY: Erm no. I’ve haven’t  

 

ACTOR: Good, they’re ten a penny, cheap as chips 

 

MATT (TO CAMERA) 

It never happens like that does it? Which I personally think is a shame. But for a second there you might 

have been thinking that this was very valuable because we’d created the expectation in your mind that it 

was.  

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

Yeah, you might have done. It was just this sort of expectation that convinced Iman Tawfik 

to fork out £600 for this painting of nudey women bathing. You see the auctioneer led her 

to believe it was very, very valuable 

 

 

MATT: Ok, it’s not really to my taste, I have to say…  

 

IMAN: The only reason I bought it was because he quoted it as having a value of ten thousand dollars. I thought I 

can take this sell it in another auction and make some money.  

 

MATT: And this is because you’re given a valuation on it, by someone you believe to be impartial acting as an 

auctioneer, so they must have some kind of expertise..  

 

IMAN: And I thought, what do I know about art 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

But in reality, the painting isn’t worth anything like 10,000 dollars…. more like two hundred  

 

IMAN: And he said that these are bankruptcies.. and they have to sell, and that’s how come you can get 

something at a fraction of the price.  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

 

The man she’d trusted was the chief auctioneer of Cooper’s Fine Art Auctions (UK) LTD. 

Please, not to be confused with any other company of a similar name.  

 

They hold so-called bankruptcy auctions every week at a different top London hotel, 
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offering all manner of goods at knock-down prices…   

 

Oooo.. look at all these things.. I like things. But I don’t know much about them so, I’ve 

brought in Aubrey Dawson, an antiques expert and auctioneer to take a closer look at 

some more things bought at Cooper’s auctions.  

 

MATT: So we are surrounded by Coopers booty, these are all bargains by the way. And on the bottom of this one 

it says Valentine Crystal E 895.00 so clearly they’re saying it is worth nearly 900 euros. 

 

AUBREY: That’s ridiculous, there is no other word for it. They’re not crystal, they’re glass, undoubtedly, probably 

made in china, not very good quality and they’re worth a tenth of that.  

 

MATT: Have a look at this again from Coopers, it’s a Fluery, 2012, very good year .  

This is an investment wine, crucially, and that presumably means that in time it’ll be worth more than you paid 

for it. What do you think of that?  

 

AUBREY: It’s a nice bottle, nice red. You can buy these from wholesale cash and carry type places for about ten 

pound a bottle. So one hundred and twenty pounds for a case. Good Value.  

 

MATT: OK yeah, well that’s a shame that you say that, because these were purchased at a coopers auction for 

over three hundred pounds for the case. 

 Are they likely to appreciate in value?  

 

AUBREY: You’d need to hang on to those for a long time before they accumulated any additional value. 

Particularly at £30 a bottle, as opposed to £10. 

 

MATT: Now, if you take a look behind you, you will see a painting.  

 

AUBREY: It’s a very modern picture. If you touch it, the paint is almost still a little bit tacky. This is painted very 

recently in the last few years.  

 

MATT: The valuation placed on this by Coopers was around ten thousand pounds.  

 

AUBREY: For how many?  

 

MATT: Just for this one 

 

AUBREY: Just the one?  

 

MATT: Just that one there. Yes 

 

AUBREY: I think you could buy that picture quite easily at most local sale rooms for between two and three 

hundred.  

 

MATT: I need your help Aubrey  

 

AUBREY: Love to help, definitely… 

 

MATT: I have one more Item for you. Using your expertise, can you tell what’s in this box?  

 

AUBREY: I have no idea 
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MATT: It’s a top secret hidden camera. Could you take this to a Coopers Auction for us and have a look at what’s 

is going on.  

 

AUBREY: I would love to.   

 

MATT: There you go 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

 

And, with hidden cameras in place, Aubrey and our team visit two of Cooper’s Sunday 

auctions.  

  

(music gap) 

 

Both are at central London hotels, unconnected to Cooper’s. It’s clear straightaway that 

these auctions are massive operations, which look very professional   

 

The walls are lined with the so-called bankrupt stock... There are lamps, watches, bronzes, 

paintings, rugs, bags and wine. 

 

Aubrey and a couple of hundred other potential buyers are given one hour to browse the 

goodies on sale, and to chat to Coopers ‘experts’.. who are keen to stress the amazing 

bargains they have on offer.... 

 

COOPERS STAFF: So that would be in the gallery around about what – two and a half, three thousand? You’re 

looking at a third of its price… 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

Then, as business is about to get underway, the chief auctioneer himself begins to address 

the crowd..  

 

COOPERS STAFF: I want you to have bargain today. I want you to leave here tonight and go: for God sake I’ve 

enjoyed myself 
 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

We move to the front for a closer look – while he’s giving some useful advice for anyone 

looking for a watch…  

 

COOPERS STAFF: A rolex watch, without the paperwork.. I wouldn’t buy it. All our watches have got the original 

paperwork with them in the box 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

Hang on -That auctioneer looks familiar…  

And when our cameras get up even closer… The penny drops..  

 

MATT (TO CAMERA) I know this guy. I’ve met him before. It’s a meeting I shall never forget.  
 

MATT (VOICE OVER)  

Back in 2010, I investigated a company called Nationwide Auctions. Just like Coopers, we’d 

had complaints they were lying about the true value of the goods they had on sale. 

 

The same man was running these auctions... And when I turned up to confront him in 
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Gillingham, this is what happened…  

 

 

MATT: Matt Allwright, BBC Rogue Traders. These have been bought at Nationwide Auctions before 

 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

The company wasn’t best pleased to see me – 

MATT: These were sold to us as handmade Swiss watches… advertised as Hundreds or thousands  of dollars in 

value. 

How much do you think you can buy them in Hong Kong for? How much?10 – 40 pounds in Hong Kong..  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

I was soon unceremoniously bundled out…  

 

MATT: Rogue Traders. You’ve been busted 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

Back then, we only knew him as Alan.  

 

But we now know him to be Alan Cooper – the brains behind Cooper’s Fine Art Auctions - 

a much bigger outfit, now operating in the heart of London.  

 

 

ALAN COOPER: At 9 I’m selling the diamond ring 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

I wonder how he’s going to react this time when he finds out I’m back on his trail? 

 

 

Part 2 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

Antiques expert Aubrey Dawson is undercover for us at one of Alan Cooper's weekly 

bankruptcy auctions. But before it gets underway, he moves in on the man himself to ask 

how he values the goods on offer… 

 

ALAN COOPER:  

We’ve got the research, and we’ve looked at websites all over the world, globally. And tell you how much they are, 

and when they are, and what they’ve sold for, and who’s had them, and what galleries have had them. So we can 

give you this information. 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

But as the auction gets into full swing, and he unveils the day’s star lot, we get a clear 

indication that Alan Cooper’s price estimates are….….astronomical! 

 

ALAN COOPER: Ladies and Gentlemen. This is the best diamond on planet Earth. I wish Elizabeth Taylor was 

here.   

MUSIC 

(Audience laughs) 

 

ALAN COOPER: There is no better. This is the best on planet earth. Now this was on Sale. Eight hundred and 

fifty thousand.   
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COMM 

The best diamond on planet earth on sale in a hotel conference room? How much does he 

want exactly? 

ALAN COOPER: One twenty, Can we start at one hundred thousand? I have a bid of eighty thousand pounds. 

Eighty thousand  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

This is unbelievable!  

ALAN COOPER: Eighty thousand finished. No further 

MATT (TO CAMERA) News Room?  Yes. Have I got a story for you  

 

NEWSREADER (TO CAMERA) A Very Rare Special Diamond, thought to be the only one on the planet, 

has gone up for Sale at Coopers Auctions in London today.  

The Diamond claimed to be worth £850,000 sold for just £80,000.   

 

MATT (TO CAMERA) Stop.. Stop!! That’s a load of old battleships… When you see it like that you 

realise just how ridiculous it is.  

MATT (VOICE OVER) 

Yes, Alan Cooper’s full of it…  

 

But to prove the point, it’s time to make some purchases of our own…   Something a little 

cheaper perhaps… How about an Afghan rug?  Cos one’s just going up for sale. 

ALAN COOPER: Retail is five and half to six thousand pound… in Harrods..  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER)  

What price is he willing to accept for it?  

 

ALAN COOPER: Watch this… I’ll take three hundred pound. 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER)  

At that price it’s a bargain… so we start bidding.  

 

ALAN COOPER: At seven hundred pounds I’m selling.  

….It’s five and a half grand in Harrods. I have nine hundred. All done and finished there at nine finally….Over 

there sir 

MATT (VOICE OVER)  

And wouldn’t you know it – it’s us that’s won…  

 

ALAN COOPER: 1 – 0 – 0 - 7 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER)  

Yeah, our number ends OO7. Er, that’s cool 

 

With the prowess of a superspy Aubrey’s snapped up the rug for 900 pounds plus 

commission…. And after picking up another little pressie for me – he’s out the door 

quicker than odd-job in a hat shop.  

 

 

AUBREY: Right, there we go.  

 

MATT: A rug.  
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AUBREY: A nice rug for you. And that, not sure if it’ll match your outfit, but it’s the closest I could find.  

 

MATT: A hand bag. You really shouldn’t have  

 

AUBREY: I know I really shouldn’t have  

 

MATT: I’ll check that out later, but that’s have a look at this rug, OK. What have we got here   

 

AUBREY: Here we have a modern carpet, a woollen carpet, handmade. Made in Afghanistan from the Khall 

Mohammadi tribe.  Quite a nice rug, However, we paid a lot of money for it  

 

MATT: OK, what was the valuation they placed on this during the auction?  

 

AUBREY: We were told that this rug would be five thousand pounds and that these were sold in Harrods 

 

MATT: How much did we pay for it?  

 

AUBREY: Just over a thousand. This carpet is worth three to four hundred pounds.  

 

MATT: Right 

MATT (VOICE OVER)  

Before you ask, we’ve checked with Harrods. And no, they’ve never sold it, let alone at that 

price. So the carpet isn’t magic.   

 

But what about our handbag.  Apparently it’s a Krrug. You’ve heard of them, yeah? 

 

ALAN COOPER: Every airport at some one time had a Krrug. This is the latest design, before they went into 

liquidation. Are you ready for this? 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Cooper’s staff have handed out catalogues which seem to show that 

these bags are worth about a grand each. So when bidding starts at just twenty pounds, 

there’s A LOT of interest from the crowd… 

 

 

ALAN COOPER: Are you ready for this?  Twenty pound right now, twenty, forty, fifty. I could get more, but I don’t 

want to, it’s corrupting. 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Yes, Cooper actually stops the bidding at just £50 – and sells 10 of 

these supposedly designer bags in one go to different buyers...  

 

(Cooper reading numbers) 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) So has he just generously gifted us all a brilliant deal or is he up to 

something else?  You know what? I need a handbag expert. That’s a first..  

 

 

MATT: Laura, how do you do.  

 

LAURA: Hello, pleased to meet you  

 

MAT: How does it feel to be the official Rogue Traders bag lady?  
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LAURA: I’m really looking forward to it 

 

MATT: Well, what a treat we have.  Because this is only a Krrug handbag.  

 

LAURA: Wow 

 

MATT: What do you think of that?   

 

LAURA: What a specimen.  

 

LAURA: How much did you pay for this bag?  

 

MATT: Well, look here’s the funny thing, there’s a tag here. And on it, it has the price of One Thousand two 

hundred and ten euros.  

 

LAURA: Right ….. 

 

MATT: I’d be eager to get your thoughts..  

 

LAURA: First thing I’d be noticing is the packaging, the presentation. Unbranded flimsy, you could tear this. The 

packaging of the handles, flimsy plastic again. Flimsy lame piece of cardboard and sellotape....Someone’s old 

wrapping paper. These threads are loose. I would say that this bag is quite a poor attempt 

 

MATT: Have you ever heard of Krrug with two R’s 

 

LAURA: I haven’t no. It’s not one that’s flagged up on your radar. It’s not one that I recognise  

 

MATT: What valuation would you, Laura, place on this bag?  

 

LAURA: I would say that this bag is worth less than a hundred pounds.  

 

MATT: Could you put a firmer price on it than that?   

 

LAURA: Seventeen pounds  

 

MATT: Seventeen?  (laughs) ….I’m going to leave this with you  

 

LAURA: Please don’t  

 

MATT: Thank you very much.  

 

LAURA  

Thank you  

 

MATT: Nice to meet you  

 

LAURA: Bye 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) So regardless of whether you spends tens, hundreds or even 

thousands of pounds - you still can’t trust a word that Alan Cooper says. 
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Part 3 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Another Coopers auction…  

 

And more unsuspecting buyers are arriving at a luxury hotel in the hope of picking up a 

bargain..  

 

They don’t realise that Alan Cooper is lying to them about the value of the goods. But I’m 

planning to tell them…  

 

MATT (TO CAMERA) It was eventful last time.. What will happen this time when I let the audience, 

customers know that perhaps, you know, everything is not quite as it would seem..  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) While I’m waiting in the van, several members of the Rogue 

Traders team are positioned inside with hidden cameras.  

 

There’s one sat in the crowd.  

One just roving about.  

One in the front row  

And one more just for luck.  

 

I‘ve gotta be honest, I’m a little worried about going in.. You see, Mr Cooper has a lot of 

big fellas working for him. And they’re very good at lifting Heavy fings - like people - out of 

their auctions.   

 

There’s no way I’ll get past the security on the front door. .. But luckily one of our team has 

spotted a fire exit that’s been left open…  

 

So we seize our chance..  

 

MATT (THROUGH LOUDHAILER) Hello there people, It’s Matt Allwright from BBC Rogue 

Traders. You may be familiar with the programmes I do. We tend to investigate people who don’t 

behave themselves and I’m going to take as my example here Mr Alan Cooper of Coopers Auctions. 

  

MATT (VOICE OVER) No reaction from Cooper... his large friends on the other hand get 

stuck in.  

 

MATT (THROUGH LOUDHAILER) He routinely lies about the items, the items that….  

MATT: No NO that’s mine.  

AUCTION STAFF: I know it’s yours. 

MATT: You can’t do that, what you are doing.  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) So I was going Once. 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) The Camera was going twice 

BBC security: Don’t keep pushing, don’t keep pushing,. We’re out now, just go back in… 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) And it was curtains for the producer.  

But others members of our team are still undercover inside – where Cooper’s desperately 

trying to shrug it off.  

 

Alan Cooper: We do get a lot of crank traders, that is for certain.    
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MATT (TO CAMERA) I think they can still hear me in there! (Through loudhailer) If you want to come 

and join me outside I’ll give you the full story. And Alan Cooper, if you want to come and have a chat 

too, we’d love to talk to you… 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Mr Cooper doesn’t take up my offer - But many of his potential 

customers do….  

 

MATT: (To public outside auction)  

The items that presumably  you guys were about to be sold.. Perhaps you would have bid on… The value was 

exaggerated hugely...  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Most of these customers soon leave… but there are still plenty left 

inside..  allowing Mr Cooper to resume proceedings. 

 

ALAN COOPER: Right I’ve requested to carry on.  

 

MATT (TO CAMERA) There’s one more thing that we ought to say. We did kind of anticipate that this 

might be the end result. So today at Alan Cooper’s auction, here in the middle of London….There is a 

guest speaker. 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Unbeknownst to Mr Cooper, one of the team has managed to 

smuggle a large battery-powered speaker into the auction.  

 

And we’re about to start playing a message from me to again warn the audience about 

Alan Cooper.   

 

MUSIC: Bad Boys, Bad Boys, what you gonna do… 

 

MATT’S VOICE FROM SPEAKER: Hello ladies and gentlemen, Matt Allwright from BBC Rogue Traders here, if 

you’re hearing this it means that I’ve been….. 

 

ALAN COOPER: Right….Let me explain what we’re going to do with you. 

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) At last a reaction from Mr Cooper himself... And now he shows the 

man he really is. 

 

ALAN COOPER: Rob’s going to come over and he’s going … to cause you… pain….Have you got that?  

 

Rob! … Go over… and slap him senseless …right now, take two or three lads with you.  

 

Yeah, these prison officers seem to know what they’re doing hey.  

 

MATT (VOICE OVER) Thankfully, they don’t follow their bosses’ order to cause our guys 

pain. Instead, in the same way I was, they are manhandled out of the room and thrown out 

of the front door…. 

 

ALAN COOPER: If you don’t like the way we do it, just keep quiet and behave yourself and have manners  

 

MATT (TO CAMERA) Once again we go in to a Coopers Auction, Once again we are bundled out for 

merely trying to tell Alan Cooper’s Customers the truth about the situation they’re in, and the truth 

about the lies that he tells.  
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Alan Cooper, Coopers Auctions, nice people to do business with.  

 

 


