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STAR MAP   LOOKING NORTH

JANUARY-MARCH LOOKING NORTH EARLY EVENING

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
In the UK, this is called the Plough and is part of a larger 
constellation called Ursa Major (Latin for Great Bear).  
The Plough is also known as the Big Dipper or the Saucepan  
in other countries.

Use the Plough’s ‘pointer’ stars to locate Polaris, the Pole Star, 
which marks the end of the tail of Ursa Minor, the Little Bear. 
The two stars at the other end of Ursa Minor  
(Kochab and Pherkad) are known as the Guardians of the Pole.

Using just your eyes, look carefully at the star in the middle of 
the Plough’s handle, called Mizar, you should be able to make 
out its faint companion, known as Alcor.
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The height of the Pole Star in  
degrees is roughly equivalent to  
your latitude on Earth. 

Height in degrees is measured  
from the horizon (0 degrees) to  
the overhead point (90 degrees).

DID YOU KNOW?
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STAR MAP   LOOKING SOUTH

JANUARY-MARCH LOOKING SOUTH EARLY EVENING

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Try and locate Orion’s Sword, a line of faint stars below Orion’s 
Belt. Looking at the sword through binoculars, see if you can 
pick out a misty region known as the Orion Nebula.  
This is a cloud of gas, or nebula, in which stars are forming. 

Follow the line of Orion’s Belt down and to the left to locate  
the brightest star in the night sky, known as Sirius.

Follow the line of Orion’s Belt up and right to locate the orange 
star Aldebaran in Taurus. A v-shaped cluster of stars called the 
Hyades lies to the right of Aldebaran, with the Pleiades or 
Seven Sisters cluster to the upper right.
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The planets appear to wander 
through the constellations over time. 
Bright Jupiter can be seen between 
the two stick figures that represent 
Gemini the Twins during the period 
from January to March 2014.

DID YOU KNOW?
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STAR MAP   LOOKING NORTH

APRIL-JUNE LOOKING NORTH LATE EVENING

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Can you find Cassiopeia? In Greek mythology,  
this W-shaped constellation represents the wife  
of King Cepheus who sits nearby. 

Have a look for Vega, a star in the constellation  
Lyra (the Harp). This is one of the brightest stars in  
the night sky and, in 1850, it became the first star other  
than the Sun to be photographed.

The constellation of Draco the Dragon wraps around  
Ursa Minor, the Little Bear. The head of the dragon  
is marked by four stars in a pattern known as the Lozenge.
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Due to the Earth’s rotation having a 
wobble, our pole star (currently Polaris) 
changes.  
Vega was the Earth’s northern pole 
star 14,000 years ago and will be again 
by around the year 13700. 

DID YOU KNOW?
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STAR MAP   LOOKING SOUTH

APRIL-JUNE LOOKING SOUTH LATE EVENING

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Look for a group of stars in the shape of a reverse question mark. This represents the lion’s head  
in Leo and is a pattern known as the Sickle. 

The Coma Star Cluster is a faint triangular smattering of stars and part of the constellation  
Coma Berenices (Queen Berenice’s Hair).

Follow the curve of the handle of the Plough to locate Arcturus. This is the brightest star in the northern  
half of the sky and is part of the constellation Boötes, the Herdsman. Continue the curve round to  
locate Spica, the brightest star in Virgo. Mars lies to the upper-right of Spica and Saturn some way to the 
left during 2014.

See if you can spot the semi-circle of stars that forms Corona Borealis, the Northern Crown.
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STAR MAP   LOOKING NORTH

JULY-SEPTEMBER LOOKING NORTH LATE EVENING

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Our nearest large galaxy – Andromeda – can be seen in the 
Andromeda constellation. It appears to us as an elongated 
fuzzy blob. The Andromeda galaxy is so far away that its  
light takes over two million years to reach us.

Meteor showers are named after the constellation their 
meteors appear to come from when the shower is at its peak. 
So Perseids appear to come from Perseus.

The number of stars you can see inside the Great Square  
of Pegasus is an indication of how dark your sky is.  
Anywhere between four and 13 stars is good, more than  
13 indicates excellent conditions for stargazing.
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Look out for the Perseid meteor 
shower peaking on 12–13 August. 

This year a bright Moon will reduce 
the visibility of the display.   

METEOR WATCH
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STAR MAP   LOOKING SOUTH

JULY-SEPTEMBER LOOKING SOUTH LATE EVENING

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Can you spot the Northern Cross? It’s part  
of the constellation called Cygnus the Swan.

The Summer Triangle is made up of three bright stars:  
Altair in Aquila (the Eagle), Vega in Lyra (the Lyre or Harp)  
and Deneb in Cygnus.

Summer is a great time to see our own galaxy, the Milky Way, 
stretching across the sky as a hazy glow. This is caused by  
the distant light from billions of stars. Too distant to be seen 
individually with the naked eye, their light merges to form the 
misty path we refer to as the Milky Way.
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The Milky Way is one in a cluster  
of more than 40 galaxies known as  
the Local Group. Local is a relative 
term, as the light from our nearest 
galaxy takes around 25,000 years  
to reach us.     

DID YOU KNOW?
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STAR MAP   LOOKING NORTH

OCTOBER-DECEMBER LOOKING NORTH

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
Algol, the Winking Demon star in Perseus, appears to dip  
in brightness for 10 hours every 2 days, 20 hours and  
49 minutes. This is an example of an eclipsing binary system 
where one star periodically blocks some of the light of the other.

Can you spot Cepheus?  
It looks like a child’s drawing of a house.

Can you find Capella, the brightest star in the Auriga constellation? 
Although it looks like one star, it’s actually made up of two stars 
which appear very close to one another.
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Stars twinkle because some of  
the light coming from them is 
disturbed as it passes through the 
Earth’s turbulent atmosphere.     

DID YOU KNOW?

EARLY EVENING
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STAR MAP   LOOKING SOUTH

OCTOBER-DECEMBER LOOKING SOUTH

WHAT TO LOOK FOR 
The wedge-shaped constellation of Andromeda appears to spread out of the top left corner of the  
Great Square of Pegasus. The upper left star in the square is called Alpheratz and officially belongs  
to Andromeda rather than Pegasus!

Can you spot the Seven Sisters star cluster, also known as the Pleiades, in Taurus?  
If you have good eyesight you should be able to see more than seven stars here.  
Using binoculars, you should see more than 50!

If you have dark skies, you should be able to make out a misty patch with your eyes which lies  
between Cassiopeia and Perseus. A pair of binoculars reveals this to be two rich star clusters known  
as the Double-Cluster or Sword Handle.
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EARLY EVENING


