
ORGANISE A 

FAMILY FILM SHOW

You might not think it, but your family home movies are actually an 
archive. The old footage in your reels, tapes and digital files is packed full 
of memories and shared experiences that you will want to relive again and again. 
The home movies you take today are forming your family archive of the future! Archive
film can spark memories and gives us all a chance to reminisce and share stories.

Why not make the most of your home movies by putting on a screening in your own
home? The whole family can get involved in organising it.

1 Choose a film to screen. Take a look through the
movies in your family film collection and choose
some of the best moments to show. You might
want to put together a compilation of the best
bits of family holidays over the years, or just to
relive one experience – perhaps a wedding or
a birthday party. Remember to include a blooper
reel of anything funny that has happened!

2 Make a poster to advertise your film screening.
You should include the date, time, place and
what film you’re going to show. Remember to
use a good picture to attract people’s attention.

3 Send your poster to your friends and family so
they know when your film show is happening.

4 Make some old-style cinema tickets for the
screening. There should be a part for you to
tear off at the door.

5 Set up the room for your film show. Make sure
you put out enough chairs for everyone coming.

6 When your guests arrive, take their tickets and
show them to their seats. Why don’t you give a
short introduction to the film and explain why
you’ve chosen it? Then turn down the lights and
press play – it’s show time!

Part of the fun of watching films together is hearing
people’s stories about what they remember. Have
a chat about your memories after the film has
finished. Which holiday did people like the best?
Who came to that wedding? What was the best
man’s speech like? What were we wearing?!

Don’t forget the popcorn!

Top tip: If you want to make your screening
even more authentic you could turn your TV
into an old-fashioned cinema. There’s an
activity sheet on how to do this on the Hands
on History website – bbc.co.uk/history
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