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This resource is suitable for Key Stage 2 pupils and the activities will
teach about the contribution of women during the First World War.
The content covers elements of the National Literacy and Numeracy
Framework and the Digital Competence Framework.
Aim: To write a diary entry and create a poster to recruit women for
the First World War.
Introduction
Margaret Haig Thomas was born in 1883 and following the death of
her father in 1918, she became Lady Rhondda. She was an
international businesswoman and used her privileged position to
campaign for equal rights for women of all classes.
Watch the Margaret Haig Thomas video and Jobs during the First
World War video and discuss the following questions:
• Why did Margaret Haig Thomas join the Suﬀragette movement?
• Although Margaret Haig Thomas came from a wealthy family, she
fought for a number of varied causes. What was the eﬀect of this?
• In your opinion, why did Margaret Haig Thomas create
the magazine Time and Tide?
• What sort of person was Margaret Haig Thomas?
What sort of personality did she have?
Literacy Framework
Learners can:
• arrange what they say so that the listeners can follow
e.g. emphasising key points, giving explanations in order
• listen carefully to presentations and show an understanding
of the main points
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Useful vocabulary
• Suﬀragettes – women who protested to get equal rights
for women
• Privilege – a person who has a special right or an advantage
• International – something that happens in a number of
diﬀerent countries
• Feminism – the principle that women should have the same
rights as men
• House of Lords – a part of Parliament along with the House
of Commons
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Activity 1

– Diary entry
The contribution of women during the First World War was
invaluable. Explain to the pupils that they are going to write a diary
from the viewpoint of a girl during the war.
• Who in the class keeps a diary?
• What is the purpose of keeping a diary?
Share people’s feelings, events and thoughts
• What sort of things are written in diaries?
• What was the importance of diaries during the period?
No technology to be able to phone, send a text message, send an
email. People of the period communicated through letters, poems,
pictures and diaries
These forms of communication are important to us today as they
give us an idea of people’s lives during the period.
Use the internet to research and read about how women felt when
they worked in the factories etc.
• How did they feel about leaving their families and children?
• What type of jobs did they have?
e.g. boring, monotonous, tiring, hard
Using page 5, plan your diary entry.
Use page 6 as your Success Criteria, or your checklist.
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Literacy Framework
Learners can:
• adapt what they write according to the purpose and the
reader, selecting appropriate words, e.g. descriptive language
and persuasive language
• collect ideas to plan writing
• improve their written work, check it for clarity and order
• write an introduction, develop a series of ideas and a conclusion
• arrange the written work in sequence or logical sections, by
starting to use paragraphs
• use language that is appropriate for writing, including
standard Welsh
• vary the order of words, phrases and clauses in sentences
• use adjectives and adverbs to add interest and to write accurately
• use conjunctions to show links within sentences
• use the standard form of variety of verbs,
e.g. present, past, negative forms
• use punctuation to demarcate sentences and begin to use speech
marks, commas to mark clauses and phrases, and apostrophes for
omission, e.g. it’s (it is)
Digital Competence Framework
Learners can:
• ﬁnd appropriate information using various key words and
search techniques
• select an appropriate website from research results and
start considering whether the content is reliable

bbc.co.uk/hiddenheroines

4

Use this ﬂowchart to help you plan your diary.
Thoughts

Introduction:

Feelings

Thoughts

Main part:

Feelings

Thoughts

Conclusion:

Feelings
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Success Criteria
• Writing in the ﬁrst person
• Past and present tense
• Keep to the same time within the paragraph
(present or past)
• Time conjunctions
• Chronological order
• Five senses
• Feelings and thoughts
• Use of adjectives
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Activity 2

– Create a poster
The government used posters in order to recruit women to the war
eﬀort and to ﬁll the jobs of men who had gone to the front line.
Research on the internet to ﬁnd similar posters and note the style of
the posters e.g.
• alliteration and persuasive language
• various slogans
• types of pictures
• positive images of war
Use A4 paper or a computer programme to plan and create your
poster. Use page 8 as a checklist.
Literacy Framework
Learners can:
• use a range of strategies to understand words and sentences,
including phonic information, the roots of words, word families,
syntax, the order of text and previous knowledge of the context
• read texts, including texts without many visual clues,
independently, and concentrate
• collect ideas to plan writing
• use visual information, e.g. pictures, diagrams and graphs, which
are clear and relevant to the written text
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Digital Competence Framework
Learners can:
• adapt and present a range of text, images, sound, animation
and video for speciﬁc purposes
• give an opinion on their own work and that of others and suggest
improvements when working independently or jointly, e.g. check
their work and correct spelling / use a spellchecker; decide
whether a red line under words means that they have misspelled;
use the suggested spellings where appropriate
• demonstrate appropriate behaviour on-line

Simple –
not too
much detail

Colourful –
see below

Organised –
easy to follow

Attractive –
stands out,
sparks interest

Action –
what does the
person reading
the poster need
to do?

What makes a
good poster?

Accuracy –
spelling

Tidy –
the poster is of
high standard

Easy to
read –
not too
much text
Introduction –
plenty of space
between things,
don’t condense
too many things

Select colours
It is important to consider clarity when selecting colours – it may
look good, but will it read well? Here is a list of some good colour
combinations:
• Black on yellow
• Dark green on white
• Dark red on white
• Dark blue on white
• White on dark blue
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