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Elaine Morgan 
1920 – 2013
This resource is suitable for Key Stage 2 pupils and the activities will 
teach about empathy and sympathy with people and events in the 
past. The content covers elements of the National Literacy and 
Numeracy Framework and the Digital Competence Framework.

Aim: Collect reliable information on-line and use open questions as 
they put themselves in the shoes of someone from the past.

Introduction
Elaine Morgan was a very talented woman. She was born in 1920 
and showed a natural talent for science and the arts.

Watch the Elaine Morgan video and the Equality video and discuss 
the following questions:
•  Why do you think Elaine Morgan won a scholarship?
•  What sort of early upbringing did Elaine Morgan have?
•  How do you think this influenced the rest of her life?
•  Why do you think Elaine Morgan’s books sold so well 

during the period?
•  How do you think Elaine Morgan felt when she moved 

from her home in Wales to England? Why?

Literacy Framework

The learner can:
•  arrange what they say so that the listeners can follow 

e.g. emphasising key points, giving explanations in order
•  listen carefully to presentations and show an understanding 

of the main points
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•  Scholarships – a sum of money or award to help pay for a 
course of education

•  Poor – someone who has very little money

•  Talented – someone who has ability of high standard

•  Feminism – the principle that women should have the same 
rights as men

•  University – one of the places you can continue your 
educational studies after leaving school

•  Politics – activities and discussions that happen in order to 
try and make life better for everyone

Useful vocabulary
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Activity 1 
– Fact file

Use the template on page 4 to plan and present a fact file about 
Elaine Morgan, using the titles given:
•  early life
•  education
•  written work
•  awards
•  personal life

Use the internet to find accurate and reliable information and facts. 
Fill in the form digitally or use a hard copy.

Literacy Framework

Learners can:
• use a range of strategies to skim read, e.g. find the key words 

or phrases, the message, the main ideas, themes
•  read texts, including texts without many visual clues, 

independently, and concentrate
•  scan for specific information using a variety of features in texts, 

e.g. titles, pictures, key words

Digital Competence Framework

Learners can:
• find appropriate information using various key words 

and search techniques
•  select an appropriate website from research results and 

start considering whether the content is reliable
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Use the plan below to create a fact file about Elaine Morgan. 
Arrange the facts according to the titles.

Early life Awards Written work

Education

Personal life
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Activity 2
– The ‘hot’ seat

Ask the pupils:
‘If you could travel back in time (like Doctor Who) to meet Elaine 
Morgan, what would you ask her?’

Give the pupils adequate time to think of a number of open questions, 
e.g. How did you feel when members of Oxford University thought 
you were there to take up a job as a cleaner? as opposed to closed 
questions, e.g. Are you a woman? Yes.

Select a child to sit in the ‘hot’ seat to be Elaine Morgan. Encourage 
the pupils to include detail in their answers, e.g. ‘I felt very sad and 
disheartened. I thought they were making fun of me and thought I 
was stupid. Despite this, I was determined to show them that I was 
clever and deserved my place at the University.’

The question and answer session can be recorded as oral evidence 
and in order to evaluate or assess at the end of the lesson.

Literacy Framework

The learner can:
• research various situations through role play


